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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Lynda Smith - President - LM2

As the saying goes, it’s been a mixed bag, as far as
Group activities are concerned, so far in 2024

On the positive side, we have signed a five year lease
with Central Coast Council at a peppercorn rent. Work is yet
to begin on the demolition/rebuilding of the two fire-damaged buildings
at the top of our access driveway. A DA has been submitted and, once
approved by the Dept. of Local Government, the badly damaged building
will be fully demolished. Until this is done, the full extent of the damage
to the second building cannot be confirmed. It is hoped that the second
building can be repaired and returned to its former use.

Members who have attended our
various social events this year have
enjoyed themselves. The St. Patrick’s
Day event was a chance for attendees
to display their Irish ancestry. Next
year we propose that some of their
stories be told in more detail, so get
researching! Remember we have an
active Irish Special Interest Group. Its
next meeting is in May, so come along
and learn something new. Make use of
our other SIGs as well as our monthly
Zoom sessions on different topics. The
main aim of our group is to help people with their
research.

We had to cancel our Military Matters Seminar this month due to low
participation numbers. The speakers we had scheduled would have
provided great insight into the holdings of the National Archives, and the
ANZAC Memorial in Hyde Park. There were two bus trips scheduled for
the near future but the Sandgate Cemetery trip has been cancelled. The
second is to Museums of History Kingswood [aka NSW State Archives] on
June 1. It is hoped that this will be fully booked and that members will
gain some new information from visiting these locations.

On a personal note, I have found some new European connections of
late, and am enjoying the challenge of deciphering unusual surname/first
name spellings and locating far away home towns. One family is from
southern Denmark [the ELLMOOS] and another from the Netherlands
[VRINS]. As you can imagine, spelling variations abound for these two! I
have also made great use of our subscription to the Biographical
Database of Australia and our early V rolls of NSW BDMs pre 1856 to tidy
up some of my early convict and pioneer families. I have also tracked
family movements in New Zealand by accessing school records for many

Photo Lynda Sm
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on my father’s side. The entries can provide actual dates of birth for the
student, a parent’s name and address, previous school, dates of
enrolment/leaving and next destination. Such a treasure!

Our excellent Cottage resources are vastly under-utilised. Not
everything can be found via Ancestry or Google. Please make an effort to
visit the Cottage on a regular basis. If you can’t physically get to the
Cottage, please send your enquiries in via email,
wfhg06@westnet.com.au or phone [02 4351 2211] and chat with one of
our administrators. Your query can be investigated by our excellent
Volunteer Research Assistants or our Librarian.

On that note, we are in need of more members to help maintain the
Research Assistant roster. A number of regulars are enjoying overseas
trips at present and others have had to withdraw with family
commitments or personal illness. If you can spare just one day a month,
from 10am-3pm, we would love to hear from you. Please contact Cheryl
on 0422 013 888 or Cheryl.26@bigpond.com

To those members who have recently lost loved ones, our sincere
condolences. Please know we are here to support you in any way we can.
Take care, Lynda. ... <

A NOTE FROM YOUR EDITOR
Helen Johnston-Lord member 505

Welcome to our May 2024 edition.

This time we are featuring Budgewoi. I would like to
thank those who have provided Helen Burkett and myself
with their memories and comments. Sorting through the
information available has been absorbing and I have
discovered much interesting information about this area.
We hope to highlight other areas here on the magical Central
Coast.

Please enjoy this issue and your stories and reactions are always welcome.

Email your stories to me at wfhgtol@westnet.com.au Our next deadline is
21 July 2024, ... &

ACCESSIBILITY

Our wheelchair accessibility has been closed temporarily due to the fire in
April 2023. Central Coast Council are unable to tell us a date when we can
again use our access road and carpark. The Cottage has one basic

accessible toilet.
If you find our hill and stairs a challenge too far, contact the

Cottage on 4351 2211 and someone will be happy to help you
safely to our door. ... %
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WYONG HISTORY WAILK 2024
Lyn Clark-Duff, member 907

s On Saturday, 10
%  February Wyong Family

| History Group was
involved in the Love Lanes Festival held
in the Wyong CBD, Wyong Town Park
and surrounding areas. I was privileged
to be in the first session of the “John
Wayne Show” and learnt a great deal
about the history of Wyong. John
Selwood shared his knowledge about
the pioneers and early businesses of
Wyong and Wayne did a wonderful job
trying to match the historical photos to
each stage of the talk.

