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Maryborough District Family History Society Inc 

Member of Australian Federation of Family History Organisation 

Federation of Family History Societies 

 

Patron    Mr Bill Hovard 

Address    Upstairs - Maryborough Heritage Centre 

       Wharf & Richmond Streets 

        PO Box 408, 

        Maryborough, Queensland. Australia. 4650. 

Phone Number   07 41231842 

E-Mail Address   maryboroughfamilyhistory@gmail.com 
Facebook   https://www.maryboroughfamilyhistory.com/ 
 

 

Office Bearers:   President:  John Ruhle 

    Secretary:  Barbara Vines   

    Treasurer:  Barbara Vines 

    Committee:  Jenni Pioch, Wendy Eckert, 

       Cyril Clark, Karen Byrant 

Cemetery Tours Margaret Wroe. Jenni Pioch, Scott Stedman, 

Tony Pioch & Barbara Vines                                       

Minute Secretary:   Barbara Vines  

  

Cost of Forebears Journal:            Two Journals per year, May & November. 

    (Free to Members) $3.00 to Non-Members: $5.00 Posted. 

 

Journal emailed to members and exchanged with participating Societies local & 
abroad. 
 

Research Officers: Marlene Wilson, Jenni Pioch, Karen Bryant, Jan Downman 

 

Research Fees:    In the Rooms.  $10.00 for the 1st hour 

                                                                                                                   $20.00 for up to 6 hours 

        $50.00 for a Society Researcher 

 

Written Research:      $50.00 0nwards for Research enquiry 

 

Opening Hours:    Tuesday    09.30am to 1.30pm 

     Wednesday & Thursday  09.30am to 1.30pm 

     Monday, Friday & weekends CLOSED 

      

Hours may be subject to change. If visiting from out of town, please ring (07) 
41231842. 
 

Annual Membership   (Due on July 1st of each year) 

Single:     $30.00 per year 

Family:                  $40.00 per year 

Associate Membership (3)  $50-00 per year 

Donations:    Donations of $2.00 or more are Tax-deductible. 

     Please make all cheques payable to the  

Maryborough District Family History Society Inc. 

 
 
 

The Maryborough District Family History Society Inc does not hold itself 
responsible for any opinions expressed, or statements made, and contributions to this 

journal -Forebears.

mailto:maryboroughfamilyhistory@gmail.com
https://www.maryboroughfamilyhistory.com/
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Welcome New Members & 

Volunteers 

Susan Bowes (773) 
Dan Morrissy (775) 

Annette Seymour (774) 
Margaret Cousins (776) 
Sharow Bristow (778) 

Leslee Hughes/Corey Phillis (777) 
Hellen Batchelor (779) 

Sue Ellsum (781) 
Yvonne & Graham McIntosh (780) 

Jacoueline Nystrom (782) 
Ann-Maree Byrne (783) 

 
     

  

 

 

Remembering Past Members 

 
Des Hansen 

Jan Downman 

  

 

 

PRESIDENTS REPORT NOVEMBER 2024 
 

 
Well Christmas is near and 2025 will be on us before we know it.  All is running 
smoothly here although last week Helen had the flu and Leslee caught COVID.  They 
are back this week full of vigour.  Research is still coming in and keeping us busy.  
On a sadder note, I have to report the passing of one of our long standing stalwarts 
in Jan Downman.  She has been battling ill health for quite a while, so it was probably 
a pleasant relief for her.  She will be very much missed around here as we could 
always fall back on her knowledge and wonderful memory, even when not well she 
enjoyed helping us out.  Vale Jan Downman sadly missed.  May you rest in peace. 
 
This year we decided to take an extra week over the break so will be closing on the 
12th December 2024 and returning on the 21st January 2025.  We have had a request 
from Rotary for a Cemetery Tour as part of their Christmas with about 50 attending, 
so that will be a good tour for our presenters.  Otherwise, the tours have been down 
on previous years.  Our funds are holding at the moment but only just.  We have had 
good income from our research which has helped.  Hopefully we can get through 
next year without dipping into our investments. 
 

Well folks that just about covers all the information I can pass on so to one and all 
MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

Until 2025 have a great Christmas and if travelling please DRIVE SAFELY. 
 
