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Maryborough District Family History Society Inc 

Member of Australian Federation of Family History Organisation 

Federation of Family History Societies 

 

Patron    Mr Bill Hovard 

Address    Upstairs - Maryborough Heritage Centre 
       Wharf & Richmond Streets 
        PO Box 408, 
        Maryborough, Queensland. Australia. 4650. 
Phone Number   07 41231842 

E-Mail Address   maryboroughfamilyhistory@gmail.com 

Facebook   https://www.maryboroughfamilyhistory.com/ 

 
 

Office Bearers:   President:  John Ruhle 

    Secretary:  Barbara Vines   
    Treasurer:  Barbara Vines 
    Committee:  Jenni Pioch, Wendy Eckert, 

       Cyril Clark, Karen Byrant 

Cemetery Tours Margaret Wroe. Jenni Pioch, Scott Stedman, 

Tony Pioch & Barbara Vines                                       

Minute Secretary:   Barbara Vines  

  
Cost of Forebears Journal:            Two Journals per year, May & November. 
    (Free to Members) $3.00 to Non-Members: $5.00 Posted. 
 

Journal emailed to members and exchanged with participating Societies local & 
abroad. 
 

Research Officers: Marlene Wilson, Jenni Pioch, Karen Bryant, Jan Downman 

 

Research Fees:    In the Rooms.  $10.00 for the 1st hour 
                                                                                                                   $20.00 for up to 6 hours 
        $50.00 for a Society Researcher 
 
Written Research:      $50.00 0nwards for Research enquiry 
 

Opening Hours:    Tuesday    09.30am to 1.30pm 
     Wednesday & Thursday  09.30am to 1.30pm 
     Monday, Friday & weekends CLOSED 
      

Hours may be subject to change. If visiting from out of town, please ring (07) 
41231842. 
 

Annual Membership   (Due on July 1st of each year) 
Single:     $30.00 per year 

Family:                  $40.00 per year 

Associate Membership (3)  $50-00 per year 

Donations:    Donations of $2.00 or more are Tax-deductible. 
     Please make all cheques payable to the  

Maryborough District Family History Society Inc. 

 
 
 

The Maryborough District Family History Society Inc does not hold itself 
responsible for any opinions expressed, or statements made, and contributions to this 

journal -Forebears.

mailto:maryboroughfamilyhistory@gmail.com
https://www.maryboroughfamilyhistory.com/
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Welcome New Members & 

Volunteers 

 
 

     Richard & Lynne Johnston 

  

Remembering Past Members 

 
 

Jim Cousins 

  

PRESIDENTS REPORT MAY 2024 
 
High all, it is May, and another financial year is coming to a close.  This past year expenses have risen 
with costs rising for most necessary items.  Ink cartridges and paper have risen sharply.  Insurance is 
getting harder to get and is more costly.  In the past we had only one insurance payment but now we 
have two different companies to cover our needs.  Council have seen fit to apply payments they 
previously covered back onto us, which is making it harder to continue.  Although research is still 
continuing to provide an income, our main source of revenue is the Cemetery Tours which has 
unfortunately slowed somewhat.  Poor Margaret has had to battle on with Jenni being absent due to 
fracturing her arm (Tony says he didn�t do it).  There have been murmurs of the bottle being involved 
but we can neither confirm nor deny this.  However, we wish Jenni a speedy recovery.  Jenni came in 
and joined us for morning tea recently and reported her treatment left a bit to be desired, but she was 
definitely on the mend and hoped to be back soon. 
 
With Jenni being away, Leslee has put her hand up to learn research and is going really well with it, 
proving out of dramas, sometimes good things happen.  Well done Leslee.  With the drop in income 
and higher expenses we have unfortunately had to draw on our investments and unless things change, 
we will have to do the same next year. 
 
On last month�s Cemetery Tour, a strange event occurred when two young ladies came up the path.  
When asked what they were doing, they revealed that they had paid $35 for an app., which supplied 
them with a map illustrating where they could find �Ghosts�.  This led them to our Cemetery?  We 
wondered who was behind this misguided tour, since our Society has guidelines places upon us to run 
our inexpensive tour.  However, we have since found out this is a possible scam and should be avoided 
at all costs. 
 
Otherwise, things are running smoothly, and we are assisting people with enquires every day.  We have 
reduced the hours of opening and now close at 1.30pm on the three days we are open. 
 
We wish all well and don�t forget to drop in anytime and make yourself known. 
 
All the best to all. 
 
John Ruhle  
President 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Journal Contribution Acknowledgements 

 

Family History -  Marlene Wilson 

Story�s -   Leanne Wroe 

Bits & Bobs -  Sue Ellsum & Cyril Clark 

Other Articles -   

Photographs - In-house library & Trove 
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ARCH CASWELL 

Archibald Harold CASWELL was born in Murgon on 20 
July 1913, the youngest of the 10 children of Francis 
William Caswell and Mary Ann Dennis. 

In 1936 he was a shop assistant of Fryar Street, Murgon.  
In August 1940 Arch applied for entry in the RAAF. He 
stated he had 10 years of radio service experience in the 
South Burnett District and was still employed there as 
such by his brother.  In 1934 he had passed an AOPE 

[operators] certificate and had been active both on the air BC and short wave until 
the war. He took the radio mechanics course in the Marconi School of Wireless by 
correspondence.  He later qualified as a graduate of the Institute of Radio Engineers. 

