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YOUNG & DISTRICT FAMILY HISTORY GROUP INC. 

Research Centre in the Margaret Newcombe Room, 

Community Arts Centre, 2 Campbell Street, Young 

PO Box 586, YOUNG NSW 2594 

Phone: 6382 4045 during Library hours 

Email: youngfamilyhistory@bigpond.com 

Website: https://younganddistrictfamilyhistorygroup.com/ 

President: Kay McDonald       Secretary: Sue Caldwell 
 
Vice President: Marty Barclay                                   Treasurer: Mary Murray 

    
Newsletter Editor: Marty Barclay     Librarian: Margaret Hall 
       

MEMBERSHIP: Single member $30.00 per year; Family Membership $40.00 per year.  

                         Student 12 – 18 years $10 per year. Joining fee $5.00. 
 

LIBRARY: The Research Centre is situated in the Margaret Newcombe Room of the 

Community Arts Centre, 2 Campbell Street, Young (under the Bell Tower). Normal opening 

hours are: 

WEDNESDAY: 10.00 am - 2.30 pm  

SATURDAY: 10.00 am – 1.00 pm.  

Enquires contact Kay McDonald 0409 606 429 or Margaret Hall 0408 290 694 
 

NEWSLETTER: Each member shall receive three copies of the group Newsletter per year. 

Newsletters are distributed each January/February, May/June and August/September.  

Interesting research and family histories are always welcomed for inclusion. 

RESEARCH ENQUIRIES: Non-resident financial members may have two specific enquiries 

of a single nature answered free of charge. Non-members may have their enquiry published in 

the newsletter at a cost of $2.00 per enquiry. We offer a research service for those who are 

unable to visit our library. It is the Group’s policy that we do not commence research until the 
applicable fee is received. Only a search of the resources held by the Young & District Family 

History Group Inc. will be undertaken. 

 COST: An initial $10.00 non-refundable search fee is required with your FIRST enquiry before 

any investigation will be conducted.  

COST: A further $40.00 research fee per family name (e.g.: Mr & Mrs Smith and children, 

“Smith” being the family name) is required should the initial request uncover a considerable 

amount of information, or the request is complex. 

MEETINGS: Meetings and special events will be advised by email to all financial 

members. 

mailto:youngfamilyhistory@bigpond.com
https://younganddistrictfamilyhistorygroup.com/
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GENERAL: Members requesting information from the Group’s Library are reminded that the 
Research Monitors work on a voluntary basis and can only provide information from the 

resources available. 

The Young & District Family History Group Inc. does not accept responsibility for the accuracy 

of statements or opinions expressed by persons contributing to this newsletter. 

 

PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE 

Young Lawn Cemetery 29.10.1977 to 29.02.2016     $15.00  

Burials in Bimbi Cemetery, to May 2008      $15.00  

Burials in Currawong, Stockinbingal, Wallendbeen & Wombat Cemeteries, to May 2002 $15.00  

Burials in Young Shire and Surrounding Areas, up to February 1998   $15.00  

Marengo by Dugald Walker        $40.00    

Evermore by Fr. Allan Crowe                    $25.00  

Fairview by Fr. Allan Crowe                    $40.00                                

Old Young Vol. I by Ross Maroney                                                                                    $25.00  

Old Young Vol. II by Ross Maroney                                                                                  $25.00  

                 An adjustment will be made to P&H for both these books if purchased together 

                                                           (placed in one bag) 

Young 120 Years of Local Government 1882-2002       $15.00  

 by Maree E Lamb and Margaret J Hall  

‘The Wayback’ to Burrangong, Beyond the Myths and Stories                                     $40.00    

by John S. Hamblin  

Pharmaceutical Owners at Young 1861 – 2020 by John S Hamblin $35.00  

Young and Old, A History of the First Twenty-Five Years of Young Retirement Village  

by John Hamblin  $5.00 

 

 All books are available to purchase from the research room or can be posted out to you at current postal 

prices.                                    

