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Maryborough District Family History Society Inc 

Member of Australian Federation of Family History Organisation 

Federation of Family History Societies 

 

Patron    Mr Bill Hovard 

Address    Upstairs - Maryborough Heritage Centre 

       Wharf & Richmond Streets 

        PO Box 408, 

        Maryborough, Queensland. Australia. 4650. 

Phone Number   07 41231842 

E-Mail Address   maryboroughfamilyhistory@gmail.com 
Facebook   https://www.maryboroughfamilyhistory.com/ 
 

 

Office Bearers:   President:  John Ruhle 

    Secretary:  Barbara Vines   

    Treasurer:  Barbara Vines 

    Committee:  Jenni Pioch, Wendy Eckert, 

       Cyril Clark, Karen Byrant 

Cemetery Tours Margaret Wroe. Jenni Pioch, Scott Stedman, 

Tony Pioch & Barbara Vines                                       

Minute Secretary:   Barbara Vines  

  

Cost of Forebears Journal:            Two Journals per year, May & November. 

    (Free to Members) $3.00 to Non-Members: $5.00 Posted. 

 

Journal emailed to members and exchanged with participating Societies local & 
abroad. 
 

Research Officers: Marlene Wilson, Jenni Pioch, John Ruhle, Leslee Hughes 

 

Research Fees:    In the Rooms.  $10.00 for the 1st hour 

                                                                                                                   $20.00 for up to 6 hours 

        $50.00 for a Society Researcher 

 

Written Research:      $50.00 0nwards for Research enquiry 

 

Opening Hours:    Tuesday    09.30am to 1.30pm 

     Wednesday & Thursday  09.30am to 1.30pm 

     Monday, Friday & weekends CLOSED 

      

Hours may be subject to change. If visiting from out of town, please ring (07) 
41231842. 
 

Annual Membership   (Due on July 1st of each year) 

Single:     $30.00 per year 

Family:                  $40.00 per year 

Associate Membership (3)  $50-00 per year 

Donations:    Donations of $2.00 or more are Tax-deductible. 

     Please make all cheques payable to the  

Maryborough District Family History Society Inc. 

 
 
 

The Maryborough District Family History Society Inc does not hold itself 
responsible for any opinions expressed, or statements made, and contributions to this 

journal -Forebears.

mailto:maryboroughfamilyhistory@gmail.com
https://www.maryboroughfamilyhistory.com/
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Welcome New Members & 

Volunteers 

Ann-Marie Byrne (783) 
     

  

 

 

Remembering Past Members 

 

  

 

 

PRESIDENTS REPORT MAY 2025 
 

Hello all, here we are again with another report.  Unfortunately, it is hard to be positive.  
Sadly, I have to report the loss of two of our valuable members due to health issues.  Karen 
one of our valued researchers & Cyril who was looking after our photograph collections did 
not return after Christmas. 
We wish them both well in their retirement & future endeavours. 
 
Speaking of research, unfortunately the research requests have slowed down and for the first 
time in years we have basically caught up.  They must have known Karen was leaving.  
However, we still have a great researcher in Jenni and Leslee is proving to be a valuable 
asset to the team.  I still assist when needed.  Our Big M computer played up recently and 
we had to call on Leanne to come to the rescue.  Fortunately, she was able to take it home 
and get it sorted.  Thank you to Leanne, your blood is worth bottling. 
 
With the recent loss of members, we are getting a bit low on volunteers so if you know of 
anybody wanting to take advantage of the Governments Volunteer for the dole scheme, we 
are registered for them to do their time with us.  The Cemetery Tours have been washed out 
on several occasions recently and this has had a definite effect on our finances.  With 
research being down, our tours being quite and the cost of running of the society increasing 
we are finding it extremely difficult to continue so we are hoping for a turn around in the near 
future.  Otherwise, our remaining team members are enjoying the experience of working in a 
cheerful working environment. 
 
The Government have devised a new red tape shemozzle for us, as we now have to prove 
we are a “Not for Profit”.  More work for our secretary to handle.  It is no wonder people do 
not want to take office positions in organisations anymore with all the extra workload 
involved.  I have been involved in volunteering since the 1970’s and I can tell you it was 
easier then although we still complained. 
 
Anyway, I have had my whinge so until next time all the 
best to you all. 
 

John Ruhle 
President 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Journal Contribution Acknowledgements 

 

Family History -  Marlene Wilson 

Story’s -   Marlene Wilson, Susan Bowes 

& Barbara Vines 

Bits & Bobs -  Sue Ellsum  

Other Articles -  Jenni Pioch & Margaret Wroe 

Photographs - In-house library, Trove & Google 
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Robert Huxley Furnishings  
Maryborough 

 
On a recent trip into New South Wales chasing family 
history information and cemetery headstones, I was given 
the name of a Robert Huxley who owned a furniture store in 
my hometown of Maryborough, Queensland. 
 
This came as quite a surprise as I was only aware of my 
maternal grandparents having lived in Maryborough and 

buried in the Maryborough Garden of Rest Cemetery.  Through research, I found 
Robert, and his wife lived in Maryborough for approximately eleven years yet 
returned to Cairns where they died and are buried. 
 
Prior to coming to Maryborough, an article on Trove dated 27th 
September 1935 from the Johnstone Rivers Advocate & 
Innisfail News, stated that Huxley owned a furniture store in 
Innisfail; Robert Huxley & Co. and was the agent for Singer 
sewing machine and parts.  From Trove searches it is 
suggested that Robert Huxley Furnishings was operating in 
Maryborough from 1939 to 1950; a total of eleven years.  
(Trove, Huxley Furnishings, Sale dated 30/06/1950) 
 

Upon coming to Maryborough, Mr. Huxley took over the 
emporium owned previously by Mr Charteris (Trove Article 
dated 16th August 1939) and renamed the business, Robert 
Huxley Furnishings.  The business was situated at 219 
Adelaide Street, where the Friendlies Discount Pharmacy 
occupies today.  A photograph of the Huxley’s store at that 
time is yet to be found. 
 
In a Maryborough newspaper clipping, it was said that 
Huxley Furnishings was an up-to-date emporium with a 
policy of courteous service and high-quality merchandise. 
Huxley believed in giving everyone a ‘fair go’ and provided 
customers with easy payment terms and the ability to hold 
the goods at his store for up to six months. It was said that 
the business held a large stock of household items that 
could easily fit-out an entire home.  
 