Meanwhile, Lyn Hagstrom along with
hubby Paul did a wonderful public
relations job talking to interested
parties about what we do and how we
may be able to help them and handing
out pamphlets. I believe Chris Ullrich ] A WA
joined them after I left. I cannot take any credlt = I was 5|mply a
consumer on this occasion.

Well done John, Wayne and Lyn. ... <
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DD You KNOw HELP IS AVAILABLE?

As a member you are entitled to assistance when you're doing
research here at the 'Cottage'. Volunteers are on duty every day
ready and waiting to help you locate records and even add flesh to
some your ancestor's bones with such details as where they lived,
what they did and perhaps even what they looked like. ...

Vol 41 No 2 Tree of Life - May 2024 5



AT THE COTTAGE
Australia Day Morning Tea - Celebrating Our National Day

Lamingtons and Australian Flags were all part of our Aussie Morning
Tea.

25 January: Eight members made a special effort to attend our
morning tea despite the rather unpleasant hot weather that day. An
excellent morning was had by all with an abundance of food, some
enjoyable background music and special
decorations to set the mood.

St. Patrick's Day Morning Tea

A dozen or so members celebrated at the
'Cottage' on 215t March and all had a fun
morning.

We left our Irish research names up on the
wall for those who attend the Irish SIG later in
the month. Please check them out and add to
the collection if you have any Irish ancestors.

Special thanks to those who brought the
huge amount of nibbles, we had leftovers as
usual. :
It would be lovely to see more in attendance at such social events. It
would also be helpful if members put their name down on the booking
sheets. If we don't have many names down, there is the possibility that
events will be cancelled. We also need to know how many to cater for at
social events. It would be unforgivable to not
have enough food!

-
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Anzac Day Commemoration

10 members attended our Anzac
Day Commeration morning on 24
April. All were most impressed by
the display and quantity of material
available from our library. Well done
to the organisers.

Regina Hogan Member 768

At our inaugural meeting of the year held
last Saturday, attendees enjoyed an
engaging presentation by fellow member
Robert Patton. Through captivating photos
and stories, Robert took us on a fascinating
journey along the Old Silk Road in India and
Pakistan. Notably, this gathering marked
our first hybrid meeting, with some members participating via Zoom.

March General Meeting

Unfortunately, due to unexpected circumstances, our Guest Speaker
Danielle Lautrec was unable to attend this meeting, we hope to include her
talk on Improving Your Family History in our future schedule.

One of the recorded sessions from last year’s Conference made an
interesting and informative substitute.

April General Meeting
Regina Hogan Member #533

Meeting attendees enjoyed an engaging
talk by Lyn Parkes from Creightons Funeral
Service during last Saturday's general
meeting, held both at the Cottage and on
Zoom. Lyn covered various aspects of
funeral arrangements, and graciously fielded
numerous attendee questions, providing
valuable insights and information.
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MILESTONE AWARD

Susan Wards, member #372,
receiving her certificate for 15
years continual membership
from Lyn Hagstrom

We congratulate Susan and
thank her for her support in
maintaining her membership.

Vv

CENTRAL COAST REGIONAL SEM[N AR 2024

On 2™ March, four of our members
attended the Central Coast Regional
Seminar where we heard tips on how
to use trove and researching
passenger arrivals from Christine
Yeats,and a great talk on, “It’s not all
on line”, finding hard copy documents
from Archive collections and the
holdings of History House and its
library by Professor Carol Liston. Both
excellent well known speakers I'm
sure everyone learnt something from the day’s topics.

Central Coast Family History Society made us most welcome it was
lovely collaborating with like minded people from another group . The
CCFHS did a great job with yummy morning, afternoon tea and lunch

The Photo shows Carol Liston, WFHG members Kerrie, Regina, Pam,
Dellas and Christine Yeats. A great day... %

CENTRAL COAST COUNCIL SENIORS FESTIVAL EXPO

Kerrie Metcalfe LM (80) [ssssmnn

Held on 21t March at Wyong Racecourse.
Roger and I set up a PR stall to promote
our group and I am pleased to say we had
a steady stream of people showing an
interest. There were seventy-nine stall
holders with valuable information from local | _:
businesses, services, and community
groups from around the coast. it attracted
500 visitors. If you missed it this year keep =
a look out for the 2025 Seniors Expo, you won't be disappointed W|th the
information this event showcases. ...
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Z.00M MEETINGS
Helen Johnston-Lord member 505
These enjoyable meetings are a wonderful way to stay in touch with fellow
members, and where they are with their research.
Our themed topics have shown us how many of you are experimenting

with PowerPoint or similar software, this is a good place to show your
efforts. ... <

NEW MEMBERS
A very warm welcome is extended to our new members, and we look
forward to meeting and helping you at 'The Cottage’. Contact any of our
members by sending an enquiry to:
Member’'s Name & No.