On 26 June 1941 in Brisbane, he took the oath of affirmation when he joined the 
RAAF Reserve. He was posted to the Class Radio Mechanic Group of the Reserve. 
When he enlisted on 27 June 1941 his occupation was given as radio mechanic.  It 
was noted he was a trombone player in a brass band and a bass fiddler in a string 
band. He was posted to the No 1 Squadron on 23 January 1942 when he 
disembarked in Singapore. On 8 February 1942 he disembarked at Palembang from 
Singapore. 

Arch was captured in Java in March 1942 and was at first reported as missing but in 
April 1943 was believed to be a prisoner of war.  In October 1943 he was a prisoner 
of war in the camp at Moulmein, Burma.  In December he was at Camp Thai, 
Thailand. 

The ARGUS 13 September 1945 reported: Appalling Ordeal of Prisoners on �Death 
Railway� in Burma LAC Arch Caswell of Murgon, Qld and in Siam the brothers 
Webber of the British Army operated sets with a disregard of the enormous risks 
involved. They were nicknamed �Jungle Dickie Birds� or �Nightingales.� 

The Maryborough Chronicles of March 1946 described in great detail the exploits of 
Caswell while a prisoner of war. 

15 March: �Secret Radios Tricked Japs� tells of the ingenuity of Arch Caswell of 
Maryborough.  Shortly after the fall of Batavia in 1942 Arch Caswell and several 
others discussed the possibility of constructing a receiving set whereby, they might 
be able to keep abreast of the news of the day.  In the Japanese barracks at Batavia, 
they found valves. Caswell and two mates strapped four valves to their legs just 
before returning to camp and were able to smuggle them in.  Appeals were made 
throughout the camp for torch batteries. Tuning condensers were made from pieces 
of tin and other scraps.  Lengths of wire, pieces of solder and flux and an old 
soldering iron were also scrounged. From a broken down telephone an earpiece was 
stolen, and lengths of fine wire were cut and concealed and brought into camp. Fixed 
condensers were made with a length of lead pencil as a register. 

The next problem was an aerial. They solved this by unravelling 20 feet of rope and 
replacing it with a length of fine wire through the centre of the strands. This rope was 
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tied between two verandah posts and used as a clothesline for their washing. Work 
continued on the receiver. To dispense with valve sockets, soldering direct to the 
valve pins had to be done. The initial set was a double tube affair constructed inside 
an army dixie. To hide the set a dummy platform was placed over the lower portion of 
the dixie and the top portion was filled with rice as a camouflage. When the set was 
tried after lights out, the voice of the BBC announcer came through. Caswell almost 
jumped for joy. 

16 March: �Jap Search for Secret Radios� tells how Arch set about building himself 
another set in case the initial set became ineffective.  It would also enable him to 
tune in on the local Japanese station. By combining lead and sulphur to produce 
Galena and by throwing electric arcs from two 125 volt power lines onto the 
substances a substitute for the crystal detector was found. Repeatedly the fuses 
were blown but eventually a tiny piece of Galena was produced, and it worked as a 
simple detector.  A hiding place was found by loosening two tiles near Caswell's bed 
and by chiselling away at the concrete foundation a hole of three cubic feet was 
excavated. In this was inserted a wooden frame to hold the tiles in place, the joins 
being plastered up with scraps of soap. To use the set all that had to be done was to 
remove the tiles, lift out the headphones and tune in to listen. 

Further experiments were undertaken in August - the construction of a three valve 
portable set which was built in an army water bottle. To do this a dummy tube was 
devised and placed through the centre and soldered to the mouth of the bottle. This 
was kept full of water. Another bottle was fitted up in the same way to hold spare 
parts and headphones. Word came that a large number of men were to be shipped 
from Java. Caswell was confident the water bottle trick would work but the torch 
batteries had to be got through somehow. They had two dozen of these that had 
been purchased from a Chinese trader over the wire that encircled the camp. It was 
decided to salvage all the M and V tins that had been opened in camp, cut them in 
half and join them with solder so that from two tins one was made that was 
thoroughly insulated top and bottom. The original label was then pasted back on and 
into each new tin thus created seven batteries were placed. 

19 March: �Secret Radio Goes to Burma� The voyage to Singapore took 19 days. 
Through the long years that followed night after night voices from the Allied 
broadcasting studios were heard by the weary workers on the Thai- Burma Railway. 
The Japanese knew of the radio's existence, but they were never able to find it. 

20 March: �A Slender Link with Home Cheered Dying P.O.W.�  Arch Caswell and his 
band of workers were faced with the almost impossible task of manufacturing 
batteries in the heart of the Thai-Burma jungle.  Some sal ammoniac was obtained 
and the cells of the batteries were rebuilt with a compound of it and rice flour mixed 
into a jelly. This worked well. 

 After his release Arch disembarked in Brisbane on 18 September 1945.  He 
attended Medical Rehabilitation and was discharged on 3 April 1946. The Chronicle 9 
April 1946 announced his engagement to Desley GOODMAN of Yaralla Street, 
Maryborough. 
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In that month Air Commodore R. Hewitt on behalf of the Air Board paid tribute to Arch 
for the service rendered by him during his three and a half years as a prisoner of war. 

On 25 May 1946 at St Pauls, Maryborough Arch and Desley were married. A long 
write up of their wedding appeared in the Chronicle on 6 June. 

In November that year, Arch now a permanent resident started a radio business in a 
portion of his brother's premises in Kent Street.  Arch specialised in radio repairs to 
all makes of radio and was the authorised dealer for the popular TASMA and 
HOTPOINT radio receivers and electrical appliances. 

Chronicle 10 July 1947: Warrant Officer Archibald Harold CASWELL of 
Maryborough was awarded the British Empire Medal. A photo of him accepting this 
award at Parliament House, Brisbane appeared in the Chronicle 24 June 1949. 