Mr Huxley was also a Westinghouse agent, which provided 
another valuable service to the Wide Bay Community. 
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Trove dated 21st February 1940; the Maryborough Chronicle 
had posted an “Appreciation Notice” from Mr. H. Dale of 
Brooweena thanking Mr. Robert Huxley for the cot that had 
arrived safely at their home. 
 
Mrs. Huxley was also active in the community with a 
notification in Trove Maryborough Chronicle dated 27th April 
1946 as playing Bowls at the Doon Villa Bowls Club. 
 
As stated in Trove, Maryborough Chronicle 7th August 1948, 
Huxley was community minded and patron of the Maryborough Canine Club with his 
Collie being a fine specimen of its breed.  Huxley Furnishing’s displayed in their 
window; the trophies won at these events. 
 
It appears that he was not always in the good books as he and twenty-two notable 
Maryborough businessmen were fined £25 plus 6/- costs for drinking on an August 
Sunday  at the Australian Hotel during prohibited hours; the licensee was also 
charged for keeping her premises open for the sale of liquor during the prohibited 
hours. (Trove, Maryborough Chronicle dated 27th September 1949). 
 
Although Robert and his wife, Jessie Francis (Nee Nellie) bore no children, Robert’s 
ancestors can be traced back to the first and third fleet of convicts, which is viewed 
as an honour in today’s society, yet possibly frowned upon in the early 1900s.  
 
It is sad to think that Robert Huxley was only into five years of retirement in Cairns 
before he passed away from pneumonia.  He was 55 years of age.   
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Buried Cairns Cemetery 
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A chart below shows the lineage between Robert Huxley of Maryborough and 
Thomas Huxley, convict and farm owner NSW. 
 

 

 
 

Huxley’s Furniture Store possible location is where the Friendlies is now. 
219 Adeliade Street Maryborough Queensland 
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Trove Article Links: 
 
27th September 1935 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/212608636?searchTerm=robert%20huxley 
 
30th June 1950 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/147802129?searchTerm=robert%20huxley 
 
16th August 1939 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/151169265?searchTerm=robert%20huxley 
 
21st February 1940 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/151366307?searchTerm=robert%20huxley 
 
27th April 1946 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/151449008?searchTerm=robert%20huxley 
 
7th August 1948 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/147810273?searchTerm=robert%20huxley 
 
27th September 1949 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/148059368?searchTerm=robert%20huxley 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Compiled & written by member Susan Bowes 
Photographs, articles & chart from Find-a-Grave, Trove & Ancestry 
 

 

 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/212608636?searchTerm=robert%20huxley
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/147802129?searchTerm=robert%20huxley
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/151169265?searchTerm=robert%20huxley
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/151366307?searchTerm=robert%20huxley
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/151449008?searchTerm=robert%20huxley
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/147810273?searchTerm=robert%20huxley
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/148059368?searchTerm=robert%20huxley
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BERESFORD FAMILY 

George Thomas Beresford was born c 1853 
in Newmarket, Suffolk to parents John and 
Frances nee Edwards.  In 1871 aged 17, he 
was an apprentice living with Richard Ware at 
the Post Office in Tonbridge, Kent. At the age 
of 18 he departed for the USA on the CITY OF 
BALTIMORE, arriving in New York in 
September 1871. He engaged in cotton 
growing in Alabama, before coming to Australia 
in 1873. 

George was a miner at Mt Gothard and Mt 
Britton in Qld. He later purchased the Olive 
Downs cattle station and other areas in the 

Mackay district. With six others he established the Plane Creek Central Sugar mill at 
Sarina and was associated with it for about 25 years. George married Christine 
Sutherland McKenzie McLENNAN on 22 February 1881 at Annandale, a suburb of 
Townsville.  A stillborn daughter was born on 14 January 1882. Christine died three 
days later at Olive Downs Station, Nebo. On 26 April 1884 at The Range, Mackay, 
George remarried to Mary Elizabeth PERRY. They had seven children. Mary 
Elizabeth died on 18 December 1909, of Plane Creek.  

In 1917 George was at Grafton House, Alfred Street, Mackay. He retired to Brisbane 
and was in Beaconsfield Street, Highgate Hill by 1921. He died in the Mater Hospital 
on 23 November 1936.  His funeral was held at the Mt Thompson Crematorium on 24 
November. He was buried in Mackay with Mary Elizabeth.  

Frances Olive Beatrice born 27 May 1885 married on 11 May 1907 Alick Graham 
STUART, a solicitor of Mackay. They had Sybil Haslewood 1908-1980 and Graham 
Beresford 1911-1989. Alick died in 1912 and Frances in 1922. She was buried in 
Toowoomba. 

Nessie[Nellie] Elizabeth Sybil born 23 December 1886 married on 29 November 
1913 Andrew James ROULSTON.  They had a son James Beresford in NSW in 
1915. He died the following year. They also had daughters Sheilah Moffat 1917-1986 
and Patricia Andree 1927-1963. Nellie died in Sydney in 1961.  Andrew James was a 
bank inspector of Middle Harbour Road, Lindfield NSW in 1977. He died in 1979. 
Nina Constance born 20 August 1888 married Gordon Murray WILSON in 1918.  
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Gordon was a bank accountant of Cairns. They had Lois Constance 1921-2012 and 
Douglas Gordon 1923. The couple were living in Tannymorel in 1930. Gordon died 
on 20 August 1933, late of the National Bank. Nina was in Bridge Street, Toowoomba 
in 1949. She died in Melbourne in 1951. 

George Vincent Perry born 28 October 1890 married in 1924 Josephine Marion 
Pauline BLANE. George was a dentist, and the couple lived in Mt Nutt, Bowen. 
George died in Cairns in 1982 and Josephine in 1988. 

Mary [Irene] May born 20 November 1895 marred on 18 February 1919 Edward 
Marsh BROWN. They had Betty 1920, Dulce Margaret 1928 and James Edward 
1938. In 1954 Edward was a clerk in Mackay and Mary was a receptionist. In 1958 
and 1969 they were in Eimeo via Mackay where Edward was a secretary and Mary a 
receptionist. Edward died in 1977 and Mary in 1979. 

Vincent born 28 June 1898 married on 15 April 1922 Gladys Muriel CRANZ. Vincent 
was a bank officer of New Farm, Townsville, Gladstone, Bundaberg, Rockhampton, 
Windsor and Coorparoo.  Gladys died in 1956 and Vincent in 1982. 