C/- Wyong Family History Group Inc., P O Box 247, Wyong NSW 2259,

No [Member No [Member
1058 Gail Brown 1062 Craig Williams
1059 Robyn Arms 1063 Fiona Goldsworthy
1060 Sam Kier 1064 Narelle O'Brien
1061 Kate Monaghan

WHAT'S AVAILABLE FROM THE COTTAGE ... GENIE JOTTERS & MORE

Most, if not all of the older members, will know

P | about the wide variety of resources we have

available for sale here at the 'Cottage' including
such things as the ever popular Gene Jotters.
Buaoew Yoo Favey History What many of you may not be aware of are the
Building Your Family History Starter Kit folders
costing just $5 each.
The folder includes
some charts inside
some plastic sleeves
and would be a
useful gift for anyone
who has an interest
in genealogy.

Wrora Pivss Hisros G e

TRANSPORT
Members - Transport to and from The Cottage is a problem )
for some of our members. vessi
If you are able to help, email The Secretary: H_ -
secwfhg2@westnet.com.au

or phone [02] 4351 2211 during open hours. ... %
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

Here at Wyong Family History Group Inc. we offer a range of Special
Interest Groups [SIG] where members with common interests meet,
learn, practise and share their special interest. Moderators/Co-
ordinators are keen to share their knowledge with others. Please
support them.

All are held at 'The Cottage’. Times are available on our Calendar [page 38]
BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL — Remember, if you book and are unable to atiend, please phone
and cancel.

SIGs go for one to two hours

Multi-Media Devices — Roger Lewis & Ellen Sheerin continue
this group helping attendees sort through their questions no
matter what the media or device.

DNA Special Interest Group — After the DNA test, you may
be wondering about the next step or how to understand your DNA results.
Whether or not you already have your results back, why not come along
to our DNA SIG meetings for some guidance. DNA enthusiasts old and
new, all welcome! ... Stuart Purvis-Smith

FAMILY TREE MAKER - This popular SIG continues. Watch
the Newsletter for topics for the next session.

Numbers are limited — Bookings Essential Family Tree

2024 FEES AND CHARGES
The following fees and charges apply:

1. Membership Fees for a 12 month Membership:

Single: $40.00

Family: includes 2 Adults and 1 other person living at the same address.  $50.00
2. Junior: 18 years and under $20.00
3. Special Interest Group Fees (SIG): No Handouts. Casual. Question

and Answers from participants. $3.00
4. Information Sessions: These run up to two-hours with a structured

format and topic with handouts $5.00

o

Seminars: Usually held at a larger venue with one or more guest speakers
$30 Members and $35 Non-Members.
Beginners Course: $60.00 for full course over 4 weeks or $20.00 per day
. Intermediate Course $60.00 for full course over 4 weeks or $20.00.per day
Advanced Course $60.00 for 4 weeks or $20 per day
DNA Days for this will be Tuesdays and Thursdays. AM and PM Sessions. Bookings
are essential and must be in advance. One on One DNA help $10.00 per hour
10. Personal Research after an appointment to discuss your
requirements. Approx. $50 per couple researched
11. Master Class These are longer sessions depending on topic; they are
structured and can be a hands-on workshop. $20.00
12. Non-Member Research Fee for a two-hour session - become a
member for only $10.00 extra $30.00

© ® o>
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PHOTOCOPYING

A4 A3
Black & white .40¢ per copy | Black & white .60¢ per copy
Colour .80¢ per copy Black & white $1.20 per copy
for double sided  .30¢ per copy extra
Laminating A4 $1.50 [ Laminating A3 $2.00
VALE

KEITH JOHNSTON MEMBER #340
Lynda Smith, President

Sadlly, Keith Johnston, passed away on Sunday April 21st.
Keith had been very unwell for some time. He had been a member for
over 15 years with his lovely wife Dellas [member 332]. Both of them
loved growing and showing orchids. Keith also assisted on numerous
social BBQ's and Bunnings BBQs. He and Dellas even took on the messy
job of slicing huge bags of onions for such events. That is true
dedication to the cause! Keith and Dellas had been married ij

over 50 years and have two children. Valé Keith.

