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President’s report
March 2024

Well, much has been achieved since November. Indexes have been added to and other projects started but as
is the way some are yet to be finished. I have no doubt that as we approach the completion of one task, we will
have already thought of another way to make the library more user-friendly for our members and visitors.

One project that went ahead in leaps and bounds was scanning the school histories that we had. These school
histories have a wealth of information in them. Often, they will include the history of the families of the areas
as they are usually the history of the school and the district. They will be found under schools and in the
particular school folder.

Our next big project is scanning the Toowoomba City Council rate films 1930 to 1950s. These I’m pleased to
say are a lot easier to read than the early records that we hold. Of course, sometimes it’s very difficult to read
the writing when a council officer has taken a very thick pen to cross out the previous owners’ name. I have
indexed two of these films but it’s another of those projects that takes time. I am indexing the films by streets
since the streets are supposed to run alphabetically on the films, but this is not always the case, and you will
find for eg. Greenwattle Street (1 scan only) on film 30 and the rest of the street on film 32 and continued on
33. Alas Fogarty Street is then out of order and on film 33. Therefore, it is necessary to check the index to the
films.

Whenever working on a project, I like to make sure we’re not wasting our time and the end result will be of
benefit. I have a particular interest in Haig Street and it’s on film 33. In my quest to discover just when Haig
Street was developed, I had to go back to the Middle Ridge rates when it was called Wagner Street. I knew |
was on the right track as soon as I found David Henry Schaumburg who went on the electoral roll 6 November
1912 at Wagner Street, Middle Ridge. Then I needed to find out whether the story was correct that No 4, 6 and
8 were all built by the Dellers. I have no idea whether they physically built them or not but yes, they owned
the land when a dwelling was put there.

For anyone wanting to trace the history of their house it is a challenge as often there were no numbers.
However, these later ones have the property description. For example, 8 Haig Street (my house) is por 130 sub
74-75. By making note of the property description, you are able to develop a timeline of owners. Just from the
later scans I was able to find that Joseph Deller purchased the land 13™ August 1934 from Sydney Hungerford.
Sydney is shown as owning the land in 1912 but I haven’t gone back any further. Joseph also purchased No. 6
the same day from Henrietta Holt. His wife Friedericka owned No. 4.

What a great resource this will be once the project is finished and I must thank Anne, Max and Fenella for
helping with this.

We are always mindful of the fact that most researchers like to sit in front of a computer and search quickly.
Therefore, it was suggested at our meeting that we scan the pioneer registers. We are now working our way
through the New South Wales pioneer registers, and they will be found under Pioneers and by the town or if
it’s a general one then under pioneers.

ek

The Fifth History Queensland Conference

The fifth History Queensland Conference will be held in conjunction with the seventeenth Australasian
Congress on Genealogy and Heraldry between 21 and 24 March 2025. The conference name is Connections:
Past, Present and Future and will be held at Brisbane Technology Park at Eight Mile Plains

Featured speakers include Judy Russell (Legal Genealogist), Dr Nick Barratt (BBC’s Who Do You Think You
Are) and Hamish Maxwell-Stewart (University of New England and CEO of Digital History Tasmania).

https://www.connections2025.org.au/
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Thomas (1864-1923) and
William (1865-1900) Concannon

The Merkara arrived in Moreton Bay on 8 April 1885 and was met by the Boko, and the Brisbane passengers
were then transferred and taken to the immigration depot. These immigrants comprised of folk from England,
Scotland, Ireland and other places, their skills ranging from bricklayers, miners, gardeners to domestic
servants. Thirty-two of the passengers had paid their way on this voyage.

Two young Irishmen Thomas ‘Tom’ Concannon aged twenty-one and his brother William aged nineteen were
two of these passengers. The brothers had boarded the Merkara in London on 10 February. Why they left
Ireland to travel to London and then to Australia is unknown, however, they were assisted immigrants so there
was the promise of employment and a new life. Australia was the land of opportunity.