JAMES QUINTON BERESFORD was born in Mackay on 14 November 1892. He 
passed his intermediate chemistry examination in July 1914 and his final qualifying 
examination in July the following year. In 1916 he was appointed dispenser at the 
Townsville Military Camp. James enlisted in Brisbane on 1 September 1917 and was 
appointed Staff Sergeant. He served in India on the Afghanistan frontier as 
dispenser. 

On 21 April 1919 James married Winifred Ada 
WILLIAMS who was born on 22 November 1892 in 
Mackay to parents James Francis and Hannah 
Gertrude nee Webster. In 1919 they were at the Post 
Office Hotel. A son Rex William was born on 30 
December 1920. Winifred died on 11 March 1921 at 
her residence Woodstock Street, Maryborough. 
James remarried on 29 April 1927 to Ivy WEBSTER 
nee WILSON. She was the daughter of John Clifton 
WILSON and Hannah Elizabeth Butterfield. Ivy had 
married John Francis WEBSTER in March 1914. 

They had two sons - Cedric David 1915 and Noel Wilson 
1919.  John Francis died in May 1922 and was buried in 
Toowong Cemetery.  James and Ivy lived at first in Pallas 
Street but were at 3 Churchill Street by 1943. 

An article in the Chronicle 5 June 1919 informed that the 
well-known chemists' business in Kent Street had changed 
hands. The pharmacy owned by Mr Holger FULSIG had 
been purchased by Mr J. Q. BERESFORD who had been 
associated with a firm of chemists in Mackay. [He had been 
in business with chemist Mr Armati there.] The pharmacy in 
Kent Street was opposite Finney's. A large advertisement 
appeared in the Chronicle on 17 November that year. In 
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1920 many advertisements appeared promoting J. Q. Beresford's products – Kodak 
cameras, SHOO-SKEET cream, BE-TUSS cough mixture, eczema lotion 3/- bottle, 
FEN-DYS vanishing cream and his iced drinks served at his soda fountain. 

In February 1933 while James and his family were absent from their Pallas Street 
residence jewellery valued at 50 pounds and silver worth 3 pounds were stolen. 
Clarence Henry Shaw was charged with the theft. 

The Chronicle 21 June 1941 featured articles on the businessmen of Maryborough.   
J. Q. Beresford of 403 Kent Street was included. 

In July 1954 James Beresford junior passed his final 
examination as a pharmaceutical chemist and joined his 
father in the pharmacy. 

James and Ivy first lived in Pallas Street but moved to 3 
Churchill Street by 1943. James Quinton died in the 
Demaine Hospital on 9 July 1971. Ivy was still in 
Churchill Street in 1977 but had moved to Fair Haven 
Aged Care Home by 1980. She passed away there on 
23 May 1987. 
 

 

 

Photo Courtesy of Desleigh Baynes 

Posted on Facebook 15th July 2024 
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Story & Research compiled by member Marlene Wilson 

Article on Plane Creek Sugar Mill extracted from Google 

Articles & Photos from Ancestry, Find-a-Grave & Trove, In-house 

information & FaceBook 
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The Plane Creek area was first settled by Edmund Atherton and his brother-in-law Henry 

Bell in the early 1860's. 

The Plane Creek Central Mill company Limited was established under the Sugar Works 

Guarantee Act in March 1894.  The company was successfully floated with the nominal 

capital being 62,000 shares at £1 each. 28,000 acres of land was mortgaged by the 

shareholders to realise a £65,000 loan from the Queensland Government. 

Articles of Association were drawn up for the company and included the following 

signatories:- Edmund and Richard Atherton, Henry Bell, Anton Jensen, Louis K. Langdon, 

Patrick McKenny and John C. Nicholson.  The Secretary G. Beresford was witness. 

A meeting in April 1895 selected Walkers from Maryborough to supply the mill 

machinery.  The plant was to have two sets of five foot long rollers and a capacity of six 

thousand tons of sugar per season. Mill construction started under the supervision of G. 

Wolfe and J.B. Wood. 

It was resolved to construct 15 miles of tramline extending from Plane Creek to the 

mouth of Louisa creek so the raw sugar could be exported.  The Sarina inlet though 

closer was deemed too shallow. The wharf at Louisa Creek was 100 foot long and 26 feet 

wide at the head. 

The first crushing commenced on 4 November 1896. The first crushing in 1896 realised 

371 tons 14 cwt of raw sugar extracted from 3579 tons of cane. 

The company early on had suffered the embarrassment of its cheques being 

dishonoured.  This led to the appointment of Guarantor Directors to ensure the company 

could continue to trade. 

By 1920 the final payment to the Queensland Government for the mill had been made. 

For many years , molasses, a bi-product of producing sugar was regarded as a waste.  

1925 saw the construction of  the Plane Creek Power Alcohol Company plant next to the 
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mill to process this product into ethanol. The Queensland Premier at the time, Edward 

Theodore , planned to invest in the production of alcohol to be used as motor fuel.  The 

shareholders in this company were the Plane Creek Central Mill and Australian Estates 

who were the principal shareholders in Pleystowe Mill. The company later became known 

as Australian National Power Alcohol. 

The mill suffered for many years with problems of water supply. A weir was constructed 

in Plane Creek in 1926 to help conserve water. A second weir was constructed in 1935. 

With the extension south of the North coast railway in the 1920's saw the expansion of 

cane lands south to flaggy Rock which enabled the cane to be transported by rail to the 

mill for processing. 

In 1974 the mill was taken over by Pioneer Sugar Mills Limited.  The mill was in turn 

taken over by C.S.R. Limited in 1987. 

 

 

 

https://www.mackayhistory.org/research/sugar_mills/plane_creek.html 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mackayhistory.org/research/sugar_mills/plane_creek.html
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Brooklyn House – Howard Queensland 
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https://www.google.com/search?q=brooklyn+house+howard+qld&oq=brooklyn+house+howard+q&

gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqDAgAECMYJxiABBiKBTIMCAAQIxgnGIAEGIoFMg0IARAuGK8BGMcBGIAEMgYIA

hBFGEAyBggDEEUYOTINCAQQABiGAxiABBiKBTIKCAUQABiABBiiBDIKCAYQABiABBiiBDIKCAcQABiABBii

BKgCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=brooklyn+house+howard+qld&oq=brooklyn+house+howard+q&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqDAgAECMYJxiABBiKBTIMCAAQIxgnGIAEGIoFMg0IARAuGK8BGMcBGIAEMgYIAhBFGEAyBggDEEUYOTINCAQQABiGAxiABBiKBTIKCAUQABiABBiiBDIKCAYQABiABBiiBDIKCAcQABiABBiiBKgCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=brooklyn+house+howard+qld&oq=brooklyn+house+howard+q&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqDAgAECMYJxiABBiKBTIMCAAQIxgnGIAEGIoFMg0IARAuGK8BGMcBGIAEMgYIAhBFGEAyBggDEEUYOTINCAQQABiGAxiABBiKBTIKCAUQABiABBiiBDIKCAYQABiABBiiBDIKCAcQABiABBiiBKgCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=brooklyn+house+howard+qld&oq=brooklyn+house+howard+q&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqDAgAECMYJxiABBiKBTIMCAAQIxgnGIAEGIoFMg0IARAuGK8BGMcBGIAEMgYIAhBFGEAyBggDEEUYOTINCAQQABiGAxiABBiKBTIKCAUQABiABBiiBDIKCAYQABiABBiiBDIKCAcQABiABBiiBKgCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=brooklyn+house+howard+qld&oq=brooklyn+house+howard+q&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqDAgAECMYJxiABBiKBTIMCAAQIxgnGIAEGIoFMg0IARAuGK8BGMcBGIAEMgYIAhBFGEAyBggDEEUYOTINCAQQABiGAxiABBiKBTIKCAUQABiABBiiBDIKCAYQABiABBiiBDIKCAcQABiABBiiBKgCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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Submitted by Barbara Vines (suggested by Jenni Pioch & Margret Wroe) 
Information Extracted from Google, Trove, Fraser Coast Regional Council Website 
Further Information on Dame Annabelle Jane Rankin  (page 18) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You Cyril for still putting  

a smile on our faces. 
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https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/rankin-dame-annabelle-jane-15857 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annabelle_Rankin 

https://biography.senate.gov.au/rankin-annabelle-jane-mary/ 

Information extracted from various on-line sites 

Submitted by Barbara Vines 

https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/rankin-dame-annabelle-jane-15857
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annabelle_Rankin
https://biography.senate.gov.au/rankin-annabelle-jane-mary/
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Ebenezer Thorne 
 

Ebenezer Thorne was born in 
1836 in Devon to devout 
members of the Bibe Christian 
sect.  His maternal grandfather, 
William O’Bryan, had founded 
the Methodist influenced group 
in 1829.  The daughter of 
William O’Bryan, Mary, was a 
minister for 60 years.  Mary married Samuel Thorne who was an 
early leader of the sect and a printer.  Their son Ebenezer in turn 
was a Sunday School teacher and lay preacher for all of his life. 

 
The group sent missionaries to many places around the world including Ontario, 
Canada and Ebenezer was living in Orono, Ontario in the late 1850s where he ran a 
printing business as well as several newspapers.  He returned to England in 1860. 
 
He arrived in Queensland along with other members of his family in 1863.  In 1865 
he was cutting cedar near Noosa and then he moved to Gympie when the gold rush 
began.  The first inklings of his unusual approach to life are reports of his activities in 
Gympie around 1867 where he reputedly captured unbranded runway horses and 
kept then in a hidden location until it was safe to brand and sell them. 
 
The early 1870s finds him living in the Maryborough district 
and running the Wide Bay and Burnett News as well as 
being engaged in dugong hunting.  Ebenezer returned to 
England and married Kate Hooppell at Plymouth in 1872. 
 
In 1873, whilst still in England, he floated a Dugong oil 
company seeking £60,000 of English investors’ money.  He 
had claimed that he could obtain a government monopoly 
for dugong hunting, which never transpired. 
 
At the time, Dugong oil was being touted for its health properties.  It’s not clear what 
end the company came to, but one of the objectives was to purchase the business, 
goodwill and plant of Ebenezer Thorne. 
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John Ching, whose oil is advertised in newspaper advertisement, was originally 
recruited in England by Ebenezer to work for the new company but he left that 
arrangement and started his own successful Dugong oil company. 
 

Whilst in England, Kate gave birth to a daughter Ethelwynne.  The family arrived back 
in Brisbane as assisted passengers on board the “Western Monarch” in March 1876.  
The journey was not without interest.  One passenger, and actress, threw herself into 
the ocean, was rescued and kept under watch for the rest of the voyage as she 
threatened to do it again.  The water condensing machinery broke down and drinking 
water had to be pumped by volunteers.  A fire broke out in the Matron’s cabin and the 
captain shot himself in the hand.  There was also a case of enteric fever and 
controversially passengers were held in quarantine on Peel Island on arrival in 
Brisbane, until protests regarding the overzealous action led to their release.  
Ebenezer is mentioned as reading evening prayers. 
 
Baby Ethelwynne died at just 14 months old and a second daughter, Kate Carina 
May, was born in 1876.  In the same year a book written by Ebenezer called “The 
Queen of the Colonies”, describing Queensland in some detail, was published. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Thorne home was a farm in the Belmont area, and it’s thought the place name 
“Carina” derives from their daughter’s name. 
 
Ebenezer ran a variety of newspapers over the years including The South Brisbane 
Herald, The Southern Guardian, The South Brisbane and Logan Guardian, The 
Judge, The Southern World, The Planter and Farmer, The Border Post and the 
German language Nord Australische Zeitung. 
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This caustic headline relates to his pursuit 
of Government advertising revenue by 
pandering to the policies of whoever was in 
power at the time through his editorials.  
The article also claimed that Ebenezer, 
when running the Zeitung, offered to 
influence the German vote in an electorate 
in favour of a candidate for the election for 
a payment of £50. 
 
 

In 1881 he was tried for stealing an unbanded cow and branding it as his own.  
Though acquitted, the issue wouldn’t go away when Ebenezer entered politics.  
Frequently when he rose to give a public speech there was heckling about cows and 
Dugong oil. 
 
He sued Figaro for libel in a poem they printed about one occasion’s heckling. 
 
Ebenezer served as a Commissioner of the Peace or magistrate.  In 1884 he was 
controversially struck off the list by the Colonial Government after The Southern 
World newspaper of which he was a part proprietor, published an opinion of a case 
he was hearing. 
 
He also served on a number of local councils including th Cleveland, Bulimba and 
Belmont Divisional Boards. 
 
There were accusations in 1886 of the allocation of money to improve a road leading 
to a block of land in Belmont that Ebenezer had subdivided for sale, whilst major 
thoroughfares in the district such as Old Cleveland Road were in a shocking state.  
The Council meetings must have been interesting as in 1898 he was attacked by a 
fellow member of the Belmont Divisional Board during a meeting of the Board! 
 