 Arch died in the Hervey Bay Hospital on 5 November 1986 and Desley in July 2014. 
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Story & Research by member Marlene Wilson 

Articles & pictures curtesy of Trove, Find-a-Grave & Ancestry 
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John HOOD 

John HOOD was born c 1812 in Tain, Ross and 
Cromarty, Scotland to parents Donald Hood 
and Christina BAIN.  On 9 September 1859 at 
Tain, he married Isabella GRAHAM born 3 
June 1828 to Peter GRAHAM and Margaret 
Mackay.  In 1861 John aged 52 was a carter 
living in Tain with Isabella 32, son Donald 
aged 3 months and his mother Christina aged 
80. In 1871 John a carter was 60, Isabella 40, 
Maggie 9, Hugh 7, Christina 5, Peter 4 and 
Donaldina [known as Danina] aged 2. 

They arrived in September 1872 on the 
POLMAISE � John 60, Isabella 43, Margaret 
10, Hugh 8, Christina 6, Peter 4, Danina 3 and 
John an infant.  A son Donald born 8 January 
1861 died on 18 July 1868 in Scotland.  A son 
George James Munroe born after their arrival 
on 3 August 1874 died aged 16 months of Alice 
Street, Maryborough on 5 January 1876. 

John died at his residence Alice Street on 12 
October 1886 aged 75.  Isabella later moved to 
Lauri Lane in Gympie.  She was there with her 
daughter Margaret a schoolteacher in 1908. She 
died on 3 February 1914 in Gympie and was 
buried in Maryborough. 

Margaret HOOD born in Tain on 27 March 
1862 died on 7 August1928 in the 
Rockhampton Mater Hospital. 

Hugh Graham HOOD born 22 November 
1863 in Tain married on 6 September 1893 Elizabeth Mary Frances KING, the daughter of 
Walter Stewart KING and Charlotte Isabella Maud IRVINE.  Hugh was a pupil teacher at the 
Central School then later joined the railway and transferred to Cooktown.  In 1905 they were 
both at Campbell Street, Rockhampton and Hugh was a clerk.  In 1919 they were at 374 
Campbell Street with their son Hugh Graham a clerk and their daughter Agnes.  They moved 
to Stanley Street by 1925.  In 1937 they were at 93 Stanley Street with Hugh Graham junior, 
Agnes, and Walter Stewart King their son.  Hugh Graham senior died at his residence on 16 
August 1940.  His obituary stated he had lived in Rockhampton for 42 years.  He was a keen 
sportsman and represented Wide Bay in rowing.  He was also an elder of St Stephens 
Presbyterian Church.  His uncle Hugh Graham of Mariana and Gootchie stations had 
Graham's Creek named after him.  Elizabeth died on 6 December1945 in Rockhampton.  They 
had three sons - Hugh Graham, Walter Stewart King, John William, and a daughter Agnes. 

Christina HOOD was born in Tain on 3 July 1865 and died unmarried in Queensland on 11 
October 1941.  In 1873, 1876, 1878 and 1880 she was awarded prizes at the Presbyterian 
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Sabbath [Sunday] School.  In March 1879 Christina, sister Margaret and brother Hugh of the 
Central School all passed the examinations for teachers.  In 1883 Christina was appointed 
teacher Class 111 Division 3.  In 1884 she was transferred to be assistant teacher at Pialba.  In 
1886 she was transferred to Maryborough West School and in 1888 to Mungar.  In 1893 she 
was transferred to Sugarloaf.  Christina won first prize for her crochet work in cotton in the 
Maryborough Show.  She won first prize for her landscape drawing in sepia or Indian ink in 
1890 and second prize in 1891 for her landscape painting in water colours.  Her whereabouts 
after that are unknown. 

Peter Graham HOOD born 2 July 1867 in Tain passed the University Senior Examination in 
1885 when a student at the Grammar School in Maryborough.  He became a chemist and was 
at. North Quay, Brisbane in 1913.  In 1915 he was of Wharf Street, Kangaroo Point.  He was 
in Bundaberg in 1917 and 1919.  From 1925 to 1937 he was a chemist of Diamond Street, 
Cooroy.  He had married Alice May HUNTER in 1930.  They were at 49 Gympie Road, 
Northgate in 1943.  Peter died on 15 August 1948 and Alice on 22 June 1977. 

Danina HOOD born 25 February 1869 in Tain married on 1 November 1899 Charles Ernest 
LANFEAR.  Charles was a brewer of Merivale Street in Brisbane in 1895 and in 1896 was at 
the Fitzroy Brewery in Rockhampton.  Danina and Charles moved to Lauri Lane, Gympie by 
1903.  In 1906 they were in Western Australia.  They sailed from Fremantle on the CHINA 
and arrived in England in 1909 - with their four children.  In 1911 the family was in 
Staffordshire: Charles Ernest a brewer 44, Danina a school employee 42, Margaret Emily 7, 
Frederick John 5 and Peter Graham 2.  Their son Charles Ernest was with his grandmother. 
Danina became friends with Ethelwyn FRENCH, a teacher with an associate's degree in piano 
from the London College of Music.  In 1914 Danina, her daughter Margaret and Miss 
FRENCH sailed to Canada where they settled on Hill Farm in Terrace, British Columbia. 
They were well known for their flowers, fruits, vegetables, and poultry.  In 1918 Danina was 
a teacher there.  In 1919 the pair volunteered to nurse influenza patients.  They returned to 
England in 1931.  Danina died in Somerset in October 1951.  Charles died in Wandsworth, 
London on 31 March 1953. 