By the end of 1885 both brothers had joined the Queensland Police Force. Their father was a policeman in
Westmeath, Ireland and had been serving for over thirty years. The brothers arrived in Brisbane with very good
references.

William was described as 5’11 & Y2 inches tall having blue eyes, red hair and a ruddy complexion. His service
number was 73 and he was sworn in on 23 September 1885 on applying to the force William stated he was a
clerk. William’s first post was Fortitude Valley, Brisbane.

Tom initially obtained employment working as a groom for Dr Kesteven and then found a position as a clerk.
Shortly after William was sworn in Tom applied to join the Police force. He was sworn in on 13 November
and given the service number of 657. His first post was out west in Roma. Tom was described as 6’2 inches
tall with grey eyes, brown hair and a dark complexion.

Roma had no police barracks and Tom most likely took lodging in one of the four boarding houses operating
in the town at the time. The dry flat landscape of Roma would have been so different from the wet, lush greens
of his homeland. He remained out west for ten years serving in Roma for six years and six months, St George
for two years, Surat for one year and two months, Goondiwindi for a year and Yeulba for six months. He
requested a transfer to Brisbane on several occasions however, the request was denied.

Tom got quite ill in 1894 from influenza which developed into pleurisy, and he was off work for eight weeks.
As he had not been ill during his nine years of service, he was paid in full for this time off work.

Tom and some of his fellow officers were involved in several scrapes in which the consumption of alcohol was
partaken. Only minor infringements were noted in his file; however, these did impact his promotions within
the force.

Whilst stationed at Goondiwindi one of his colleagues Tom Guthrie married Miss Annie O’Mara from
Warwick. Through this connection he met Annie’s sister, Kate. In December of 1896 Tom requested permission
to marry Kate. Policemen could not just marry anyone without their character being assessed.

The following is from the character reference of Kate made by Acting Sergeant D.S. William (No, 403) of the
Warwick Station:

Reports re character of Catherine Agnes O’Mara and her relatives that from inquiries made he has ascertained that
Catherine Agnes O’Mara is a thoroughly respectable young woman also her brothers Edward and James are very
respectable and of good character, Edward is a contractor and undertaker residing in Warwick. James is a farmer
residing near Warwick.
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Kate and Tom were married at St Mary’s Catholic Church, Warwick
on 5 January 1897. On the 16" of that month the couple travelled to
Brisbane on the train. Tom’s longed for transfer to Brisbane had been
approved and he took up duties at the Roma Street Station. Their train
fares were reimbursed, and they were also entitled to a rent allowance.
The couple settled in Brisbane welcomed their first child, a son, John
Thomas on 6 November 1897.

Meanwhile, William has been stationed at The Valley (Fortitude
Valley) and then Roma Street in Brisbane. After almost ten years in
Brisbane, he was transferred to Thursday Island by this time he had
attained the rank of Senior Constable. Whilst on T.I. Senior Constable
Concannon does get into some mischief involving alcohol and
gambling. A recommendation in his police file suggests he be
transferred ‘before his good character is ruined’.

In February 1898 William made an application to marry Miss Margaret Woods of Brisbane. Her father was
also a policeman, Sergeant Thomas Woods, stationed at the Lodge, Government House. There was no issue
with the approval process.

After almost three years on T.I., William was transferred to Newtown a small, two-man station outside
Maryborough commencing his duties as Acting Sergeant.

Margaret and William’s wedding took place at St Stephen’s Cathedral in Brisbane on 27 April 1898. Her father,
Sergeant Thomas Woods, walked her down the aisle. William’s brother, Tom, was the best man and her two
sisters were bridesmaids. A large number of family and friends attended the reception held at the Lodge,
Government House. Their cake was designed and made by Mr Ernest Muling of the Kiosk, Botanic Gardens.
The couple spent their honeymoon on the Darling Downs.