The period around 1891 wasn’t a good one for Ebenezer.  In that year his affairs 
were wound up with his bank calling in mortgages.  The depression then occurring 
was making it hard for him to rent shops he owned in Stanley Street.  He was sued 
for libel over an article in “The Judge”, although this wasn’t unusual for him, and in 
the following year his wife Kate died. 
 
In 1893, Ebenezer married again to Sarah Elizabeth Lane.  He was 50 years old, and 
she was 43.  Along with Ebenezer’s daughter Carina, they lived in the Gertrude 
Street house which was built in around 1887 and originally called “Prospect Place”.  
With its double kitchen and two separate narrow and steep staircases leading to two 
dormer rooms, it was probably built as a duplex for rental. 
 
Ebenezer’s father Samuel and uncle John founded Prospect House School back in 
Devon in 1829, Which he probably attended.  In all likelihood this is the origin of the 
house name.  The school is still thriving under the name of Shebbear College, and 
the original schoolroom stands in the college grounds. 
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Prospect Place bears a resemblance to Prospect House school, with its elongated 
form and dormer windows mimicking the schoolhouse’s gables. 
 

 

 
 

Lake Methodist Chapel, Shebbear, stands on the site of the original Ebenezer Chapel 
of the Bible Christian sect.  On the right is the original schoolroom of Prospect 
House. 
The Gertrude Street house was originally called Prospect Place and bears some 
similarity to the old school building. 
 
Ebenezer purchased other property in the area, but with heavy mortgages he lost 
them in the crash that commenced in 1889.   
 

Ebenezer’s daughter Carina became known as a poet with her work 
published in Brisbane newspapers.  She studied pharmacy in Sydney 
and in 1903 developed an apparatus to treat tuberculosis using hot 
medicated air.  Ebenezer patented if for her in 1904.  Carina met an 
early death from pneumonia. 
 
 
 

 
Ebenezer wrote another book in 1903.  Interestingly for a Methodist, it was entitled 
“The Heresy of Teetotalism”.  In 1906, he travelled to England leaving his wife Sarah 
in Australia.  There he bigamously married a widow named Mrs. Earle who 
subsequently died.  He inherited her property to the value of £4.300, much to the 
chagrin of Mrs. Earles son Henry who was previously the benefactor of her will. 
 
Soon after, Ebenezer headed to New Plymouth in New Zealand.  
He stayed in a boarding house for travellers and invalids belonging 
another unsuspecting widow named Clara Berridge.  She was just 
recovering financially after a bankruptcy and the death of her 
husband William.  After a number of rejections, Clara finally agreed 
to marry Ebenezer in 1907.  He’d lied to her about his age, 
understating it by 10 years.  
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Ebenezer had adopted the name Benjamin Enroth, Enroth being an anagram of 
Thorne.  Ebenezer engaged in his customary activities of newspaper editing, Sunday 
School teaching and property development and became well known in the 
community.  Ebenezer had also convinced Clara to transfer most of her property and 
savings to him. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After his death in 1911, Clara sought to get her property back through the courts.  In 
the lead up to a 1914 court case, hand writing samples, certificates and photographs 
from interested parties began arriving at New Plymouth. 
 
The court ruled that the marriage was illegal, and Clara received her remaining 
property back, including the guest house.  It was the first time the New Zealand 
Supreme Court had heard a case of fraudulently procured property.  Unbeknownst to 
Clara, Ebenezer had made a will leaving some property to Henry Earle, who had 
discovered that he had been defrauded of his inheritance through Ebenezer’s first 
bigamous marriage in England. 
 
Amazingly, it emerged that Clara and Ebenezer’s daughter had met in Auckland in 
1908 and in an argument, Carina told Clara that there was a wife still alive in 
Brisbane.  However, the silver-tongued Ebenezer talked his way out of it. 
 
This, however, is not the end of the story! 
 
There was a complicated situation regarding Ebenezer’s will and conflicts with that of 
his first wife Kate.  Kate had left property in a trust to their daughter Carina; however, 
she had died from pneumonia in Melbourne in 1912 without having any children.  
Eventually the long suffering Sarah Thorne, second wife of Ebenezer, came into 
possession of the Highgate Hill property in 1920. 
 
Sarah renamed the house “Carina” after her step-daughter and lived there until her 
death in 1926. 
 
In a final twist to the story, a women called Annie Jeffrey refused to leave the house 
after Sarah’s death.  It had been left in Sarah’s will, along with property in Cleveland, 
to her niece Ellen Hamson.  It transpired that there was a verbal agreement that 
Annie would work for Sarah without pay until Sarah passed away.  At that time, in 
return for the years of unpaid work, Annie would inherit the house. 
 
The dispute went to court in 1927, and the judge commented that the legal costs 
would consume all the value of the property.  He brokered an agreement between 
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Ellen and Annie in private.  Annie gained the house and changed her surname from 
Jeffrey to Thorne.  She lived there until her death in 1945. 
 

 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/215175189/ebenezer_thorne 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/152190894/kate_thorne#view-photo=128193994 
 

Views of inside 1 Gertrude Street Highgate Hill 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/215175189/ebenezer_thorne
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/152190894/kate_thorne#view-photo=128193994
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Sources:- 
 

Pauls Blog July 2018 
https://highgatehill-historical-vignettes.com/author/pdgranville/ 
Bulimba Divisional Board 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/4485933 
Methodist Church 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible_Christian_Church 
Gympie Activities 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/1298758 
Dugong Hunting 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/27260438 
Floating of Dugong Oil Company 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/1308032 
Voyage on the Western Monarch 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/121925835 
Stealing Cattle 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/204048081 
Carina’s poem 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/181829938 
Death of Daughter Carina 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/201056689 
Berridge Bankruptcy 
https://www.pressreader.com/new-zealand/taranaki-daily-news/20130216/281878705772617 
Court Case 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/202665767 
Court Dispute 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/203936199 
 

Further Information:- 
 

Ebenezer’s Book 
https://espace.library.uq.edu.au/view/UQ:319367 
Articles on Carina Thorne 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/list/144746?page=4 
https://johnshistory.com/2021/01/04/a-woman-ahead-of-her-time-and-her-citizen-soldier/ 
https://viewer.slv.vic.gov.au/?entity=IE1753660&file=FL17544894&mode=browse 
 
Story & Information taken from various sources on-line. 
Suggested by Jenni Pioch & Margaret Wroe 
Original information created by Paul’s Blog (available on-line) 
Pictures, articles available from Find-a-Grave, Ancestry, Trove, Google, State Library  

 

