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Newsletter

The FAHS biannual Newsletter is full of stories from FAHS member societies around
Australia that show how diverse and active is our history community.

Issue 56 (October 2024) of the Federation of
Australian Historical Societies’ Newsletter
features articles on digitisation and the
impact of climate change on collections, as
well as a report on the Western Australian
State History Conference. Highlights include
the launch of public Wi-Fi at the Burke and
Wills Dig Tree, an exhibition on Melbourne'’s
laneways, the history of early photographers
in Victoria and NSW, and the 50th
anniversary of the Maritime Museum of
Tasmania. The issue also covers the
Redcliffe settlement bicentenary and efforts
to document a historic cemetery in Macau.

Relevance and importance
of local history

Issue 55 (June 2023) of the Federation of
Australian Historical Societies’ Newsletter
looks at the relevance and importance of
local history, through stories from around
the country from public art to our
democratic history, from everyday views to
using our history to inform urban
redevelopment planning. There's also a
review of the benchmarks for local history
publications and other guides to compiling

and preserving local stories.
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monuments, and more

December 2022 This issue looks at changes
in memorialisation, attitudes and responses
to our past and how, often, there is no
change and issues and events play out on
repeat. The controversy about statues and
monuments is examined in several pieces,
discussing what, if any, actions should be
taken. The threat of inappropriate
development, in this occasion at the
culturally significant Parramatta Female
Factory (1818) site at North Parramatta, and
other issues facing local history and heritage
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advocate for history and heritage.

It is hoped this will assist and encourage
local organisations and their members to

e in vocac istory in their
@%) ergsl'élg N@eﬁ%r}j !'/vell as to
pxterq)tgg@r ongoing and invaluable work
collecting, preserving and disseminating our
dulyz8@Xierhegeory of the 1860-61 Burke
and Wills expedition, the first to traverse the
continent from south to north, is iconic in
the history of European exploration of
Australia, as is the key site — the Dig Tree at
Fort Wills on Cooper Creek where the
expedition established Camp 65, with
valuable support from the local
Yandruwandha Aboriginal people. This issue
takes a closer look at the Dig Tree and the

Australian War Memorial and their
management and the complex issues of

Q‘géé pgrg&ment

November 2020 The loss of the Genoa
School museum in Victoria in the New Year
fires (photo at L) was a blow to the district
and to all who had a connection to the site
both as a school and as a museum. 2020
has presented disruption and challenges
across the country with COVID-19 and
various restrictions impacting on most
Historical Societies. This issue of the FAHS
Newsletter explores these challenges and
restrictions and how they have been dealt
with across the country.

Change

December 2019 This summer has barely
begun and already we're in the midst of a
terrible bushfire season. This awful reminder
of our changing climate urges me to
emphasise how important it is to as¢
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to collections, particularly in rural areas, and
to digitise collection objects to safeguard
the future of historical societies. In this time
of change we thought it apt to devote a
whole issue of our newsletter to the theme.

Connections

June 2019 This issue explores the theme
Connections in every sense of the word.
Connections between historical societies
and between a historical society and
another organisation almost always lead to
success. We learn how meaningful
connections can be made between
collections and the community. Finally, we
consider the complex connections between
one’s identity and the GLAM workplace.

Heritage

January 2019 Historical societies stand to
make a meaningful contribution to
Australia’s heritage, through knowledge,
skills, and advocacy. The RHSV is saving
Queen Victoria Market. The National Trust
share their extreme measures to restore a
heritage site in New South Wales, and
breathe life into a heritage building in SA. In
Katanning, WA, heritage is repurposed for
the 21st Century. RHSQ look after the Dig
Tree, whilst Canberra & District Historical
Society explore the wide-reaching
consequences of another kind of significant

Diversity
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JUly £Ul16 miIsLoriCdl soCieues die well
situated to make a unique contribution to
the recognition and celebration of diversity
— by working with — and being part of their
communities. The writers in this issue
express a commitment to inclusion — from
documenting histories — to exhibiting the
historical evidence and reinterpretation of
collections. Stories of the long forgotten are
reinvigorated from varied perspectives,
whether these are feminist, multicultural,
queer or indigenous.

Collaboration and
Participation

December 2017 In this issue we highlight
collaboration and community participation
as important factors in running an historical
society or community heritage group.
Collaboration (with artists, universities,
GLAM organisations, etc) helps to develop
new networks and activate local interest in
history. Such collaborations are also critical
in obtaining support and ensuring that your
work is recognised and rewarded.

Doing History

June 2017 In this collection of articles,
historical societies across Australia reflect
on the myriad ways that we do history from
developing curriculum resources to re-
enactment and immersive learning.
Research and interpretation of local
knowledge sources once confined to the
most earnest of researchers now has
extended reach through a diversity of
publication formats, events, blogs and social

media. SEND FEEDBACK
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Collections

December 2016 Historical Societies across
Australia hold important parts of our history,
whether this is in local memorabilia, items of
national significance or through the
intangible heritage of local customs and
stories. This newsletter focuses on the
collections of historical societies from
around Australia. As Don Garden, President
of the FAHS points out these collections are
important because they represent our local,

grassroots and family history. They identify
and recall the people who lived and worked
in our villages, towns and suburbs and they

@%H@f%&l evolution of our communities.

May 2016 For issue 41, a new format has
been introduced reflecting the diversity of
approaches to historical and heritage
matters and the importance of the work of
regional societies and community
museums. FAHS is also proud to expand its
digital presence
https://www.facebook.com/FederationAHS/
and provide a forum for emerging national
news and events.

Newsletter Archive

Find a list of archived FAHS newsletters here.
Issues date back to 2005.

Federation of
tralian Historical Societies In
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