Newtown would have been quite the change of pace for Margaret after Brisbane. The couple welcomed their
first child, Catherine Mary, on 16 March 1899. William received praise for his work at Newtown. In his report
Chief Inspector Stuart wrote in his report:

When I last inspected this Station, it was simply a disgrace to the department. Since Acting Sergeant Concannon
has taken charge of it, he has altered all this and he has it now both inside and outside one of the cleanest and best
kept Stations in the District. Making such a change reflects great credit on the Acting Sargeant and it was quite
refreshing to inspect it after inspecting Tinana.

The following year on 9 September William was transferred to Croydon. A brand new Police station had been
built there with a residence for the Officer-In-Charge. The building was constructed by James Lancaster, and
is still standing today (2023). It has been listed on the Queensland Heritage Register and is known as the former
Police station. Prior to his transfer to Croydon, William had completed and passed his exams to become a
Sargeant. Once the exam had been taken and passed an officer had to wait for a Sargeant’s position to become
available. When the post in Croydon became available it was offered to William. He also took on the additional
role of Inspector of slaughter houses. Croydon was a thriving town at this time, gold having been discovered
the area in 1886.
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William took ill early in November, just two months after moving to Croydon.
He soldiered on and was treated by Drs Thomas Flood and Nigel Trenow
however, he did not improve. His brother, Tom, applied for leave on 14
November and headed to Croydon. Tragically, on 21 November 1900 William
succumbed to heart failure brought on by malaria and dysentery. He passed
away at the Croydon Police Station and was buried in the Croydon cemetery
the following day.

| Margaret was now a widow with a small child and she was pregnant with their
ﬁﬁ second child. No one will know if William knew that he was to become a
father for the second time. Upon his death Margaret received a gratuity of 154 pounds and returned to Brisbane
to live. She moved in with her parents. Mary Ernestine Wilhelmina Concannon was born on 5 June 1901.

No doubt Tom returned to Brisbane with a heavy heart. He was to remain in Brisbane until 7 June 1912 when
he was transferred to Toowoomba. By this time, he had served at the Roma Street, Coorparoo, and Depot police
stations. He and Kate now had four children with the birth of Jane Mary on 31 July 1899, Catherine Agnes aka
Kitty on 9 January 1901 and James William on 14 January 1903.

Tom and Kate had three more children: Thomas Joseph born on 26 February 1905, Anna Bridget aka Nancy
on 13 November 1906 and last but not least Edward Anthony born on 2 February 1910. They lived in several
locations before purchasing a four bedroom wooden home in Hume Street, Toowoomba (now the location of
Officeworks). The house was named ConMara This house was very conveniently located close to the main
Police Station of Toowoomba. Policing has always been a hazardous occupation and it was no different in
Thomas’ day.

On 9 April 1914 he was able to stop a runaway horse in Ruthven Street, he received a medal for his courageous
actions. The following citizens made statements regarding his bravery: William Ryan, John Power, Henretta
Henry, William Rutledge and John O’Dea. On the 23 March 1914 Tom was hit by a car whilst on duty. An
ambulance was called and he was treated at the Ruthven Street scene. He later sought a consultation with Dr
Reginal Freshney.

By this time Tom had been a serving Police Officer for over thirty years. Dr Freshney endorsed Tom’s
retirement from the force, the injuries sustained from the car were minimal however, Thomas had developed
diabetes. However, he continued to work and officially retired from the force on 1 May 1916 he received one
hundred and eighty eight pounds, eleven pence and eight shillings on his superannuation annually, this being
the full rate of pay for an Acting Sergeant, his rank at retirement.

He may have retired from the job however, with a relatively young family of seven children Tom would have
been very busy. His eldest son, John, became a Catholic Priest and was ordained at St Patrick’s Cathedral,
Toowoomba on 8 December 1920.

On 26 April 1922 he walked his eldest daughter Jane down the aisle when she wed William Carroll at St
Patrick’s Cathedral, Toowoomba. The ceremony was performed by his son Rev. Father John Concannon. Jane
and Bill welcomed their first child, John Daniel Carroll on 1 July 1923. Kate and Thomas’ first grandchild. By
this time sons James and Thomas were studying in Sydney to become Priests.
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Photo at left - Front: Kitty, Tom and Kate Concannon.
The gentleman’s name at the back is unknown.