 

https://highgatehill-historical-vignettes.com/author/pdgranville/
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/4485933
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible_Christian_Church
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/1298758
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/27260438
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/1308032
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/121925835
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/204048081
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/181829938
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/201056689
https://www.pressreader.com/new-zealand/taranaki-daily-news/20130216/281878705772617
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/202665767
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/203936199
https://espace.library.uq.edu.au/view/UQ:319367
https://trove.nla.gov.au/list/144746?page=4
https://johnshistory.com/2021/01/04/a-woman-ahead-of-her-time-and-her-citizen-soldier/
https://viewer.slv.vic.gov.au/?entity=IE1753660&file=FL17544894&mode=browse
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Did You Know 
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Gravestone Symbols & their meaning 
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MIMOSA CAFE 

The ANDRONICUS brothers 
George and Jim from the Greek 
island of Kythera opened a cafe 
called the Mimosa in Kent Street, 
Maryborough on Monday 23 April 
1923. They had gained experience 
in the cafe business in the 
Andronicus cafes in Rockhampton 
and Winton. The cafe was 
designed on the principle of a 
famous cafe in San Francisco. 
There was a large ground floor, a 
dance floor on the upper level, a 
large cellar and a kitchen. The 
ground floor would be a restaurant 
with the walls a light brown with 
floral designs. The ceiling was 
cream with lattice works. The 
restaurant had a large American 
bar with fountain drinks and ice 
cream. Morning and afternoon 
teas would be served. 

An article in the Chronicle in January 1925 claimed 
the Mimosa was an up to date cafe with choice 
confectionery, delicious ice cream, dainty sundaes 
and morning and afternoon teas. All sundaes and 
fountain drinks were made on the premises from the 
best ingredients. The upstairs hall was for weddings 
and parties. 

In January 1926 the Mimosa's fountain was offering 
7 phosphates, 23 soda flavours, 5 ice creams, 11 
sundaes, 9 fancy drinks, 4 malted milks, 5 egg 
drinks, 18 milk drinks, 6 bottled drinks and 5 water 
ices. 

The Mimosa was named in April 1927 one of the 
leading restaurants in the city - its motto speed, 
civility and cleanliness. 

In August 1930 the Andronicus brothers installed a 
12 feet ice cream counter - the “ Iceland Interior,” 
claimed to be the largest in Queensland. 
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In May 1934 Cafe Mimosa announced a new winter drink Cadburys chocolate Bourn- 
Vita made from hot milk, Bourn -Vita, combining in concentrated form malted milk, full 
cream milk, eggs, Australian malt and chocolate. 

A new milk bar 26 feet long was installed in March 1936. Mr Ted WROE did the 
installation. The cafe also lowered the price of all milk drinks from sixpence to 
fourpence. 

The milk bar was extended in length from half the length of the cafe to the full length 
in October 1936. In future Peters ice cream secured fresh from Brisbane daily would 
be available – in flavours vanilla, passionfruit, orange, pineapple and strawberry. Also 
available were family bricks, “two in one”, Eskimo pies, Smacks, ice blocks and 
buckets. Ice cream birthday cakes available soon. 

In December 1936 the cafe 
was offering Peters ice 
cream desserts-Neapolitan 
bricks, card bricks, Puss-in-
Boots, log rolls, fruit 
puddings and cakes to 
Santa Claus, good luck 
slippers and rabbits. In 
December 1946 the 
Chronicle announced that 
Mr M LEVONIS late of Mt 
Larcom had purchased the 
Mimosa. The cafe was 
renovated and opened for 
business on 31 March 1947. 

Mr Levonis [Menas or Mick] was still at the Mimosa at the end of 1954 but he moved 
to Toowoomba by 1958. In 1968 flood waters entered the basement of the Mimosa to 
a depth of 8 feet 6 inches. Many clubs and organisations held meetings in the 
Mimosa :1924 Silver Spray Cricket Club, Turf Wicket Club 1925, Baptist Club, 
Tinana, Illalong, Melrose, Chasmay, Granville, Nasby and St Pauls tennis clubs 
1925, Motor Cycle Club 1925, Hospital Committee 1925, Headquarters Wing 
Orchestra 1926, Kennel Club 1926, Soccer Association 1926, Miss Maryborough 
competitors 1927, Poultry Club 1928, Bowling Club 1928, Waratah Football Club 
1930, Wide Bay Coursing Club 1932, Philharmonic Society 1937, Rovers Football 
1938, Girl Guides 1950, Apex Club 1952 and the CWA 1952. 

On 21 June 1923 the dancing salon on the upper floor of the Mimosa Cafe was 
opened. Free use of the salon was given for a dance in aid of the “Diggers” Queen 
Carnival. The salon featured a stained floor and walls of imitation marble. The salon 
was opened for inspection the following day. The Andronicus brothers opened a 
spacious dance hall on the upper level on 24 July 1924. The hall opened onto a 
balcony lit by coloured electric lights and decorated with hanging baskets of pot 
plants and palms. Electric fans would be later installed. Thursday night dances would 
be conducted by Mr and Mrs C W Barnes and orchestra - Miss Robertson [piano], 
Miss Nahrung [violin] and Mr G Warry [drum effects]. The hall would be available for 
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weddings and other parties and dances. A large pianola would be supplied for the 
music. 

The first dance in the hall conducted by Mr Jack Little was held on 19 August that 
year. A Jazz Evening was held on 2 October by the Howard Jazz Band. A coming of 
age party for Thelma Fagg was held in December. 

On 8 October 1929 the Mimosa screened moving pictures – Afforestation [Australia] 
Pty Ltd. Admission was free. 