John Graham HOOD born 17 May 1871 in Tain married on 3 April 1899 Emily Edith 
JOHNSTON.  John was a bank accountant, and the pair were in Ellis Street, Teneriffe in 
1903.  In 1908 they were in Bowen Terrace, Fortitude Valley.  By 1913 they had moved to 
Wanganui, Eton Street, Nundah.  John died on 14 June 1942 and Emily on 6 February 1945. 
They had a daughter Isobel Graham HOOD born 4 May 1900.  She did not marry and died on 
7 August 1987. 

 

The “Polmaise” moored in the Thames River 

 
 

 

 

Research & Story by member Marlene Wilson. 

Photo curtesy of Find-a-Grave & Trove 
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JOHN WALTON   

ALBION FOUNDRY 

John Walton was born September Qtr 1854 in Salford, 
Lancashire to parents John Thomas Walton and Eleanor 
Grace Fitzhugh. On 7 December 1878 in Salford, he married Eliza Bridget Dawson, 
the daughter of Crossley John Dawson and Mary Bromiley. 

In 1861 John aged 7 was living in Salford with his parents and 8 siblings. In 1871 he 
was aged 17, an iron moulder, living with his family in Salford.  By 1881 John and 
Eliza had two daughters - Elizabeth aged one year and Eleanor one month.  A third 
daughter Ann was born in 1882 or 1883. 

The family arrived in Queensland on the CHYEBASSA on 4 April 
1884 � John 28, Eliza 26, Elizabeth 4, Eleanor 2, and Ann an 
infant. Two daughters and four sons were born after their arrival. 

A notice in the Chronicle informed of the Dissolution of Partnership 
on 30 November 1886 for the business trading as the Albion Foundry Company. The 
business would be carried on by Thomas Alfred Bromiley, James Parker and John 
Walton. In August that year the Albion Foundry Company had received first prize in 
the Industrial Section of the show for ornamental castings in iron or other metals.  In 
December that year the Railway Department received a tender from the company for 
the supply of cast iron brake blocks. 

On 14 April 1887 the partnership between, Bromiley, Parker and Walton was 
dissolved as Bromiley was retiring. The firm was continued by Parker and Walton. In 
August the Chronicle reported that Messrs Parker and Walton of the brass and stove 
foundry had turned out some most creditable work for the exhibition in the form of 
cast iron stoves � believed to be the first made in the colony. They won first prize for 
cooking stoves. 

The firm the Albion Foundry was advertised in the Chronicle as an ornamental and 
general iron and brass foundry situated in Kent Street beyond Cheapside Street. 

In October 1889 Parker and Walton listed their specialities at the Albion Foundry : 
Cast Iron Cooking Stoves and Ranges [American and English Patterns], Parlour Fire 
Grates, Colonial Ovens. 

In November they called a meeting of their creditors for Thursday 12 December at 
the offices of Messrs Morton and Powers. In December 1889 they faced insolvency. 
Robert Jones an accountant was appointed trustee of their property. He sold to 
Bromiley all his rights to the Books and Books Debts of the estate in January 1890. 

John Walton formed a partnership with Abraham Hanson and Alfred Allan May as 
iron and brass founders and stove manufacturers �Hanson, May & Co.� This 
partnership was dissolved in May 1893 and the business carried on as Hanson, 
Walton & Co of the Albion Foundry. The firm won first prize for the best district made 
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stove in 1895 and for colonial ovens and ornamental castings in iron or other metals 
in 1897. 

A large advertisement featuring a drawing of one of their stoves appeared in the 
Chronicle 29 September 1900 urging readers to support local industry by using their 
stoves � Balmorals Nos 6 and 7; Excelsior No 2; Sweet Home and their Gothic 
Grates Nos 18 and 21. 

Abraham Hanson died in Sydney on 9 December 1902. His body was brought to 
Maryborough on the Burwah and buried in Maryborough. His obituary stated he had 
established the firm Hanson, Walton & Co many years ago. His funeral was from his 
late residence the corner of Sussex and Yaralla Streets. In February 1904 at Hanson, 
Walton & Co's stove foundry two youths Turner and Wylie were severely burnt when 
one tripped while carrying ladles of molten metal. 

The firm won awards at the district and Brisbane exhibitions for their stoves in 1905 
and 1906. In 1906 they were employing 50 workers. In 1907 and 1908 the firm was 
advertising for lads for the moulding and fitting shops. 

In the Supreme Court in November 1913 J. A. Hockley and Rupert R. Hockley 
executors of the will of James Hockley deceased and lately trading as Hanson, 
Walton & Company entered a claim against Alonzo Sparkes. The obituary of James 
Hockley [of Hockleys Limited] who died on 22 June 1913 stated he had recently 
taken over the Albion Stove and Agricultural Machinery Works. 

John Walton of Walker Street, Maryborough advertised in January 1920 his furnished 
cottage �Mascot �at Torquay was available to rent. His wife also advertised that 
�Mascot� was to let in November 1925 

By May 1926 John Walton had registered his firm as John Walton and Son � the son 
being his eldest son John Crossley Walton. In the Catholic Advocate in September 
that year the firm [late Hanson and Walton] advertised their Standard Stove Works in 
Neptune Street. 

John Concannon wrote a long article about the Industrial Fair in the Chronicle 29 
December 1933 commenting on the agricultural implements, stoves and castings 
exhibited by Walton and Son. 

There was an article about Maryborough's stove foundries in the Chronicle 28 June 
1938 � there were four : 

�Scotia Dover �manufactured by Daniel and Co; �Sovereign � by Connell & Co; 
�Croydon� by Stevenson and Co; �Standard �by John Walton and Son. 