 

John Ruhle 
President 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Journal Contribution Acknowledgements 

 

Family History -  Marlene Wilson 

Story’s -   Marlene Wilson 

Bits & Bobs -  Sue Ellsum & Cyril Clark 

Other Articles -   

Photographs - In-house library & Trove 
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WOODHEAD AND MOORE - 
Carriers 

 

 

J D Ruhle and Sons placed a public notice in the 
Chronicle in October 1919 advising that as from 1 
October the business of general carriers and 
forwarding agents carried on by them had been taken 
over by Messrs Woodhead and Moore who had 
secured the services of John Craigie and Hugh David 
Ruhle for an indefinite period. A small advertisement 
appeared later in the month: Woodhead and Moore 
Successors to J D Ruhle & Sons General Carriers, 
Customs and Forwarding Agents Ellena Street, 
Maryborough Furniture, Machinery and Samples 
removed. 

Chronicle 24 April 1923: Second electric light unit to 
be installed at the city council's powerhouse – 
Yesterday the large Babcock & Wilcock boiler 
manufactured by the large Sydney firm was hauled 
through the city on one of Messrs Woodhead and 
Moore's lorries. The boiler 25 feet long and weighing 6 
tons required a team of 9 horses to convey it to the 
powerhouse. Some time ago Woodhead and Moore 
transported the machinery of the first unit from the 
wharf to the site of erection. 

Chronicle 28 September 1923: Woodhead and 
Moore's motor lorry transported around town “boys” 
from the Barambah settlement. A corroboree took place 
at the show grounds. 

Early in 1926 Woodhead and Moore had a new 
proprietor ,Vince Mycock, who had worked in the local 
Customs for the past five years. Prior to that he had 

worked in Brisbane and Bundaberg. 

Chronicle 12 July 1926: Farewelled by Employees: The employees of Messrs 
Woodhead and Moore assembled after hours on Thursday evening to bid farewell to 
their late employers prior to their departure to Brisbane and to make them each a 
presentation of a solid gold Ever-sharp pencil. Mr Woodhead asked the staff to 
extend to Mr Mycock their successor the same loyal support accorded them. 
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On Thursday afternoon the combined staffs of Messrs Howard Smith Ltd, A.U.S.N. 
Co and Maryborough Wharves Ltd met to bid farewell to Mr H E Woodhead and Mr 
Eric Moore on the eve of their departure from Maryborough. Mr Woodhead was 
presented with a gold mounted fountain pen and Mr Moore with a case of pipes. 

Chronicle 23 December 1930: Vincent Basil Mycock died suddenly at his residence 
Queen Street last Saturday at the age of 34 years. He had been an officer in the 
Customs Department in Brisbane, Bundaberg, and Maryborough. About 5 years ago 
he resigned and purchased Woodhead and Moore. 

Advertisement: The carrying business Woodhead and Moore conducted by the late 
Mr E B Mycock will be continued by his executors. No changes will be made in the 
personnel, carrying ,forwarding and Customs Housework. 

Chronicle 22 August 1931: Woodhead and Moore: Ice delivery will commence on 1 
September 1931.The ice from Reeds Ltd will be supplied, manufactured from tank 
water doubly filtered. [In September 1932 the ice was made from rainwater] 

Telegraph 27 April 1938: A fierce storm wreaked 
havoc in Maryborough last night. A large store 
belonging to Woodhead and Moore in the centre of 
the city was unroofed. The roof lifted high and 
landed across the other side of Richmond Street 
tearing through electric light and telephone lines. 

Chronicle 30 October 1940: The Jacaranda 
Patriotic Carnival will have a procession on Saturday 
2 November. There will be 29 floats including that of 
Woodhead and Moore – a replica of one of the 
famous Cobb and Co coaches drawn by a unicorn [ 
three in hand] team. 

Chronicle 4 November 1940: Takings for the 
carnival exceeded 800 pounds. The Cobb and Co 
coach was drawn by a four horse team. Its 
passengers included a trooper wearing a sword and 
gentlemen of the day sporting mutton chop whiskers 
and side levers. 

Chronicle 21 June 1941: Featured the history of 
Woodhead and Moore. Mr Mycock's widow now Mrs 
Pearson is the present proprietress. The manager 
since 1925 has been Mr J Scheikowski. 
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Chronicle 6 February 1942: Messrs White and Son [Mr 
N McLennon proprietor] wish to notify that their carrying 
business has been taken over by Messrs Woodhead 
and Moore.  

Chronicle 20 August 1946: Woodhead and Moore born 1875 now stronger than 
ever: For experienced packing, storage and removal of household furniture and 
effects contact Woodhead and Moore Transport Specialists Ellena and Richmond 
Streets. 

Chronicle 8 October 1954: Mr Jim L McDonald a carrier for 30 years has retired. Mr 
McDonald has sold out to Woodhead and Moore the oldest carrying firm in 
Maryborough effective from 1 October. 