We also have an interesting collection of second-hand books for sale 
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**New Additions to Publications for Sale** 

Following another successful book launch we now have available at our room 

 

$25.00  

 

The following are also new additions to our books for sale 

Murringo 

Commemorating Our World War 2 Veterans 

$80.00 

This 900-page book, researched and written by Paul Morris and Maren 

Morris, was launched on Anzac Day at Murringo. 

And the previously published book by Paul Morris,  

Former Sacred Heart Convent, Murringo  $25.00
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President’s Message 

Welcome to the May newsletter, we have been extra busy these last few months. The end of 
February saw Genealogist, Andrew Redfern visit us here at Young where he gave a talk on AI 
and other family history matters, Andrew was very well received with 40 odd people in 
attendance. We are hoping Andrew will be back to give another talk early next year, watch 
this space! 

We also held Bob Hayden’s book launch for Boara Public School at our room in late March and 
once again we had a good roll up. Bob’s book is available to purchase from us at our research 
room.  

Monday 31st March saw the Chauvel Light Horse ride come through Young and we presented 
the group with a list of Light Horseman from the Young district. See more in this newsletter. 

There is a list of BOOKS FOR SALE in this newsletter, and there are some great books in this 
list. Don’t forget that we also have Gift Vouchers available, these can be used for book 
purchases and research, a great Mother’s Day gift! 

We continue to have many people contact us to do research for them, from W.A. Queensland 
and all over N.S.W. as well as many people from the local area who come to the research 
room with their research and we help them to sort it out and get it in order for them, this is 
all part of being a member, we are here to help you if you need it. You are also very welcome 
to call in and say hello, it’s a very busy place most days with people coming and going. 

We still have only two researchers, so research sometimes takes a while but one of our ladies 
is back on deck and slowly returning to research, thank you Lea. We also have another lady 
who is learning the ropes about researching and this is a great help, I hope you continue to 
enjoy it, Sue.  

We are re-introducing General Meetings for our members; the first one will be held on 
Saturday afternoon 17th May at 2pm in our research room at 2 Campbell Street Young. This 
will be a quick meeting with a guest speaker and a cuppa afterwards. 

I hope you all had a safe and happy Easter; we look forward to catching up with you on the 
17th of May.  

We have a selection of large photos of people, buildings and events available in the research 
room, we need you to please call in and have a look at these and see if you can put some 
names to them, your time would be greatly appreciated.  

I would like to thank our committee who all do so much to keep the group going, Marty 
Barclay Vice President, Sue Caldwell Secretary, Mary Murray Treasurer, Margaret Hall 
Librarian and Committee, Sue Wilkes Committee and Emma Cockburn Committee. 

Your President  

Kay McDonald  
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Welcome 

As a group we welcome new members, if a friend or family member is interested, please tell 
them to get in touch. 

Over the last couple of months, we have gained six new members, Stuart Maxwell, Caryn 
Bissaker, Cassandra Moore, Samantha Woodward, Barry and Maryellen Rose, and Tara 

Murphy. 

 

 

___________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

guest speaker and a cuppa afterwards
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**Surplus Maps for Sale** 

 Now reduced to $10 each  

County Details  Date  Edition  
Bland Co Balala Par.  1938/1967  8th 

Bland Co Bribbaree Village  1969  
Bland Co. Eurabba Par.  1961 7th 

Bland Co. Milong Par.  1963 6th 

Bland Co.  Berthong Par.  1962 6th 

Bland Co.  Boginderra Par.  1940 6th 
Bland Co.  Bribbaree Par.  1964 8th  

Bland Co.  Congou Par.  1961 7th 
Bland Co.  Geraldra Par 1975 7th  

Bland Co.  Morangarell Par. 1959 8th 

Bland Co. Yarran Par. 1961  

Bland Co. 
Yarai Par. Land Districts of Young & 
Grenfell 1961 

 

Bourke Co.  Ellon Par. (Odds folder)  1940  
Forbes Co.  Bang Bang Par 1948 7th 

Forbes Co.  Warrangong Par. 1960  

Gipps Co.  Thulloo Par.(Odds folder) 1940  

Gipps Co.  Bibbijolee Par. (Odds folder)  1966 8th 

Gipps Co.  Ungarie par. (Odds folder)  1964  
Gipps Co.  Youngareen Par. (Odds folder) 1910  
Harden Co.  Cullinga Par.  1959 8th 