 
Wedding receptions held in the Mimosa: 
 
1923: Thomas PRESTWOOD and May COOPER 
 
1924: JohnFrancis WALKER and Irene Pender LADNER  

Cyril MUHLDORFF and Olive POHLMAN 
Leslie Alexander JACK and Phyllis Josephine CONNORS  
J HICKEY and Essie O'DOHERTY 

 
1925: Jack Chester McWATTERS and Esme THOMAS  

Bernard Albert SHILLIG and Agnes Jane OGDEN 
Charles GILBERT and Mary [Girlie] EDWARDS  
George BURKE and Evelyn [Baby] BANNAH 
 

1926: John Andrew GARDINER and Tillie HENDRICKSEN 
 
1928: Arthur AYRE and Annie Betty YULL 
 
1930: Alfred HOFFMAN and Elizabeth Jane [Cissie] POLLOCK 
 
1931: Frederick Elvyn KLUMPP and Nellie Cecelia O'BRIEN 
 
1932: Vincent MULLER and Thelma Beatrice WARD  

John Thomas DORAN and Marie COLLINS 
Peter HJELM and Hilda RAINS  
Morris MEREDITH and Ruby Frances THOMPSON 
 

1933: Dudley HOSKING ang Lillie LIVINGSTONE 
 
1935: Francis David KUSKIE and Myrtle WOLSTENCROFT  

James Frederick VENN and Jessie May LARSEN 
 

1936: Frederick Carl MANSKI and Vera Martha ROSIN  
James STEWART and Ethel SEAMONS 
Victor John NEILSEN and Clorice Lillian DART 
 

1937: Jack KERSNOVSKI and Jessie Elizabeth HARRIS  
Edwin Richard SIMS and Georgena WILLIAMSON 
Herbert H YULL and Mavis May VAUGHN  
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Andrew JESSEN and Elizabeth Rose PROCTOR 
Desmond George WINKLER and Vera Blanch WILSON 
 

1938: John MAHER and Florence KING  
Leslie Alfred FERRIS and Linda Florence NINNES 
Ronald ROSIER and Esme Florence HETHERINGTON  
Charles HEILBRONN and May COPP 
Douglas KUSKIE and Mary Elizabeth CAMERON  
Walter KAISER and Greta O'BRIEN 
Thomas Henry PEACHY and Isabel Elizabeth ZARNKE  
James SORRENSEN and Florence YULL 
Reuben DENMAN and Phyllis ANDERSON  
Bertram ROOTS and Valda Marella KING 
George Herbert DILLON and Mary Hazel DOYLE 
August George HARTWIG and Isabella Rachael DENMAN 
Lew SPRESSER and Doris May KERSNOVSKE 
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State Library Queensland (Article on the Mimosa Café) 

https://www.slq.qld.gov.au/blog/cafe-mimosa-maryborough 

 

Story written by member Marlene Wilson 

Photo’s & Articles from Trove & State Library 

https://www.slq.qld.gov.au/blog/cafe-mimosa-maryborough
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Janice Melva (nee Macauley) 
Downman was born in Richmond, 
Victoria, on the 29thof June 1938 to Bill 
and Melva Macauley.  She became 
known as Jan, as she found most people 
struggled to pronounce her name 
correctly. 

 When she was 18 months old, her 
brother Barry joined the family.  Jan told 
the story that Barry or ‘Bowie’ as she 
called him was lucky to survive 
childhood.  She fed him a bobby pin 
when he was just a baby “pin allll gone” 
she told their mother. Later on, she 
somehow managed to jam him between 
a Grand piano and a heavy armchair. 
This successfully stopped him from 
annoying her but was only a temporary 
fix! 

Jan started school at 4 years old after 
driving her mother “crazy” with 

questions. Within a term she had moved 
up to Grade 2. 

When Jan was 8, she and Barry had 
measles, and needed a home visit from 
their doctor.  They took this opportunity 
to order a baby sister. They were pleased 
when Averil arrived, as ordered, a few 
months later. 

Burnley Gardens, Richmond was part of 
Jan’s life from her earliest days, as her 
paternal grandparents lived and worked 
there from 1914-1945.  When her 
grandfather retired in 1945, her father 
took on his role, and the family moved to 
live at Burnley.  Jan recalled that living at 
the Gardens, was a great life for them as 
kids, with its 35 acres of gardens, 
paddocks and orchard, in which to roam.  

Although she achieved good grades, Jan 
chose not to continue onto Year 12, as 
she was not fond of the Headmistress, 
and left school at the end of Year 11, 
aged just 14 years.   

She planned to study to be a Pre-school 
teacher but could not enrol until she was 
16. Meanwhile her childhood friend Val 
had started working and studying 
Pathology Tech and encouraged Jan to 
try it. 

So, try it she did, and began work at 
Queen Victoria Hospital, studying at 
night. Perhaps, it should be noted that 
while Jan continued in pathology all her 
working life, her friend Val later 
transferred to her preferred career of 
nursing. 
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Jan was kept busy with working, 
studying, church, choir, youth club and 
the footy (AFL – c’on the tigers!), and 
there was little time spent at home. 

Jan travelled extensively and saw most 
of the world.  Being fiercely independent, 
brave and with a strong will, she was 
happy to travel by herself at times, hitch-
hike where necessary, and took risks 
that she probably would not have 
approved of in others.   

In her early 20’s she travelled to the UK 
with friends Beverley and Glenys where 
they lived and worked in London for 2 
years, spending her holidays exploring 
the UK and Europe. Before heading 
home, she travelled through India, Egypt 
and Bangkok. 

She was in Melbourne for a couple of 
years, when the Australian Government 
asked for volunteers to go to Vietnam as 
part of the civilian medical teams to 
assist the Vietnamese, during the 
Vietnam War. Jan was volunteered. She 
was in Long Xuyen (Swen) assisting at 
the local hospital for 6 months with the 
help of two Vietnamese assistants.   
While in Vietnam, dysentery - ‘Ho Chi 
Minh’s Revenge’ -was a weekly 
occurrence for the Aussie teams.  

On her way home from Vietnam, she 
visited Japan and Hong Kong.  She was 
only home briefly before setting off to 
New Zealand for 7 weeks.  She had 
planned to live and work there, but was 
unsuccessful in gaining employment as 
their Pathology Tech students had just 
graduated and had to be given first 

preference.  So, it was back home to 
Melbourne again. 

Her travels continued, when she was 
invited to work in the USA by those she 
had worked with in Vietnam.  Before 
starting her employment there, she 
toured around America and Canada. 
After much encouragement she ended 
up staying a few years.  Before heading 
home, she toured Africa and ended up 
with employment in Rhodesia (now 
Zimbabwe) for a short time. 

After returning home, briefly again, she 
drove up to North Qld and over to the 
Northern Territory before starting 
employment in Maryborough, where she 
met Jim, on the hospital tennis courts 
(where the emergency department now 
stands). 

In May 1975 Jim and Jan were married in 
her family church, St Bartholomew’s 
Anglican Church, Burnley, Victoria.  Their 
plan was to live and work in Maryborough 
during the winter and in Melbourne 
during the summer.  Being older when 
they married, they decided not to have 
children, however on the 4th of October 
1976, they were blessed with their best 
mistake ever, Alison Jane, and their 
plans changed significantly.  Jan chose 
to leave her pathology career, and 
commit her time to her family, and the 
community in which she lived.   