Thomas became ill early in the year of 1923 after
battling a very lengthy illness he passed away at St
Vincent’s Hospital, Toowoomba on 26 October. It was
quite the honour to be buried in the Catholic Cemetery
at Nudgee in Brisbane and this is where he was laid to
rest. His funeral took place at St Patrick’s Cathedral,
Toowoombea after the service his body was transported to Brisbane on the train. A large number of family and
friends made their way to Nudgee for the internment.

Suzanna Margetts (Sue)

References:

TDDFHS records including:

Electoral Rolls

The Chronicle & Darling Downs Gazette

Other sources:
Queensland Police Museum
Queensland State Archives

Vale Neil & Beth

Photo at left from Order of ServiceNeil Hooper first came to us as
Work for the Dole person and stayed. He had retired from the Police
Force in 1995 and came to us in late 1996. He had been in the police
force from 1957 and luckily for us his last post was in Toowoomba.

i Neil immediately fitted in. It turned out that he had served in Roma
. where he met his wife Beth and since a number of our members,
\ J : i including the Donnellys came from Roma it was always a talkfest
. ,f » ; when they got Bare
E h ' together. The © i
' ~ president soon put S L
him to work checking the data she had inputted onto
computer from the Darling Downs Gazette which had
previously been put on fiche. Once this project was finished,
he and Ken Stephen then indexed even more categories. This
database went from 23000 entries to over 134,000 entries.
Again, once this was finished Neil then indexed the
Toowoomba Chronicle which already existed but had only
been indexed for BDMs and accidents and so Neil found all
the other events which were many.

When we moved the building Neil couldn’t stay away for long. He was soon accessing the building via a
ladder. Despite his diagnosis of Parkinsons he continued to come as long as he could. Beth became his driver
and dropped him off for his last day here in February 2019.

Sadly, he passed away on the 7" January and unfortunately, he was joined by Beth on 16 January.
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Married women teachers' applications

We hold copies of 693 declarations submitted by married women teachers for the years 1932-1935 as part of
series NRS-12294 Special bundles [Public Service Board], which have all now been digitised and are available
to view in the online catalogue.

In 1932, against the backdrop of the Depression, the NSW Government passed the Married Women (Lecturers
and Teachers) Act. This Act restricted the employment of married women in the Department of Public
Instruction, which meant that currently employed married women faced dismissal and any woman intending
to marry had to resign upon doing so.

However, married women teachers could apply for an exemption by completing a statutory declaration every
year explaining their circumstances. Most applied on the grounds of hardship, combined incomes being
inadequate to support a family, supporting husbands unemployed due to illness or injury (especially after
service during World War I), or supporting family members. (From the Museums of History NSW)

Akskok

In 2006 the Toowoomba & Darling Downs Family History Society published Darling Downs Biographical
Register to 1900 in two parts A-K and L-Z. Ann Simon wrote about Henri Simon thus:

HENRI SIMON

Henri SIMON b 1840 Yverdon Switzerland to Jules and Annet SIMON, d 4 Sept 1902 Lower Freestone, m
Dec 1870 Bicester Oxfordshire England Susan HARRIS [b 1848 Brackley Northamptonshire Eng to Timothy
and Elizabeth HARRIS née TAYLOR, d 18 Oct 1926 Yangan].

Children:

1. Frederick Jules SIMON b 25 Aug 1871 Warwick, d 18 Apr 1958 Sandgate, m 16 Sept 1896 Allora Martha
TANZER [b 8 Sept 1875 Spring Creek to John and Ernstina TANZER née BOLL, d 6 Nov 1954 Brisbane].
Seven children. Jules selected land in the parish of Deuchar, county of Merivale, for which he received the
Deed of Grant on 1 Aug 1895. He had built a slab hut with bark roof. This cost £8, and he made
improvements to the land to the value of £118. Jules grew maize on his land.