Harden Co Currawong Par.  1930/1968  6th 
Harden Co Murrimboola Par. (Odds folder)  1964  
Harden Co Nubba Par.  1933 5th  

Harden Co.  Beggan Beggan Par.  1962 9th 

Harden Co.  Currawong, Village of  1930 2nd 
Harden Co.  Demondrille Par.  1969 6th  

Harden Co.  Jindalee Par. (Odds folder) 1966 7th 
Harden Co.  Nurung Par 1967 6th  

Harden Co.  Wallendbeen, Town of  1959 4th 

Harden Co.  Wallendoon Par.  1944 6th 
Harden Co.  Wallendoon Par 1971 7th 

King Co.  Olney Par. (Odds folder)  1974  
Monteagle Co Narrallen Par.  1966 6th 

Monteagle Co.  Bendick Murrell Par.  1966 7th 

Monteagle Co.  Coolegong, Par.  1967 5th 

Monteagle Co.  Young Notes 1960s  
Monteagle Co.  Young Shire map (Environs Young Folder) 1981  
Monteagle Co.  Geegullalong Par.  1936 7th 
Monteagle Co.  Tyagong Par 1944 6th  
Monteagle Co.  Weddin Par. Land Districts of 1940 6th  

Monteagle Co.  Willawong Par. (Odds folder) 1940  
Monteagle Co.  Wilton Par. 1970  
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                          Andrew Redfern’s Seminar 

 

Saturday 1at March 2025 saw Andrew visit us at Young for a one-day seminar. This was held 

at the Young Services Club, which received many favorable reviews as a venue. 

Andrew grew up in Wellington NSW and has been interested in family history since school in 

the 1980’sHe has a collection of “interesting” ancestors including murderers, asylum inmates, 
wealthy gentleman and travelling musicians. 

 Andrew is a teacher by profession, but is now a full-time family historian, he has a 

background in technology and has added Artificial Intelligence to his tool kit. Andrew was 

headed off to do a presentation for “RootsTech” after he left us and has delivered talks across 

the world including the UK and USA. We had forty people attend our seminar at Young and 

they all enjoyed it very much. 

Did you know that there is only about 20% of research digitized and put online? That leaves 

about 80% of research in hard copy, in research rooms like ours at Young and the many 

other research centers of family history groups. 

What is a family historian? They are a researcher, a storyteller, and an historian. 

Have you thought about writing a book about all or certain members of your family, this 

would bring them alive for the rest of the family. 

Convicts – there is a data base called “Ironclad Sisterhood” with about 4,700 women convicts 
listed on it, including lots of other information. 

Try and speak to some of your older relatives, they have great stories to tell and if you can 

record them, it would be a wonderful keepsake. 

What is AI? It is auto correction in texts, google maps, “hints” on Ancestry plus lots more that 
is very advanced technology. Andrew gave us many examples on the day.  

He also spoke about his relative Dr William Redfern, which was a very interesting story. 
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All in all, this was a very successful day, we have had lots of requests to have Andrew back, 

and we are working on this with him as we speak, so please watch this space for a date for 

next year. 

Kay McDonald 

 

Andrew’s presentation. 

 

 

Our committee members, Emma Sue 

Kay Mary Margaret and Sue with 

Andrew after the seminar. 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 Photographs, Maree Myhill 
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The Chauvel Lighthorse Visit to Young     

   

 

 Monday 31st March saw Young welcome the Chauvel First Light Horse 

Memorial Ride. 

 

Young & District Family History Group Inc. was asked to put together a list of names of 

those light horsemen who joined up from Young and the surrounding villages for the First World 

war.  This we did and supplied 67 names which were presented to the group of riders, this list 

will go to a memorial for the light horsemen that the riders will set up. We have a copy of this 

list in our research room at 2 Campbell Street if anyone would like to view it. 