WHEN CAN YOU HAVE TOO MANY NAMES?
Lynda Smith Dec. 2023. LM2.

I thought other researchers were a little crazy when I first saw this
Ancestry entry for a lady whose daughter married into my family.

Her full name is... wait for it ... Agnes Alice Tweedhope Tolmie Kennedy
MIDDLEMISS, born in 1880 in Gore, New Zealand. Her parents were
Andrew John MIDDLEMISS and Mary TOLMIE. Andrew and Mary went on
to have nine more children. Most of the females received lengthy names:

1882 Grace Margaret Whitelaw Tolmie MIDDLEMISS

1884 Mary Ada Tweedhope Tolmie MIDDLEMISS

1886 Evangeline Jane Weir Tolmie and her twin Janet Marion
Shillinglaw MIDDLEMISS

Then they seemed to run out of ideas:

1889 Gertrude Isabella MIDDLEMISS, 1890 Andrew John MIDDLEMISS
junior, 1893 Adam Robert MIDDLEMISS, and 1897 Robert Bell
MIDDLEMISS then they had another daughter in 1895 and she was given
the full treatment of Alice Marie Christina Lees MIDDLEMISS.

I looked back a little way and found that Mary’s parents were Adam
TOLMIE and Agnes Cooper TWEEDHOPE and Andrew’s parents were
Robert Bell MIDDLEMISS and Agnes KENNEDY.

Vol 41 No 2 Tree of Life - May 2024 11



I have yet to find the relevance of WHITELAW, WEIR, SHILLINGLAW or
LEES. Perhaps they were family friends or extended relatives, or even
benefactors. Who knows? -

Agnes Alice had a child out of
wedlock, called Violet Adella
MIDDLEMISS in 1907. She married into
my family in 1933, as Violet Adella
RYDER. I have not yet discovered any
marriage for Violet to someone called
RYDER or even her mother Agnes
marrying someone of that name.

Agnes then went on to marry a
Thomas TATE in 1914 and had more
children. Some of her siblings also
went on to marry in NZ. Grace married
John HARTLEY in 1901, Mary married
Jonathan BURNBY in 1905, Janet [as
Jessie Marion Janet] married Alfred
RAILEY in 1908, Evangeline died after
having a child, at age 16, in 1902. The
child, Myrtle Evangeline Jane, was
raised as a sibling rather than a :
granddaughter. Sadly, she later died Headstone is to be found at
young, in 1918. Gore cemetery.

Andrew’s obituary in November 1917

gave some useful details.
OTAGO WITNESS, ISSUE 3321, 7 NOVEMBER 1917, PAGE 26

“He leaves a widow, seven daughters (five of whom are married), and three sons. One is a
returned soldier, a second is on active service, and the third is stationed at the Central
Battery, Dunedin.”

This family provided a veritable warren of rabbit holes to investigate,
and it seems I am easily distracted by something out of the ordinary.

Resources: NZ BDMs, Paperspast, Ancestry, FamilySearch, Findagrave.com
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/166789905/andrew-middlemiss

A REMINDER FOR MEMBERS

Members are reminded that anytime they are at ‘The Cottage’ for any purpose, wearing
membership cards in a manner that it is clearly displayed is obligitary.
Your courtesy is appreciated. ... %
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Wyona FAMILY HisTORY GROUP INC

Monthly Help & Chat Gathering by Zoom.

When: 3rd Wednesday of the month

Time: 1:00 pm — 2:30 pm

Where: Your place. We will also be hosting the Zoom sessions on our
big screen at the Cottage if you happen to be available to
participate in that way.

Contact the Cottage to put your name down — phone 4351 2211

We continue this gathering where people can informally share their discoveries and stories.
Join us, meet other members, and see what they have discovered.

Think of it as a kitchen table discussion, an opportunity to Learn and Laugh.

Stay with us for as long as you like. Not a meeting, but a gathering.

All Welcome

o ,;:3

LOCAL MILITARY HISTORY %
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