Anne Elizabeth SIMON b 22 Oct 1873, m 7 Aug 1890 Richard FORD. Ten children.
Alice Fanny Matilda SIMON b 3 Jul 1876, m James DENNISON [d 2 Mar 1909]. One child.
Pauline Doschanelle SIMON b 23 Jul 1878 Freestone, d 5 Jun 1880 Freestone.

A

John Henrick SIMON b 12 Feb 1881, d 6 Oct 1963 bur Warwick, m Elizabeth McCLURE [b 1886, d 2
Oct 1970 bur Warwick]. Two children.

6. Pamela Susanne SIMON b 13 Nov 1883, d 7 Aug 1939 bur Warwick, m Walter PAYNE [b to Thomas
David PAYNE, d Jan 1947 bur Warwick]. Four children.

7. Emily SIMON b 11 Sept 1886, d Dec 1972 bur Warwick, m Warwick Herbert KADOW [d May 1971 bur
Warwick]. One child.

8. Louis Cecil SIMON b 10 May 1891, m Gladys Brighton MARLTON. Six children.

HENRI and SUSAN SIMON sailed for Australia on the barque Star Queen on 30 Dec 1870 and landed at Moreton
Bay on 20 March 1871. They came out as steerage passengers. Henri was 26 and Susan 22 years of age.
Leaving Moreton Bay, Henri and Susan travelled by bullock wagon to the county of Merivale (Green Hills).
Susan was four months pregnant with her first born, Jules. On arrival Henri obtained land. In 1896 they took
up 80 acres at Warwick, selection 1163. The electoral rolls show Henri was a freeholder at Freestone Creek
from 1874 to 1879. The Post Office Directories show him as a farmer at Upper Freestone Creek in 1889, and
at Freestone Creek Lower 1894-1902. In 1903, after Henri’s death, the entry was in Susan’s name.
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Ann SIMON

In 2023, Alison Atwell’s story of her great-grandfather was published in Caloundra Clipper June 2023, no.
121, quarterly magazine of Caloundra Family History Research Inc. Alison’s story is reproduced here, with
her permission.

Charles Henri Francois Simon
From London butler to Darling Downs farmer: The story of my Swiss Great-Grandfather

Henry Simon, my great grandfather, was born Charles Henri Francois Simon in 1843 in picturesque Yverdon-
les-Bains in Vaud, Switzerland, just 10 miles from the French border. Henry’s Grand-child, my Aunt Myrtle,
who died in 1998 at age 93, had vivid memories of her French-speaking Grandfather having spent some years
of her own childhood living with her Grandparents. Aunt Myrtle would mesmerize us as children with first-
hand stories told to her of Henry’s life. Growing up in Switzerland, Henry Simon was acutely aware that as
the oldest son he was destined to dedicate his life to the church. However, the priesthood was not what Henry
actually envisaged for his future and so at age 19 he fled across the French border determined to seek a different
life elsewhere. Henry made his way to England, initially working on the London wharves. Here he attracted
the attention of the aristocratic Captain Drake, who apparently recognised Henry’s very precise organizational
skills and subsequently offered Henry the position of butler in his prestigious English household. The wealthy
Drake family travelled to Europe each winter taking many of their 20 servants with them and thus Henry
revisited Europe extensively during the period of his London employment.

Aunt Myrtle reflected that Henry’s English was understandably still lacking in the finer nuances and the
household staff delighted in playing practical jokes at his expense. On one occasion when Butler Henry lifted
the lid of a silver platter on the polished sideboard in the dining room expecting a roast goose, he discovered
that one of the kitchen staff had placed a kitten on the platter. To his credit Henry apparently took these practical
jokes in good spirit. During his years working in this household Henry met Susan Harris from Oxfordshire, six
years his junior. Susan was employed as the Drake’s seamstress and with Captain Drake’s blessing the pair
married in Ardley, Oxfordshire in 1870 with Captain Drake presenting the newly-weds with a bible, which
remains with a family member to this day. Henry and Susan subsequently made the significant decision to
migrate to Australia to seek a new life.