  

John Craigie RUHLE died aged 71 in Maryborough on 28 August 1949 late of 344 
Ann Street.  

Harry Edgar WOODHEAD died on 29 October 1948 and 
was buried at Mt Thompson. 

 

 

 

George Henry Eric MOORE died on 5 July 1961 in Brisbane.  

 

James Lazarus McDonald died at the 
Maryborough hospital on 25 December 
1960 aged 72 years. 
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Sources - Trove 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/152607459?searchTerm=ruhle%20%26%2

0sons 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/150537822?searchTerm=woodhead%20%

26%20Moore 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/152072355?searchTerm=woodhead%20an

d%20moore 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/152116966?searchTerm=woodhead%20an

d%20moore 

 

Research & Story compiled by member Marlene Wilson 

Photos & Newspaper articles sourced through Find-A-Grave & Trove 

 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/152607459?searchTerm=ruhle%20%26%20sons
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/152607459?searchTerm=ruhle%20%26%20sons
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/150537822?searchTerm=woodhead%20%26%20Moore
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/150537822?searchTerm=woodhead%20%26%20Moore
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/152072355?searchTerm=woodhead%20and%20moore
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/152072355?searchTerm=woodhead%20and%20moore
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/152116966?searchTerm=woodhead%20and%20moore
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/152116966?searchTerm=woodhead%20and%20moore
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The Richers Family 

THE RICHERS FAMILY William George [Wilhelm Georg] 
RICHERS was born in Hamburg, Germany on 5 March 
1882. He arrived in Victoria on the STUTTGART in April 
1903. He lived in Melbourne for about two years and then 
in Sydney NSW for a further two years. He was in 
Brisbane QLD by 1908. He first worked at Southport and 
then as barman at the Railway Hotel in Stanley Street, 
South Brisbane. Following that he was a packer at the 
Brisbane Bottle Exchange. He was granted a Certificate 
of Naturalisation in 1914. At that time, he was the 
licensee of the Bayview Hotel in Scarborough. He 
married Margretta WATERS in Brisbane on 15 
September 1914. 

William was a shopkeeper in Wynnum in 1919, a grocer in Lutwyche in 1921, a 
storeman in Kedron in 1925 and a shopkeeper in Wynnum in 1928. In 1931 he was 
licensee of the Lamington Hotel in Lamington south of Beaudesert. 

William and Margretta arrived in Maryborough by 1933, bringing with them their son 
Walter Frederick born 16 August 1916 and their daughter Merl Margretta born 19 
October 1924. 

In 1933 William was granted a renewal of his publican's licence for the Union Hotel in 
Maryborough. In 1936 and 1943 William a hotel manager and Margretta were living 
at 107 Kent Street, Maryborough. They moved to 66 Cypress Street, Torquay by 
1949. William died on 23 March 1955 and was buried in Grave M718 in 
Maryborough. Margretta died in St Stephens Hospital on 20 February 1977 and was 
buried with William. 

RICHERS TRANSPORT PTY LTD began in 
Maryborough in 1935 when Walter was 
working for the local ice vendor. When the ice 
vendor got into financial difficulty Walter was 
given a T Model Ford truck in lieu of wages. 
He delivered ice early in the morning leaving 
the truck free for the rest of the day. He was 
an ice vendor and carrier in 1936. 

In 1941 Walter was a general carrier and 
forwarding agent of 127 Richmond Street. In 
1942 he was the agent for Caltex motor oil, 
Marfak and Thuban. That year he took over 
the whole of the carrying business of the 
Maryborough Cooperative Dairy Association. 
He placed many large ads in the Chronicle in 
1945 and 1946. In 1947 Messrs Guse Bros of 
Maryborough - Pialba Transport established their depot with Walter Richers. 
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Richers became agents for the Airstream refrigerator in 1947 and for Green 
Superpower Kerosene in 1950. 

A small ad appeared in the 1950s stating luggage, furniture and bulky parcels would 
be delivered. 

RICHERS TRANSPORT have depots in Bundaberg, Maryborough, Hervey Bay , 
Gympie and Brisbane. They operate in NSW and Victoria. 

Walter married on 6 October 1945 Gwendoline Helen EADIE. They had daughters 
Claire and Lesley. They lived at 165 Fort Street. Walter died on 23 December 1987 
and Gwendoline in September 2013. 