The Chamber of Commerce report in the Chronicle 21 June 1941 had a long article 
about the firm and its history. 

John Walton of 206 Walker Street died on 8 July 1944 [Obituary 10 July] and he was 
buried with his wife Eliza who died on 16 February1927 at her residence �Warloy� in 
Walker Street. 
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Elizabeth WALTON born September Qtr 1879 married on 23 December 1898 James 
DANIEL the son of Smith Daniel and Isabella Hunter. James was a moulder of 
Cheapside Street in 1908 working in the Hanson and Walton Foundry. With his 
brother he established the Scotia Stove Foundry as Daniels & Co. He was living at 
294 Pallas Street when he died on 5 February 1926.  Elizabeth was at 102 
Cheapside Street when she passed away on 19 December 1947. Their children were 
James, Elizabeth, Isabella, Leslie Stanley, Robert Walton, Elsie Ruth, and Joyce 
Marjorie. 

Eleanor WALTON born June Qtr 1881 married on 19 July 1906 John GASTON who 
was born in Ireland in 1880.  James was a farmer and the couple lived first in Degilbo 
and then in Iindah Road, Tinana.  By 1949 they had moved to Torquay Terrace, 
Hervey Bay. Eleanor died on 28 June 1964 and John on 21January 1967. Their 
children were John Walton, Robert James, Lily Isabel, and Eleanor Grace. 

Ann[ie] WALTON born 1882/1883 in Salford married on 20 May1914 in Sydney to 
Alfred Major CROWTHER.  Alfred was a stove fitter, and the pair were living in 
Sussex Street in 1925.  By 1930 they were at 170 Walker Street.  Ann died there on 
1 January 1959 and Alfred on 2 June 1970.  He was buried with Annie. They had a 
daughter Lily Bridget who was born in Sydney in 1915. 

Mary WALTON was born in QLD on 1 August 1885.  On 11 
May 1911 in Sydney she married Peter Holtzendorf 
JENSEN. Peter was a farmer and the pair lived at Bidwill. 
By 1949 they had moved to 181 Fort Street.  Mary died on 
5 October 1959 and Peter on 25 June 1964. They were 

buried next to each other. There is a headstone. They had Sidney Buxton, Grace 
Florence, Ruby Isabelle, Constance Myra, Eric Walton, and Neville Peter. 

Lily WALTON born 22 October 1887 married on 15 October 1908 David CAMPBELL 
the son of Alexander and Jane nee Miller.  David a grocer worked in his father's 
grocery store on the corner of Ellena and Adelaide Streets. He and Lily lived at first in 
Walker Street but were in Ferry Street by 1922. By 1930 they had moved to 
Holmesville in NSW where David was a grocery salesman. Lily was still there in 1949 
but David had moved to Brisbane where he was employed at Allan & Stark stores. 
His address was given as 243 Kent Street, Teneriffe when he died on 13 June 1949 
at the Holy Spirit Hospital. Lily returned to QLD and was living on the Esplanade in 
Torquay in 1954 and at 226 John Street, Maryborough in 1972. She died on 29 
November that year. She and David had no children. 

Thomas WALTON was born on 4 March 1890 and died on his 
fourth birthday. The family was at that time living in Unity Street. 

John Crossley WALTON born 12 October 1892 married 
on 28 March 1921 Mab Florence JONES the daughter of 
Herbert Algernon and Minnie Jones. John was a moulder 
when he married Mab and at first, they lived in Walker 
Street. By 1930 he was a stove manufacturer and the 
couple now lived at 112 North Street. In April 1950 the 
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Public Curator was negotiating to acquire the Walton Estate at the corner of Walker 
and Neptune Streets. In June 1951 tenders were called for the construction of 65 
houses on the Housing Commission's Estate [Walton Estate]. John Crossley died on 
10 September 1953 at his residence in North Street. Mab was living at 202 Walker 
Street in1958 and in 1963. In 1968 and 1972 she was living on the Esplanade, Point 
Vernon. She moved to 11 Bell Street, Maryborough by 1977. Mab died on 26 July 
1990 and was buried next to John. There is a headstone. John and Mab had John 
Robert Crossley, Naomi Crossley, Herbert Algernon, Zoe Crossley, and Cherie. 

Robert WALTON born 10 May 1895 enlisted in WW1 in February 1915. 
His mother wrote in March asking for his release as he was only 19 and his 
father was seriously ill. Robert enlisted again in August that year aged 20 
years 3 months, an engine cleaner in the railway. He was assigned to the 

Lewis Gun Section of the 47th Btn. Robert died of wounds received in action on 12 
August 1916 in France. 

James WALTON born 10 December 1897 enlisted in the RAN in February 1916. He 
served on the HMAS UNA and on the CERBERUS as a stoker. James married in 
1924 in Redfern NSW Eleanor Elizabeth ATKINSON. After their marriage they lived 
in Walker Street and then in Dry Street, Maryborough in 1928. James was a cabinet 
maker.  In 1936 James was a stove fitter of 196 Walker Street and of 200 Walker 
Street in 1943. James was a moulder of Glendon Street, Mackay in 1949. In 1954 
Jean [born 1928] and Iris a nursery assistant were living with James and Eleanor in 
Glendon Street. James and Eleanor were at 19 Glendon Street 1963 - 1968.  In 1972 
they were at 15 Magpie Street, Slade Point. Faith a clerk was with them and also 
Robert James a seasonal worker.  Eleanor died on 22 October 1977 and James on 
25 October 1978.  He was buried in the Mt Bassett Cemetery, Mackay next to 
Eleanor. 
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Details on Albion Foundry - https://www.pinterest.com.au/pin/570409109027143466/ 

 

https://www.pinterest.com.au/pin/570409109027143466/
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June 1 1939    July 10 1944 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Research & Story supplied by member Marlen Wilson 
Newspaper articles & Foundry details curtesy of Trove & Goggle 
Grave & photos Curtesy of Find-A-Grave & Ancestry 

 

 

 

 

May 28, 1926 
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Someone Asked the Other Day? 
 