Henry and Susan Simon arrived in Brisbane as Emigrant No. 21 and Emigrant No 22 on board the Star Queen
in 1871. They initially travelled on bullock drays to the Darling Downs to a Government Migrant Camp at
Merivale where they were allocated an 80-acre farming lease at Lower Freestone outside Warwick. Henry laid
out his 80-acre farm in an extraordinarily neat and orderly manner befitting the regulated structure of his
previous life as a butler. The farm was designed with a series of yards each bound by neat picket fences. When
Aunt Myrtle formally shared her memories in a family interview recorded by my sister Rosemary in 1988, she
explained that one yard was the house yard and another the kitchen yard as kitchens were always kept separate
from the main house, in fear of fire spreading. Another of Henry’s yards was devoted to grape vines, still
another for housing the shed with the buggies and another yard for the stables etc. The entire landscape of the
farm was meticulously neat. Aunt Myrtle mused that her Grandfather even picked stray horse hair off the
fences to ensure that all was absolutely spick and span, noting that her father, Henry’s son-in-law, Walter Payne,
my own Grandfather, always claimed that Henry kept his farm like a well-presented dinner table.

Henry and Susan had eight children at Lower Freestone across a twenty-year period between 1871 and 1891,
Frederick, Ann, Alice, Pauline, Henry, Pamela, Emily and Louis. The sixth of these children, Pamela, was my
paternal Grandmother. Like many of his fellow farmers on the Darling Downs, Henry grew wheat but because
the grain was thrashed with a horse that was led in a circular fashion with the sheaves of wheat held in the
centre, the children were frequently kept at home to lead the horse. My Grandmother, Pamela, somehow
miraculously learned to read and write despite her very intermittent attendance until age 12 at the local school.
Henry was foremost amongst the farmers in the district for trialling the planting of Indian wheat, a harder grain
to grind but one that was resistant to rust. The Warwick Times in 1883 reported that Mr Henry Simon had
grown Indian wheat for five years without a crop failure and had even had twice-yearly harvests for two years
without any rust issues.
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Henry revelled in growing grapes on his farm and in using knowledge gained in his Swiss youth to make wine,
which was well appreciated by his neighbours who were only too happy to purchase his very quaffable
products. Unfortunately, my Great-Grandfather Henry was not sufficiently mindful of the legalities of the time
in terms of selling alcohol on a Sunday. The Warwick Argus in 1897 reported that Henry Simon was charged
with having ‘disposed of colonial wine to John Murphy contrary to the provisions of the Act’. Senior Sergeant
O’ Lean of Yangan noted that Henry Simon’s farm was becoming notorious for illegal Sunday trading, leading
to bouts of lawlessness amongst locals. Sergeant O’ Lean asked the magistrate to mitigate this evil by inflicting
the heaviest penalty. Thus, the Police magistrate in fully concurring with the local constabulary fined Henry,
who had calmly pleaded guilty to the charge, the maximum amount for this Sabbath failure, a significant sum
of five pounds for the offence plus five shillings and four pence to be paid in costs. Henry continued to refine
his wine making skills but thankfully avoided further lapses of the trading laws.

My Great Grandfather, Henry Simon, died at the age of 62 in 1902, after suffering for many years with heart
issues. His widow Susan Simon continued to work the farm for some time with the help of her grown children
until her own death at age 77 in 1926. My own father, Roy Payne, was the last of Pamela’s five children being
16 years younger than his sister, my Aunt Myrtle. Dad grew up in Freestone and spoke to me of how his
Grandfather Henry’s legacy had been carried through the generations. Dad’s mother, Pamela, Henry’s daughter,
was certainly very particular about her children’s table manners, tough lessons learned at what was according
to Aunt Myrtle, Henry’s extraordinarily rigid dinner table. My father said that it went beyond simply being
particular about how he and his four sisters held their knives and forks. The children were never allowed to
speak at the table. Seated at stools, the siblings completed their meal in silence while their mother Pamela sat
at the other end overseeing their manners with her stick. Each evening my Grandmother, Pamela, truly her
father Henry’s daughter, would be freshly adorned in a crisply starched, pristine white apron. I personally
remember how my father in his turn, was also pedantic about the table manners of his own six children,
although thankfully there was no stick involved!