Walter's sister Merl married Andrew Keith THORNE, a schoolteacher. He taught in 
Camooweal, Aramara and Gympie. They were in Henry Street , Gympie in 1977. 
Andrew died in 1993 and was cremated. He has a plaque on Bribie Island. Merl died 
in Brisbane in April 2015.They had a daughter Helen Annette. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Grave M718 

 

  Grave M364 
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Research & Story Compiled by member Marlene Wilson 

Photo’s & detail information resourced from Find-A-Grave & Trove 

 

 

 

 

 



  

FOREBEARS – MDFHS INC. PAGE 11 

 

 

William WHITLEY  
Pioneer of Burrum Coal  

William WHITLEY was possibly a lodger aged 22 years working in a 
cotton factory in Oldham, Lancashire in 1851. In December 1859 at 
St Mary's Church in Oldham he married Martha SMITH. The pair 
arrived in Queensland on the MONTMORENCY in July 1863 - 
William aged 34 and Martha 30. 

In Maryborough he formed a partnership with WOODROW and the 
pair were selling First Class bricks in August 1864. This partnership was dissolved on 
23 August 1864. In July 1866 William Whitley was a fire brick and tile manufacturer 
offering bricks for sale at his kiln. 

In April 1868 he wrote to the Mayor and the Aldermen offering to lease the toll bar for 
five years – had been a lessee of the toll bar for about a year and would make 
improvements on the property. There was also in that paper a letter from Mr C. 
Hawthorne now at Nashville withdrawing his surety for W. Whitley lessee of the toll 
bar as he had changed residence. Mr Whitley would have to furnish fresh sureties. 

In July 1868 William Whitley was erecting a building to be used as a hotel in Kent 
Street and he was granted a publican's licence for the Commercial Hotel in 
September that year. In September 1869 his licence was transferred to George 
Ross. 

 

His tender in December 1868 for the erection of a brick culvert in Lennox Street 
between the lockup reserve and the hospital was accepted but later in December he 
declined to carry out this work. 

In October 1869 William Whitley applied to select 60 acres agricultural and 60 acres 
second class pastoral land on the Burrum River. 

The floods at Burrum in March 1870 covered all the cleared lands of Mr F. Smith and 
his adjoining neighbour Mr W. Whitley. The water rose to two or three feet in their 
homes. 

In October 1872 a seam of fire clay was discovered on Whitley's farm at the Burrum 
River. The quality was excellent, and the clay would be used to make fire bricks. 
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Whitley applied for 125 acres of second class 
pastoral land on the Burrum River in February 
1873. In October 1874 his application for 320 
acres of second class pastoral land in the 
County of Cook was accepted. 

In January 1875 this selection No 814 was cancelled. 

In May 1874 Whitley's brick yard in Maryborough was for sale – 45 acres, secure 
fences, good grass, plenty of water and with a 4 roomed house. 

An article in the Chronicle in December 1874 about industrial establishments listed 
Whitley as having 125 acres on the right bank of the Burrum, facing deep water. His 
bricks were stamped with “Whitley, Burrum.” 

Whitley's application for 500 acres of second class pastoral land in the parish of 
Burrum in November 1875 was accepted. 

He applied in February 1876 for a 
certificate of fulfilment for his homestead 
in the parish of Walsh 125 acres No 657. 

Mr Whitley found a very good coal seam 5 or 6 feet thick in February 1876 and was 
putting down a shaft. The Chronicle in September 1876 reported that within the last 
14 months over 3000 feet of boring and shafts had been put down by William Howard 
and William Whitley. 

For sale by public auction on 4 September 1876: 8 roomed house, kitchen and 
servant's room, stables, outhouses, 5 acre paddock - built especially for a country 
hotel, quite new, known as '' Whitley's'' at the Burrum Crossing close to the coal pits. 
[Chronicle 2 September] 

Whitley's selection reached a total thickness of nearly 7 feet and a depth of 160 feet 
in early March 1877. Later that month he placed a wanted ad for vessels to carry coal 
from Whitley's Main colliery to Maryborough. In October his offer to purchase No 
1100, 320 acres at Burrum was accepted. In August 1878 his application for No 950, 
525 acres of second class pastoral land at Burrum was granted. He also applied that 
month for No 827, 320 acres at Burrum. 

As the Burrum miners were not able to develop their mines to their full potential in 
August 1878 some were offered to an MLA in NSW [Mr Hurley] who hoped to raise 
capital to form a company – on offer to him were the properties of George Howard, 
William Whitley, and two-thirds of the Beaufort. Mr Hurley submitted an offer to the 
government for the construction of a railway from Maryborough to Burrum. He 
became the owner of a Burrum coal mine that month. 