 

Someone asked the other day, what was your favourite 

�Fast Food� when you were growing up? 

We didn�t have fast food when I was growing up,�  I 

informed him. 

 

�All the food was slow.� 

�C�mon, seriously... Where did you eat?� 

 

�It was a place called �home�, I explained. 

! 

Mum cooked every day and when dad got home from 

work, we sat down together at the dining room table, and 

if I didn�t like what she put on my plate, I was allowed to 

sit there until I did like it. 

 

By this time, the lad was laughing so hard I was afraid he 

was going to suffer serious internal damage, so I didn�t 

tell him the part about how I had to have permission to 

leave the table. 

 

But here are some other things I would have told him 

about my childhood  if I�d figured his system could have 

handled it: 

 

Some parents NEVER owned their own house, wore 

jeans, set foot on a golf course, travelled out of the 

country, or had a credit card. 

 

My parents never drove me to school� I had a bicycle 

that weighed probably 50 pounds, and only had one 

speed (slow). 

 

We didn�t have a television in our house 

until I was 10. 

 

It was, of course black and white, and the 

station went off the air at 10 PM, after 

playing the national anthem and 

epilogue;  it came back on the air at about 6 AM.  And 

there was usually a locally produced news and farm 

show on, featuring local people�. 

Pizzas were not delivered to our home�but milk was. 

 

All newspapers were delivered by boys and all boys 

delivered newspapers.  � My brother delivered a 

newspaper, seven days a week.  He had to get up at 6 

every morning. 

 

Film stars kissed with their mouths shut.  At least, they 

did in the films.  There were no movie ratings because all 

movies were responsibly produced for everyone to enjoy 

viewing, without profanity or violence or almost anything 

offensive. 

 

If you grew up in a generation before there was fast food, 

you may want to share some of these memories with 

your children or grandchildren.  Just don�t blame me if 

they bust a gut laughing. 

 

Growing up isn�t what it used to be, is it? 

 

MEMORIES from friends: 

 

My dad is cleaning out my grandmother�s house (she 

died in December) and he brought me an old lemonade 

bottle.  In the bottle top was a stopper with a bunch of 

holes in it.  I knew immediately what it was, but my 

daughter had no idea. 

 

She thought they had tried to make it a saltshaker or 

something.  I knew it as the bottle that sat on the end of 

the ironing board to �sprinkle� cloths with because we 

didn�t have steam irons.  Man, I am old. 

 

 

How many do you remember? 

 

Headlight dip-switches in the floor of the 

car. 

Ignition switches on the dashboard. 

Trouser leg clips or bicycles without chain guards. 

Soldering irons you heated on a gas burner. 

Using hand signals for cars without turn indicators. 

 

 

Older Than Dirt Quiz: 

 

Count all the ones that you remember, not the ones you 

were told about.  Ratings at the bottom 

 

1. Sweet Cigarettes 

2. Coffee shops with juke boxes 

3. Home milk delivery in glass bottles 

4. Party lines on the telephone. 

5. Newsreels before the movie 

6. TV test patterns that came on at night after the 

last show and were there until TV shows started 

again in the morning. (There were 2 channels [if  

you were fortunate]) 

7. Peashooters 

8. 33 rpm records 

9. 45 rpm records 

10. Hi-Fi�s 

11. Metal ice trays with levers 

12. Blue flashbulb 

13. Cork popguns 

14. Wash tub wringers.  

 

If you remembered 0-3     = You�re still young 

If you remembered 4-6     = You are getting older 

If you remembered 7-10   = Don�t tell your age 

If you remembered 11-14  = You�re positively ancient 

 

I must be �positively Ancient�, but those 

memories are some of the best parts of 

my life. 

 

Don�t forget to pass along! 

Especially to all you�re really OLD friends�.I just did! 

 

 

Taken from FaceBook  

(Why wouldn�t you?) 

 

 



  

FOREBEARS – MDFHS INC. PAGE 18 

 

 

MARYBOROUGH FURNITURE FACTORY 

An article in the Chronicle 2 September 1915 stated 
: The newly formed company known as the 
Maryborough Furniture Factory have purchased the 
well-known wholesale business lately carried on by 
Mr A Charteris at Saltwater Creek Road known as 
the Charteris' Furniture Factory and intend to carry 
on trade in Maryborough in future as wholesale 
manufacturers of high class furniture and 
upholstering. They solicit a share of public 
patronage. 

Many advertisements appeared later that month. From February 1916 the 
Maryborough Furniture Factory in Creek Road regularly placed wanted ads for 
cabinet makers and polishers. 

Early on the morning of 29 April 1930 the Maryborough Furniture Company's 
furniture factory on the corner of Creek Road and Woodstock Street was completely 
destroyed by fire. The adjoining house of Mr Kent was able to be saved. 

An inquiry was held in June. The owner of the factory, Walter Hammant Charteris, a 
wood turner of Scarness, said the adjoining house was occupied by his brother-in-
law Alfred Henry Kent, who also rented the factory from him. 