Settling into Maryborough, Jim and Jan 
built their home in Tinana and made 
lifelong friendships with neighbours.  Jan 
chose to worship at St Paul’s, and was a 
member of the church choir, she 
volunteered at Sunday School and  
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participated in all church activities and 
events. Many years later, with declining 
health, and unable to attend church, Jan 
would link in to services through zoom.   

More recently, it was Jan who won the 
competition to name the relocated 
Church Op Shop.  With Jan’s passion for 
all things historical, Jan suggested that it 
should be the “Pop-In” Op Shop, with a 
nod to the author of Mary Poppins, PL 
Travers who had been baptised in St 
Paul’s. 

When Alison started school and ballet, 
Jan was a willing parent volunteer, and 
this included tuckshop duties, class 
reading, and making ballet costumes 
and helping at concerts. 

Jan has always been a tremendous 
support to Alison.  As Alison grew older, 
their relationship only strengthened, 
with a deep friendship and complete 
trust in each other.   

Jan was never judgemental, never put 
pressure on Alison to be anyone but 
herself, although she did expect her to 
behave like a lady.  She had no hesitation 
in ticking Alison off for dropping her “g”s 
– good English is important.  And ladies 
shouldn’t swear, although more recently 
Jan very calmly said the swearwords for 
Alison when she whacked her ankle and 
was unable to speak due to the pain.   

Jan was extremely proud of Alison’s 
achievements and was delighted when 
Alison met her soul mate in Jason.  She 
was very happy to celebrate their 
marriage and welcome Jason as her 
son-in-law.  She cheekily nicknamed 

him “Jasonian!” 
 
Jan is well known through her volunteer 
work with the Maryborough and District 
Family History Society, Maryborough 
Family Heritage Institute and 
Maryborough Wide Bay & Burnett 
Historical Society.  When it comes to 
Maryborough’s history, her research is 
thorough. She detested inaccuracies.  
She has folders of information on all of 
the hotels in this area, and many other 
buildings.  She has co-authored several 
books which are held by the Family 
History Society. It has been said that ‘Jan 
is one of those exceptional humans who 
is genuine and kind, and one of the most 
passionate, humble and knowledgeable 
historians of Maryborough’.  Although 
Jan considered herself as no one 
special, there are many who beg to 
differ. 

After Jim retired, he and Jan enjoyed 
exploring parts of Australia, with Jan 
always creating a beautifully 
documented record of their travels.  

The last few years of Jan’s life have been 
extremely difficult for her.  In March 
2021, she mourned the loss of her 
beloved Jim. She has struggled with pain 
and medical issues which have largely 
been undiagnosed, with no real relief, 
little sleep, and long days of frustration. 

However, through it all, she never 
stopped thinking of others and being 
grateful for the love and friendship of 
family and friends.   
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Her suffering ended, when she quietly 
slipped away in the afternoon of 
Thursday 3rd of October.  

And to close, a poem written by Becky 
Hemsley. 

I can’t say I loved you.  I just can’t.  
Because it makes it sound as if my love 
is past tense.  Gone, finished, ended. 

And that is so far from the truth. 

My love is not in the past.  It will never be 
gone.  I love you now.  Still. 

You didn’t take all this love away with 
you.  It stays. It lingers. 

Some days it jumps up and hits me in 
the face just to remind me that it is still 
here.  Still persevering.  Some days it 
nudges me.  Challenges me to keep 
going.   

Daring me to find the strength to get 
through the day.  With every step 
forward and every glance back.  Every 
close of my eyes.  Every breath.   

My love is not dependent on you being 
here.   
There is nowhere far enough, and 
nothing permanent enough to stop me 
from loving you. 

So, I will not say I loved you.   

Because I love you.  Still. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim & Jan Downman 
(wedding day) 

 

Jan & daughter Alison 

 
Kindly supplied by Jan’s daughter Alison Bryant 

 

Memorial to past Member Jan Downman 
May you Rest in Peace 
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Future Local Events coming up. 
 

MDFHS Cemetery Tours (held on the 3rd Friday each month) 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Friday 17th January 2025   Friday 18th July 2025 

Friday 21st February 2025  Friday 15th August 2025 

Friday 21st March 2025   Friday 19th September 2025 

Thursday 24th April 2025   Friday 17th October 2025 

Friday 16th May 2025   Friday 21st November 2025 

Friday 20th June 2025   Friday 19th December 2025 
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Books  

On Sale from our rooms 

Maryborough Heritage Register Series 

Books 

 

Whose House is That?  (House names of Maryborough & District and their Owners) $12 (+P&H) 

 

Immigration to Maryborough 1862-1899. (Separate booklets)          $8 (+P&H)  

Different boats, stories, and listings of passengers in each booklet. 

 

“Mine Host” of Maryborough & District. (Licensed Publicans & Pubs to 1924)       $12 (+P&H) 

 

“Mine Host II” of Maryborough & District.  

(Licensed Publicans & Pubs 1924 to 1970)           $12 (+P&H) 

 

Hotels of the Burrum District             $12 (+P&H) 

 

Up the Creek, An early History of Bidwell and Magnolia Districts.        $20 (+P&H) 

Includes many family histories of early and present settlers of the area. 

 

Anyone for Tennis                         $20 (+P&H) 

 

Original Maryborough Site             $5 (+P&H) 

 

Paving the Way              $8.00 (+P&H) 

 

The Newton Rodeo              $10.00 (+P&H) 
  

 

New Book Releases 
 

  

The Theebine Hotel   by    K Dakin & J Nahrung                 $12 (+P&H) 

  

Shipbuilding at Walkers Limited    by   J A Concannon               $25 (+P&H) 

 

Tandora A Pioneer’s Dream by Lindsay Titmarsh                 $60 (+P&H) 

 

Hard Yards – Rugby League Recollections – 1910 -2010 by Ted Weber         $35 (+P&H) 

 

A Grand Passion by Anne De Lisle      $25 (+P&H) 

 

Swifts as we Remember       $10 (+P&H)  

 

The Story of Jane Ison 1770 – 1823 Convict with William Bryant &  

William Eaton – The Australian Legacy of Jane Ison, Convict Book 1 $30 (+P&H) 

 

 

 



  

FOREBEARS – MDFHS INC. PAGE 42 

 

 

Registered Publication Q.B.H.4759 
If undeliverable return to 
M.D.F.H.S. Inc. 
PO Box 408 
Maryborough Qld 4650 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Print Post  

PP10000/2968 

Postage Paid 

Australia 

MARYBOROUGH HERITAGE CITY 