In November 1878 the Government Geologist [Mr A.C. Gregory] reported on 10 
distinct coal seams at Burrum including the Beaufort seam, the Burrum seam being 
worked by Whitley and Watson's seam. 
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By January 1880 Whitley's mine had been closed down – the only mine open was the 
Beaufort. Mr Whitley spent months that year in Brisbane doing all in his power to 
facilitate the formation of Hurley's company. 

On 1 November 1880 the Burrum Railway 
Company was registered with John Hurley one of 
the directors. 

The company was in possession of the mining 
properties of Whitley 1140 acres, Beaufort 484 
acres , Howard 80 acres and two others. 

With the necessary capital having been raised in 
Sydney, John Hurley left for England in January 
1881 to procure the necessary machinery, 
vessels, and plants for working the mines. While 
there he successfully floated the Queensland 
Burrum Coal Mining Company in August. 

In August the Hurley Company announced it 
intended to purchase the Howard and Whitley 
mines and others as well. In March 1882 the 
original owners of the coal lands known as 
Howard's, Whitley's, Woodrow’s, and others 
formally transferred their titles to the new 
company. The Beaufort Colliery discovered and 
opened by the late Mr Steley was sold to Mr 
Hurley the managing director for the Queensland 
Land and Coal Company in July that year. In 
December the machinery for the Queensland 
Land and Coal Company arrived from England. 

In  

January 1883 Whitley put up for auction an allotment in Howard – subdivision 3 of 
Section 6 Portion 26 adjoining the Post and Telegraph offices and fronting Edith 
Street. Soon after he left for England to protect his interests in the Burrum Colliery. In 
December 1883 in the Chronicle appeared this advertisement: For Private Sale the 
Cream of the Burrum Township of Howard 100 splendidly situated business sites 
immediately opposite the Queensland Land and Coal property and close to the Post 
Office – Apply W. Whitley Esq. Whitley remained in England for over two years, 
returning by October 1885. 

William Whitley forfeited 2560 acres for non-fulfilment of conditions early in 1886. 

His wife Martha died on 30 July 1888 aged 56 years and 
was buried in the Howard Cemetery (Section B Church of 
England Plot 2. 
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In August 1892 Whitley's first class fire bricks made from material found in Howard 
were tested in two foundries and found to be of good quality. 

William died in Howard on 22 June 1893 aged 65 years 
(Section B Church of England Plot 14). A notice in the 
Telegraph stated he was a prominent brick and tile maker in 
Maryborough and was instrumental in developing coal 
mining in Howard. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Story researched & written by member Marlene 
Wilson, Pictures courtesy of Trove & Find-a-

Grave 
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Margaret HOOD 

Margaret HOOD born c 1862 in Scotland arrived in 
Maryborough aged 10 years on the POLMAISE on 12 
September 1872 with her parents John 60 years and 
Isabella 43 years and siblings Hugh 8 years, Christiana 6 
years, Peter 4 years, Danina 3 years and John an infant. 

 Margaret became a teacher in 1875 and taught at three 
Maryborough schools - the Old Primary in Alice Street 
[became the Central], the Granville School and the 
Tinana School.  At the age of 28 she was appointed Head 
Mistress of the One Mile Girls’ State School in Gympie 
where she remained until she retired in June 1928. 

 She was a persistent campaigner for the rights of 
women teachers trying to regain lost promotional 
avenues. 

Hood said that the Creator had imbued women with the 
higher ideals necessary for the training of girls.  
Unfortunately, according to her, the existing trends 
made it appear that soon there would be no room at the 
top for bright female assistant teachers, ambitious to 
become head teachers of girls and infants’ schools.  This 
policy of men, to lower the status of women, was an 
attempt to put the clock back, she said.  If mixed schools 

were indeed better, then head teaching positions in them should be accessible to females 
since there were many female assistant teachers who were better than many of the male 
head teachers.  She stated that women were blindly looking to men for initiative, but men 
were resolved to eliminate all the natural leaders among the women.  It was important, she 
said, for women to live true to the highest in themselves and not copy the men since no one 
could say the men were a success.  Women had to solve their own problems.  It was written, 
she said, in the 'Book of Fate' that one day women would rise and when that day came, men 
would rejoice and not mourn.  This extract taken from an educational document “Female 
Teachers in Queensland State Schools 1902-1940.” 

 Miss HOOD believed,” Put a girl on her honour and you will see the good it will bring forth.”  
Her ideas and ideals were in advance of her time. [One Mile State School Centenary Book] 

 From 1903 to 1928 Margaret HOOD lived at Laurie Lane - off Red Hill Road Gympie. 