An article in the Chronicle 4 August 1930 stated that Mr A H Kent was to be 
complimented for the speedy reopening of the Maryborough Furniture Factory. After 
the fire which destroyed the factory in April, Mr Kent set about establishing a more up 
to date factory with all the latest of machinery. It was now almost complete. The new 
factory was in Kent Street opposite the butter factory. 

An advertisement in the Chronicle 13 February 1946 informed that the furniture 
factory previously known as the Pyramid Furniture Products had been purchased by 
the Maryborough Furniture Factory. Its address was the corner of Ferry and Ann 
Streets. All cabinet work would be supervised by Mr Robbins and the polishing by Mr 
Shaw, both high class tradesmen. 

Alexander CHARTERIS 1831- 1891 (Grave A105) 

Alexander Charteris arrived on the GENGHIS KHAN 
in 1854 and was in Maryborough by 1874 when he 
was a wood turner in March Street. In January 1876 
he was a cabinet maker and general and Elizabethan 
wood turner in Richmond Street. He had a steam 
wood turnery in Bazaar Street in 1879. His son 
Alexander became his apprentice, and they were 
listed as undertakers in1884. Alexander died on 30 
May 1891 and was buried in Grave A105[2]. His old 
workshop in Bazaar Street was partly demolished 
during a violent storm in October 1897. 
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 Alexander CHARTERIS 1862- 1929 (Grave A585) 

Alexander left his father's business to work for 
Wilson, Hart and Company's sawmill where he 
remained for 22 years. He then left to commence 
a furniture factory, � The People's Furniture 
Warehouse, � in Adelaide Street, later moving to 
more up to date premises in Saltwater Creek 
Road. A newly formed company known as the 
Maryborough Furniture Factory purchased his 
business at Saltwater Creek Road in 1915. In 
1923 Alexander built flats at Scarness for holiday 
makers. He retired a few years before his death 
on 23 September 1929. 
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I don’t care what day it is. 

 

It’s early… 

I’M Grumpy 

I want coffee! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Story compiled & supplied by member Marlene Wilson 

Newspaper clippings sourced from Trove 

Grave information from Find-a-Grave 

 

 

Our Office Motto 
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Story from Sandy Cape, Fraser Island 
Prepared by Member Leanne Wroe 

 
In October 2023 I went as part of a research team and stayed at Sandy 

Cape lighthouse for 2 weeks putting satellite tags on male green sea 

turtles. This project is a part of a larger project to monitor the turtle�s 

migration paths and determine where they come from and where they go.  

While we were at the light house we decided to take a walk down to the 

bunkers and the graves at Sandy Cape which are located in the gully 

below the light house.  

The headstones belong to John Simpson who was a lighthouse keeper who 

died on 20 July 1882 from an accidental discharge of a weapon. Buried 

beside John is his daughter E M Simpson who was only nine months old. 

There is apparently an unmarked grave between them that may have 

been a child also.  
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Daniel Gorman who was previously stationed at Sandy Cape on the 

northern end of Fraser Island. Daniel Edward Gorman (born County Cork, 
Ireland, 1838) and his wife Johanna (nee Hayes, b 1840) were married on 

11th July 1864 at St Stephen's Cathedral in Brisbane and Daniel entered 
Government service immediately after. He was at Sandy Cape from 1873-

76 and then at Gatecombe Head, Gladstone for three years followed by a 

few years Lady Elliott Island until 1882. 

The Gorman�s moved back to Sandy Cape Light in 1882 to replace the 51-
year-old John Simpson who had died of a gunshot wound. Simpson had 

been a lightkeeper for 26 years starting on 1 January 1856 as the 
principal lightkeeper in the port of Moreton Bay. After this he was the first 

lightkeeper at Woody Island in the Great Sandy Strait (from 1 October 
1867) and then at Sandy Cape since 28 April 1870. Simpson and his wife 

Jane (nee Williams, daughter of Robert Williams and Ann Lobb) were 
married in 1859 had 10 children; the last three (Charles, twins Edwin and 

Percy, and Edith Maud) were born while Simpson was stationed at Sandy 
Cape. Youngest daughter Edith was bitten by a snake and died aged 8 

months on 12 January 1877, but it was the death of John Simpson that 
brought the family's stay to an end. John Simpson, on Thursday 20 July 

1882, was out hunting wallaby in the afternoon and had just shot one with 
his doubled barrelled rifle. As he ran to secure the wallaby John tripped 

over a log and as he fell the stock of the gun smashed off and the gun 

discharged into his left breast. He died face-down on the spot and was 
found by his son Charles soon after. An inquest a week later found that it 

was an accident. Simpson left a wife and 9 children (Elizabeth, Helen, 
Martha, Fred, William, Fanny, Charles, Edwin and Percy) to mourn his 

loss. A grave was erected on the track from the house to the lighthouse, 
beside that of Edith. The graves and gravestones are still there today. The 

Simpson family moved out and Daniel Gorman and family moved in, 

taking official residence from 4 November 1882. 

http://indicatorloops.com/inskip.htm 

 

 

http://indicatorloops.com/inskip.htm
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Headstone of John Simpson 

 

Headstone of E. M. Simpson 
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Walter Joseph O'SULLIVAN � Optometrist 

Walter Joseph O'SULLIVAN was born c1895 [place unknown] 
to parents Denis Roger O'Sullivan and Elizabeth Mary 
NUGENT. Walter, his parents, and his siblings arrived in 
Australia probably in NSW, but their immigration details were 
not found. An article in a Brisbane newspaper dated 22 July 
1916 stated that Walter J. O'Sullivan an expert optician formerly 
of Sydney had established a practice in Queen Street, 
Brisbane. In 1917 and 1918 he was living at 61 Barker Street, 
New Farm. 