Mayor Brian Ingram and local MP Steph Cooke were in attendance along with about 100 

people who turned up to help celebrate this monumental ride. A special guest from Young to 

attend was Kenneth Richard Samuel Rennie, born 21-5-1925 he joined the air force in 1944 in 

the airfield construction squadron and served in Borneo, he was discharged on 3-4-1936. He is 

pictured with our local Cadet Unit from Young who were also in attendance. Riders to attend 

were Mogga Morris, Des Clark, Legan Robson, Pat Leary and David Shannon. 

The riders also visited Young Public School where they held a small Anzac Service and 

the children from Hennessy, Young High School and Young Public School all lined Campbell 

Street to farewell the riders as they left to ride to Wombat. 

We would like to thank Phil Mitchell from the Young RSL sub-branch for MCing the event 

and also providing morning tea for the riders and dignitaries. Those in attendance from Young 

Family History were Sue Wilkes, Sue Caldwell, Kay McDonald, Margaret Hall and Emma 

Cockburn. We are very proud to have been asked to help with this event. 

Kay McDonald 
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  CHAUVEL LIGHT HORSE MEMORIAL RIDE / CADET PHOTO - 31st March 2025 at Young NSW 

Back row from left – Mogga Morris, Des Clark, Megan Robson, Pat Leary, far right David Shannon 

Cadets left to right – Capt. (ACC) Sharron Hulbert, Cdt. Sgt Zailee Coupland, Cdt. Cpl Claire Daley, Cdt. Rec Hailey 

Napthalie, Cdt.Rec. Ollie Murray, Kenneth Richard Samuel Rennie, Young d.o.b. 21-5-1925 Cdt. Lcpl. Hunter Stephen, 

Cdt. Edward Cunnington, Cdt. Lcpl Ben Sweaney, Cdt. Cpl. Jai Reilley, Lt. (ACC) Ken McAlister 

Photograph Beth Reynolds 

 

 

Another Successful Book Launch 

On Saturday 29th March we helped Bob Haydon launch his new book, “Burrangong Heights – 

Boara Public School 1880 – 1975” We held this in our research room as rain was looming, 

and we had a lovey group of approximately fifty people attend. Our own Margaret Hall was 

the master of ceremonies at the event, we had ex-students, teachers, locals and people from 

far and wide in attendance. It was a very enjoyable couple of hours, lots of school tales were 

enjoyed and books sold well on the morning. 

These books are available from Y&D.F.H.G.Inc. at $25 each. We are open on Wed 10am to 

2.30pm and Sat from 10am to 1pm. Or youngfamilyhistory@bigpond.com postage is extra. 

Bob also presented the original Boara school flag to Nonette Brown, secretary of the Young 

Historical Museum and this will be displayed in the school section of the museum. 

 

mailto:youngfamilyhistory@bigpond.com
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  Margaret and the author Bob 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A busy research room and enthusiast audience 

 

 Hands up if you were a student! 

 

The school flag  

 

Photographs, Emma Cockburn and Maree Myhill 
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A Report from the 17th Australasian Congress 

 
  

I was lucky to be able to attend this conference held at the end of 
March where I caught up with friends from my University of Tasmania 
family history diploma days, made new friends and listed to talks presented 
by some very experienced and knowledgeable people from many countries 
and walks of life. The hosts were the Genealogical Society of Queensland 
and the venue chosen was the conference centre at the Brisbane 
Technological Park in Eight Miles Plains. It was the 17th Australasian 
Congress on Genealogy and Heraldry & 5th Queensland History State 
Conference.  

Connection 2025 delegates 

The conference themes were "Diaspora (Migration), Looking Forward and Local History" and there were more than 
400 delegates in attendance. It was a lively event from the Friday through to the Sunday. The featured speakers were.  

Judy Russell, The Legal Genealogist®, a Colorado native and a genealogist with a law degree. She 
writes, teaches and lectures on a wide variety of genealogical topics, providing expert guidance 
through the murky territory where law and family history collide. Judy’s masterclass titled, ‘You be the 
judge – Ethics in Action’ talked about the many ethical issues that can arise in family history from the 
long-buried family secrets to DNA disclosures.  