 Margaret HOOD died shortly after her retirement at the age of 66 on 7 August 1928 at the 
Mater Hospital Rockhampton and was buried on the 8th in the Maryborough Cemetery in  

Grave D377 beside her parents - her father John died in 1886 and her mother in 1914. Long 
funeral report in the Chronicle on 9 August 1928 
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Funeral Article – Chronicle 9th August 1928 
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Some of the hundreds of articles in the Gympie Times for Miss HOOD: 

1 July 1893 Miss HOOD and her assistants and pupils past and present of One Mile Girls’ 
School entertained with a cantata “The Enchanted Swans” 11 July 1893 Concert to be 
repeated for the benefit of the Hospital on 14 July. 

29 June 1895 One Mile Girls’ School Concert- opera “Sylvia” performed [Her concerts were 
in two parts - the first part performed by the pupils and the second half by the staff and past 
pupils usually] 

2 July 1895 One Mile Girls’ School Concert - For the senior girls Miss Lucy ROBINSON sang 
the solo [Find Lucy Robinson below] 

7 Sep 1897 Another by Girls’ School where Cowen’s opera “The Sleeping Beauty” was 
performed 

5 Nov 1898 Second part of operetta “Cinderella” performed - One Mile Girls’ School 28 Oct 
1899 “The Flower Queen” Concert - a cantata [Lucy was in red as a poppy] 

22 Oct 1901 Concert -cantata in 2 parts “The Children ‘s Queen”- by One Mile Girls’ School 

22 Oct 1904 The opera “Sylvia” by HT Miss HOOD and staff - Misses Daniell, Snell, Redpath, 
Price and Koppe & pupil teachers Misses Johnstone, Brown, and Angove 

 I was born and grew up in Gympie and still have siblings living there.  When I was twelve, I 
saw the sea for the first time [at Tin Can Bay].  I was so thrilled that I wrote about it to the 
children's pages of the Australian Mirror.  A short time later I received a letter from an 
elderly lady living in Croydon VIC.  She had read my story and noted that I lived at the One 
Mile Gympie where she grew up.  She attended the One Mile School from 1883-1893 and 
again in June 1896.  Her father, William Johnston Robinson, was the Postmaster at the Mt 
Pleasant Post Office in Graham Street.  Her name was Lucy Robinson, and she became my 
pen pal for 21 years till her death in 1971.  Lucy wrote of the wonderful concerts her Head 
Mistress Miss HOOD organized with the help of Miss SNELL and others on the staff.  Lucy 
kept in touch with her teachers at the One Mile and they visited her in Victoria. 
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Chronicle 4 February 1914 
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Chronicle 24th August 1940 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Research & Story Compiled by member Marlene Wilson 

Article & photo curtesy of Trove & Find-a-Grave 
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From the Grave………………… 
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Morton and Morton Solicitors 

 

Thomas Morton was born on 28 February 1846 in Tavoy, Burma, the son of 
Surgeon-Major David Thomas Morton who was attached to the British army. He was 
educated in England from the age of five.  In August 1863 he arrived on the Fiery 
Star with his younger brother Hugh. 

He first worked as a jackeroo on stations in the Maranoa District, then in the Roma 
Post Office.  He arrived in Maryborough in 1868 and worked as a clerk for Mr 
Steadman, an English solicitor.  The following year he was articled to William Barnes, 
a solicitor. 

In 1872 he completed his articles at Mt Perry 
with William Pritchard Morgan.  He was 
admitted as a solicitor on 20 March 1874.  On 2 
April 1874 he formed a co-partnership as 
attorney and solicitor with William Pritchard 
Morgan as Morgan and Morton.  Their offices 
were at the Post Office Chambers, 
Maryborough, in Mary Street, Gympie and in 
Heusman Street, Mt Perry.  A Chronicle notice 
14 April 1874 stated Morgan and Morton were 

in the Bazaar Street offices lately occupied by Mr Macaish.  This partnership was 
dissolved on 1 December 1874 and the business was carried on by Thomas Morton. 