He was staying at the Central Hotel , Maryborough in 1918.  In 1920 in NSW, he 
married Frances Emma Alice BURY who arrived a milliner aged 18 on the WAIPARA 
in December 1913 with her family. 

An advertisement in the Chronicle 11 September 1920 stated that Walter J 
.O'Sullivan who had been visiting the district for the past few years as a 
representative for W. J. DOBBYN was permanently located in Maryborough and was 
arranging suitable consulting rooms. He was still available at the Central Hotel. 

In March 1921 W. T. WILLIAMS, the optometrist sold his business to Walter. Walter 
would continue at the same address - corner of Kent and Adelaide Streets, 
diagonally opposite Finney�s. A notice in the Chronicle in July 1930 stated that Walter 
had spent the last 9 months in Gympie where he had built an excellent and growing 
practice; he was now returning permanently to Maryborough and could be consulted 
at the Mainway Corner. He was at 356 Kent Street opposite Stuparts in September 
1931. He was appointed optometrist to the Friendly Societies' Association of 
Maryborough and District. 

The Chronicle dated 26 January 1939 had a very long article about the new home 
that had been completed for Walter on the corner of Lennox and Dalhousie Streets. 
There was a photo and description of his home and a floor plan. 

A large advertisement in December 1940 featured his signature beside the drawing 
of an eye. Many residents would be familiar with this. 

In 1949 Walter was joined by James HAMILTON and began regular visits offering 
optical services to Childers, Gayndah, Mundubbera, Monto and Biggenden. He also 
began offering this service at Pialba. 

In 1925 and 1928 Walter and Frances were living in North Street, Maryborough. They 
were in Gympie in 1929 and 1930. In 1934 they were both in Ferry Street, 
Maryborough. They moved into their new home at 349 Lennox Street and lived there 
till the 1970s. From 1977 � 1980 Frances was at 8 Yaldara Street, Carseldine. 

Walter died on 14 February 1977 at the Freemason's Home in Sandgate late of 
Carseldine . Frances died on 18 May 1984 at the Point Vernon Nursing Centre, 
Hervey Bay. 
 



  

FOREBEARS – MDFHS INC. PAGE 25 

 

 

 

 

 

Attractive Modern Dwelling � The Chronicle 26th January 1939 link below 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/discoveryui-

content/view/102725956:1207?tid=&pid=&queryId=f2b986a33014b368fec6078f36adab65&_phsrc=

Vxu89&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/discoveryui-content/view/102725956:1207?tid=&pid=&queryId=f2b986a33014b368fec6078f36adab65&_phsrc=Vxu89&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com.au/discoveryui-content/view/102725956:1207?tid=&pid=&queryId=f2b986a33014b368fec6078f36adab65&_phsrc=Vxu89&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com.au/discoveryui-content/view/102725956:1207?tid=&pid=&queryId=f2b986a33014b368fec6078f36adab65&_phsrc=Vxu89&_phstart=successSource
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Story written & supplied by member Marlene Wilson 

Pictures & Articles curtesy of Trove, Find-a-Grave, Google & Ancestry 
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Did You Know 
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Gravestone Symbols & their meaning 
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Future Local Events coming up. 
 

MDFHS Cemetery Tours (held on the 3rd Friday each month) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Friday 19th January 2024   Friday 19th July 2024 

Friday 16th February 2024  Friday 16th August 2024 

Friday 15th March 2024   Friday 20th September 2024 

Friday 19th April 2024   Friday 18th October 2024 

Friday 17th May 2024   Friday 15th November 2024 

Friday 21st June 2024   Friday 20th December 2024 
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Check out the latest Publications from Scott when you visit Childers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Quote of the Month 
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Books  

On Sale from our rooms 

Maryborough Heritage Register Series 

Books 

 

Whose House is That?  (House names of Maryborough & District and their Owners) $12 (+P&H) 

 

Immigration to Maryborough 1862-1899. (Separate booklets)          $8 (+P&H)  

Different boats, stories, and listings of passengers in each booklet. 
 

�Mine Host� of Maryborough & District. (Licensed Publicans & Pubs to 1924)       $12 (+P&H) 

 

�Mine Host II� of Maryborough & District.  

(Licensed Publicans & Pubs 1924 to 1970)           $12 (+P&H) 

 

Hotels of the Burrum District             $12 (+P&H) 

 

Up the Creek, An early History of Bidwell and Magnolia Districts.        $20 (+P&H) 

Includes many family histories of early and present settlers of the area. 
 

Anyone for Tennis                         $20 (+P&H) 

 

Original Maryborough Site             $5 (+P&H) 

 

Paving the Way              $8.00 (+P&H) 

 

The Newton Rodeo              $10.00 (+P&H) 
  

 

New Book Releases 
 

  

The Theebine Hotel   by    K Dakin & J Nahrung                 $12 (+P&H) 

  

Shipbuilding at Walkers Limited    by   J A Concannon               $25 (+P&H) 

 

Tandora A Pioneer�s Dream by Lindsay Titmarsh                 $60 (+P&H) 

 

Hard Yards � Rugby League Recollections � 1910 -2010 by Ted Weber         $35 (+P&H) 

 

A Grand Passion by Anne De Lisle      $25 (+P&H) 

 

Swifts as we Remember       $10 (+P&H)  

 

The Story of Jane Ison 1770 � 1823 Convict with William Bryant &  

William Eaton � The Australian Legacy of Jane Ison, Convict Book 1 $30 (+P&H) 
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