Dr Nick Barratt is best known for his work on the TV show ‘Who Do You Think You Are’ and has written 
various history books. Nick chose ‘Researching and writing your family history’ as a historian, 
genealogist and published author he used a story from his family as a case study. He also ran a second 
master class on ‘Researching your English ancestors prior to 1700’ 

Hamish Maxwell-Stewart, professor of heritage and digital humanities at the University of New 
England and the CEO of Digital History Tasmania. 

Hamish’s class ‘A Guide to Digitising the Past’ demonstrated the work being undertaken by Digital 
History Tasmania to safeguard the preservation of the World Heritage listed Tasmanian convict 
records. Work I am very happy to be able to participate in.  

  Many speakers from throughout the country volunteered to talk about their particular genealogical interests 
including Andrew Redfern who we were lucky enough to have visit us here in Young and hope to have again next 
year. The genealogical societies and companies were all well represented and resulted in a thoroughly enjoyable 
weekend of learning and networking.  The 18th Australasian Congress on Genealogy and Heraldry will be held in 
Wellington, New Zealand in 2027 and all being well I hope to attend.  

Marty Barclay 

UTAS Diploma graduates at the Saturday dinner 

 



 

 

13 

 

Have you visited our research room recently? 
 

 
 

Did you know that our group is a Family Search affiliate library and as such we have 

more access to original digitalised photographs of many records from around the 
world. Family Search is free at home but only transcriptions are available not original 

records. As a member of the group, you are welcome to visit any time we are open. 
We can not only help with research but may have ideas about how to set out your 

findings whether you keep your tree on line or in paper form. Why not drop in for a 
visit, bring in your tree and your questions.  

 
 

We are open  
 

Wednesday, 10.00 am-2.30 pm 

Saturday between 10.00am-1.00 pm. 
 

 

Golden Rules of Genealogy 
 

Remember that everything is only speculation until verified. 
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Upcoming Events  
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Heritage Tours | Female    
Orphan School 

 

 

Event description 

Discover the rich history of Australia’s oldest three-story structure, the Female Orphan School. 

Established in 1813 to provide shelter and care for young girls away from the hardships of Sydney 
Town's colony, this significant heritage site later became the Rydalmere Psychiatric Hospital before 
falling into disrepair. Abandoned and covered in graffiti, its future remained uncertain until extensive 

restoration efforts began in 2000, culminating in its full revitalisation by 2013. 

Now meticulously restored, the building serves as the proud home of the Whitlam Institute. Visitors 
can explore its remarkable past through guided tours and visit two exceptional galleries: 
the Permanent Exhibition on the Whitlam Government and the Margaret Whitlam Gallery. 

 

TOUR TIMES 
 
Wednesdays & Thursdays:  10:30am | 11:30am | 1:30pm | 2:30pm 

and on selected Saturdays: 

Saturday, 3 May 10:15am | 11:15am | 12:15pm | 1:15pm 

Saturday, 5 July 10:15am | 11:15am | 12:15pm | 1:15pm 

Saturday, 4 October 10:15am | 11:15am | 12:15pm | 1:15pm 

Tickets available through this link 

https://events.humanitix.com/heritage-tours-female-orphan-school 

 

https://events.humanitix.com/heritage-tours-female-orphan-school
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The Female Convicts Research Centre promotes interest in 

the female convicts of Van Diemen’s Land (Tasmania), by 
encouraging and facilitating research. 

  
From 1803 to 1853, 13,500 female convicts were 

transported to Van Diemen’s Land (Tasmania), as 
punishment for crimes, mainly theft. After serving their 

sentences they were released into the community. Their 

transportation left a lasting legacy. The Female Convicts 

Research Centre encourages research into these female 

convicts, mainly through its database, website and 

seminars. 
  

 

Registrations close on 25 April (Seminar) and 
29 April (webinar). Registration is $60 

(Seminar – includes morning tea and lunch) or 
$40 (Webinar). 