Henry Corser and Thomas Morton entered into a co-partnership as solicitors in 
Adelaide Street on 1 January 1875.  By February 1876 Corser and Morton had 
moved to premises lately occupied by the Chronicle opposite the Royal Hotel in Kent 
Street.  Early in 1883 they moved again to premises in Wharf Street opposite the 
courthouse, lately occupied by Mr Powers solicitor.  Henry Corser and Thomas 
Morton dissolved the partnership on 31 December 1884.  Mr Corser carried on as 
solicitor in the offices in Wharf Street while Thomas Morton on 1 January 1885 
formed a co-partnership at Maryborough and Bundaberg with Charles Powers as 
Morton and Powers.  Their offices were those lately occupied by Powers in Stupart's 
Building, Bazaar Street and in Young's Building, Bourbong Street, Bundaberg.  They 
moved in May 1885 to new offices in Wharf Street opposite the courthouse. The firm 
had an office in Brisbane by November 1888.  In December 1889 this office was at 
the corner of Queen and George Streets.  This partnership was dissolved on 28 
February 1894.  Thomas Morton continued the business in his own name. 
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In August 1900 he took Mr C G Gordon, solicitor of Maryborough, into partnership.  
Their office was in Wharf Street.  The pair admitted Thomas's son Hugh Gilbert 
Stuart Morton into the partnership in 1908.  The business was conducted as Morton, 
Gordon and Morton. 

In August 1918 the partnership was dissolved.  Thomas and his son continued the 
Maryborough business as Morton and Morton.  Clement G Gordon continued the 
Nanango and Kingaroy branches. In February 1920 Gordon joined Maryborough 
solicitors Corser and Sheldon as a partner. 

A very long article in the Chronicle 20 March 1924 stated that it was 50th 
anniversary of Thomas Morton's entry to the ranks of the legal profession.  On 22 
March a presentation was made to Thomas in the offices of Morton and Morton by 
the practising solicitors of Maryborough – Messrs C F Sheldon, E J McCaffrey, C G 
Gordon, Geo McGhie and L P Power, accompanied by Mr H Corser.  His son was 
also present.  Thomas was presented with a handsome office clock. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/151335422?searchTerm=morton%20%26
%20morton 

Thomas died at his home in 
Alice Street on 21 July 1929.   
His son Hugh died in Brisbane 
on 23 January 1936.  In 
February 1936 Qld Trustees Ltd 
announced that Mr M J Boge, B 
A, solicitor of the Supreme Court 
, had been appointed to continue 
the business of Morton and 
Morton.  A notice later in 
February by Qld Trustees Ltd 
announced the sale of the legal 
practice to Messrs Robert Stuart 
Stephenson and Marcus Jack 
Boge B A.  The firm would 
continue as Morton and Morton. 

Morton and Morton today have 
offices at 130 Wharf Street, 
Maryborough and in the Central 
Avenue Plaza, Hervey Bay. 
 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/151335422?searchTerm=morton%20%26%20morton
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/151335422?searchTerm=morton%20%26%20morton
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Maryborough Monumental Cemetery  

L202-L204 

 

Extracted from Find-A-Grave 
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Figure 1  Married 16th December 1880 in Maryborough Queensland 

Additional information – another daughter Gertrude Jane Morton (Born 21st September 1883 – Died 

6th July 1970) believed to be buried Mt Thompson Crematorium. 
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Research & Story Compiled by member Marlene Wilson 

Pictures & other information courtesy from Find-a-Grave & Trove. 
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Did You Know 
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Gravestone Symbols & their meaning 
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James HOOD 

James [Jimmy] HOOD was born on 9 April 1890 in Gympie 

to parents James HOOD and Catherine COLLINS. On 21 

February 1910 he married Florence Louisa CHATTIN.  

James was a shop assistant [no 

doubt in his father's tailoring 

shop] and he and Florence lived 

in Horseshoe Bend, Gympie. 

They were still there in 1922.  In 

1925 and 1926 their address was 

the Royal Exchange Hotel in 

Mary Street. 

A notice appeared in the Maryborough Chronicle 4 October 

1923 stating that Jim HOOD & Sons, tailors & men's wear 

specialists of Gympie were opening a branch in Bazaar Street, Maryborough.  One of the sons 

would be in charge.  On 27 October 1924 the firm moved to new premises in Kent Street that 

were recently vacated by Messrs A.J. BRYANT & CO.  The Chronicle dated 7 October 1926 

announced Jim HOOD junior had entered into partnership with the firm. 

James a tailor and Florence were living at 93 Adelaide Street in Maryborough from1934 to 

1963.  His advertising slogans in the Chronicle in the 1930s were:  All Suits are not Good 

Suits, but all HOOD Suits are Good Suits, and A Hood Suit is a Good Suit.  In June 1941 an 

article titled Jim HOOD & SONS Tailors of Quality appeared in the Chronicle.  It made 

mention of his association with the Naval and City Bands and the fact he was secretary of the 

Wide Bay Bowling Association.  In September 1941 a fire in Kent Street destroyed three 

shops including that of Jim HOOD & SONS.  A long report of the enquiry appeared in the 

Chronicle on 3 October.  James opened a temporary shop in part of Dick HALL'S 

newsagency premises on the corner of Adelaide and Ellena Streets.  He was still there in 

December.  His advertisements in the Chronicle were still appearing in 1954.  James died on 

30 March 1967 in the Maryborough Hospital.  Florence was still in Adelaide Street in 1968 

but moved to 321 Ann Street.  In 1980 she was in a Retirement Village in Torquay.  She died 

on 24 November that year. They had three children. 

Thelma Louise HOOD born 12 October 1910 married John William [Jack] DUNLOP on 14 

January 1939.  In 1943 and 1954 they were at the corner of Ann Street and Ferry Lane.  Jack 

was an engineer.  They later moved to 321 Ann Street.  Thelma died on 27 January 1995 and 

Jack on 22 November 2006 

Beryl Florence HOOD born 19 July 1912 married Hilton Clive David [Scotty] ANDREWS 

on 19 September 1936.  The pair lived at 77 Fort Street.  He was an advertising rep in 1980. 

They were then at 19 Moonbi Street, Scarness.  Hilton died on 25 March 1995 and Beryl in 

February 2003. 

Joyce Margaret HOOD born 1 February 1914 married Reginald Neil BOWER-MILES on 

14 December 1940.  Reginald was a tailor and in 1977 they were both at 12 Gabbee Street, 

Kingaroy. 

He died on 4 November 1978 in Brisbane.  Joyce was still in Kingaroy in 1980. 
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https://www.austbuttonhistory.com/3rd-april-2022/ 

 

Research & Story Compiled by member Marlene Wilson 

 (A continued story on the Hood Family) 

Newspaper articles & Information from Trove & Google Search 

 

James Hood’s Fathers Button 

https://www.austbuttonhistory.com/3rd-april-2022/
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Future Local Events coming up. 
 

MDFHS Cemetery Tours (held on the 3rd Friday each month) 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Friday 19th January 2024   Friday 19th July 2024 

Friday 16th February 2024  Friday 16th August 2024 

Friday 15th March 2024   Friday 20th September 2024 

Friday 19th April 2024   Friday 18th October 2024 

Friday 17th May 2024   Friday 15th November 2024 

Friday 21st June 2024   Friday 20th December 2024 
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Check out the latest Publications from Scott when you visit Childers. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Maryborough District Family History Society 
are extremely proud to be the recipient of this 
beautifully frame embroidery artwork of the 
Maryborough Post Office. 

Thank you to Gary Brown & his family for 
donating this piece which was created by his late 
mother Norma Brown. 

Awesome 
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Quote of the Month 
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Books  

On Sale from our rooms 

Maryborough Heritage Register Series 

Books 

 

Whose House is That?  (House names of Maryborough & District and their Owners) $12 (+P&H) 

 

Immigration to Maryborough 1862-1899. (Separate booklets)          $8 (+P&H)  

Different boats, stories, and listings of passengers in each booklet. 

 

“Mine Host” of Maryborough & District. (Licensed Publicans & Pubs to 1924)       $12 (+P&H) 

 

“Mine Host II” of Maryborough & District.  

(Licensed Publicans & Pubs 1924 to 1970)           $12 (+P&H) 

 

Hotels of the Burrum District             $12 (+P&H) 

 

Up the Creek, An early History of Bidwell and Magnolia Districts.        $20 (+P&H) 

Includes many family histories of early and present settlers of the area. 

 

Anyone for Tennis                         $20 (+P&H) 

 

Original Maryborough Site             $5 (+P&H) 

 

Paving the Way              $8.00 (+P&H) 

 

The Newton Rodeo              $10.00 (+P&H) 
  

 

New Book Releases 
 

  

The Theebine Hotel   by    K Dakin & J Nahrung                 $12 (+P&H) 

  

Shipbuilding at Walkers Limited    by   J A Concannon               $25 (+P&H) 

 

Tandora A Pioneer’s Dream by Lindsay Titmarsh                 $60 (+P&H) 

 

Hard Yards – Rugby League Recollections – 1910 -2010 by Ted Weber         $35 (+P&H) 

 

A Grand Passion by Anne De Lisle      $25 (+P&H) 

 

Swifts as we Remember       $10 (+P&H)  

 

The Story of Jane Ison 1770 – 1823 Convict with William Bryant &  

William Eaton – The Australian Legacy of Jane Ison, Convict Book 1 $30 (+P&H) 
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Registered Publication Q.B.H.4759 
If undeliverable return to 
M.D.F.H.S. Inc. 
PO Box 408 
Maryborough Qld 4650 
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