More details are available on our website and 
updates on Facebook 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

‘The first people to take up their quarters on the Lachlan field consisted of miners, 
storekeepers and packers from Lambing Flat, Sofala, Kiandra, and Adelong, stockmen, 

shepherds and generally useless station hands from up and down the river, publicans 

from Bathurst, Orange, and other western districts, “billiardists,” “gaffers,” and 
“rowdies” of every stamp and grade, and crowds of those particular roughs, who seen 

to drop from the clouds in to every new rush, and, so far as I can judge, are never seen 

anywhere else.‘ 

Freeman’s Journal, Sat 30 April 1881, page 17. 

Perhaps the best stayed here in Young.  

https://femaleconvicts.org.au/fcrc-seminars/seminar-registration
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100090705820336
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All financial members encouraged to attend.  
 

If you would like to nominate for the committee please fill in the attached form 
 

 

 
Just print this page 
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You can now register for the 2025 Conference. 
 

https://familyhistoryconference2025.org.au/ 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61571596683694 

 
 
 
 

**Gift Vouchers Available** 
 
 

 
 
 

Let your family or friends know about our great gift vouchers, especially if you 
have a birthday coming up! They can be used for research, certificates, or book 

purchases. Please contact Kay on 0409 606 429 for enquiries and purchase. A gift 

voucher could be a welcome gift for any researcher. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://familyhistoryconference2025.org.au/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR40Agr7N9UhnhaDKDnQCD4fjEKgwqU1-akYOvcZ2oX0_ppf5XUVIi4dACM6TA_aem_WXjOobCbJ-T4CjKKEs4wFg
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61571596683694&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUGnodYdh4b3dzooW981_1y7HIrftJjGiknlIdUvL2A4GmDKFDBzbx0skdFLydAkW0ExB9D_VNs-CMtf4z_jg5hIdrE2_vNyM4YIRXtY-_mlz4ih5kKtYCTqFg5Y2qLqntRPWi8XNmoj58MRHVVKvtegwXeehIDD8-9o_zYxfz6h-uOjjc7_mp6JXWm0i9rkOPu3SnULgq2pA42Y5sjfZgz&__tn__=-UK-R
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Membership is due 30 June 2025 

 

 

Just print this page, fill it in and deliver or email with your payment. 
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MONITORS ROSTER. 
 

 

 
 

MAY 2025 JUNE 2025 
 

SAT. 3        MARTY BARCLAY  WED. 4      KAY McDONALD  

WED. 7      KAY McDONALD SAT. 7        EMMA COCKBURN 

SAT. 10      EMMA COCKBURN WED. 11    MARGARET HALL 

WED. 14    MARTY BARCLAY  SAT. 14      MARTY BARCLAY 

SAT. 17      KAY McDONALD WED. 18     MARGARET HALL 

WED. 21    MARGARET HALL SAT. 21      EMMA COCKBURN 

SAT. 24      EMMA COCKBURN WED.25     MARTY BARCLAY 

WED. 28    MARTY BARCLAY  SAT. 28      KAY McDONALD 

SAT. 31      MARGARET HALL  

  

  

  

JULY 2025 AUGUST 2025 
 

WED. 2      MARGARET HALL SAT. 2     LEA DAVIS 

SAT. 5       KAY McDONALD WED. 6    MARTY BARCLAY 

WED. 9      KAY McDONALD  SAT. 9      EMMA COCKBURN 

SAT. 12     LEA DAVIS WED. 13   MARGARET HALL 

WED. 16    MARTY BARCLAY SAT. 16     MARTY BARCLAY – AGM 2pm 

SAT. 19     EMMA COCKBURN WED. 20    KAY McDONALD 

WED. 23    MARGARET HALL SAT. 23     EMMA COCKBURN 

SAT. 26     MARTY BARCLAY WED.27     MARGARET HALL 

WED. 30    KAY McDONALD SAT. 30      LEA DAVIS 

    

  

  

 
 

 

Our knowledgeable monitors will be found on duty at our research room during 
opening hours.  

 
 

Wednesday, 10.00 am-2.30 pm 
Saturday between 10.00am-1.00 pm. 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

21 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 