Charles Henri Francois Simon, my Great Grandfather was certainly a fascinating man, having courageously
migrated to two different countries in his lifetime and reinvented himself as a prestigious butler and then a
successful farmer who was prepared to trial new varieties of wheat and produce grapes and wine despite rigid
restrictions. Henry was a father to eight children, and as one of his many descendants [ am in awe of this rather
quirky, obsessively detailed and spirited Swiss Great-Grandfather of mine!

By Alison Atwell CFHRI Member
Resources:

e England & Wales Births, Marriages and Deaths Index: 1837-2007: Volume: 3a page 1005.

e Hall, T. (1925). The Early History of Warwick District and Pioneers of the Darling Downs. Robertson and Proven
Ltd, Toowoomba.

e Interview with Myrtle McClintock (1906-1998: Henry Simon’s Grand-daughter) conducted by Myrtle’s niece
Rosemary Payne. Brisbane: 1988.

o Warwick Argus Saturday 3rd July 1897: Page 7

o Warwick Examiner and Times Queensland 1867 - 1919, 3 November 1883: p. 2.

e QIld Government Family History Births, Deaths and Marriages: Death registration

e  QIld Immigration Data: Star Queen: ID 18476

deskosk

From the Toowoomba Chronicle and Darling Downs Gazette 29 February 1924, p. 4 col. 7
RURAL EDUCATION
SCHOOL AT STANTHORPE

BRISBANE, Thursday-Referring to the establishment of a rural school at Stanthorpe. Mr. Huxham said that a
number of additional schools will be established, but the matter had not yet been finalised. At Stanthorpe the
present institution will be used both as a primary and a rural school. The building will be raised on high blocks,
and will be so re-arranged as to give the greatest amount of light and ventilation.
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James ‘Jim’ William Concannon 1903 - 1963

When you pull up in the car park of St Joseph’s Catholic Church in Helidon one can see a beautiful brick
building that looks like it has stood there forever. In fact, the church was built in 1914 and was originally
known as St Andrew’s. The brick structure, measuring 70 feet by 38 feet with a chancel of 16 feet 6 inches by
12 feet and a porch 10 feet by 10 feet is a mixture of Gothic and Romanesque design. The plans were prepared
by Messrs Coutts and Sons, architects of Ipswich. The contractors Messrs Worley & Sons. The bricks came
from Ebbw-Vale.

Inside the building is large, spacious and has beautifully crafted stained glass windows — all depicting a
significant religious event. Each of these stunning windows were donated by families of the parish.

There is an air of peace and tranquillity in this church. Rev. Father James ‘Jim’ Concannon was posted here in
1938 after several traumatic years that involved the death of his brother Rev. Father John and his three sisters,
Janie, Kitty and Nancy, all to tuberculosis.

James William Concannon was born in Brisbane on 14 January 1903 the son of
policeman Thomas William Concannon and his wife Catherine ‘Kate’ O’Mara.
Jim was their fourth child he had three brothers and three sisters. When he was
nine years old his father was transferred to Toowoomba.

Jim was educated at the Christian Brothers College (St Mary’s) in Toowoomba. He
passed his senior university level exams in 1919 and followed his older brother,
John, to Sydney to study for the Priesthood at St Patrick’s College, Manly.

He excelled in the subjects: philosophy, hermeneutics (Bible Studies) and Modern
History. Jim was also an excellent cricket player and was part of the Young Catholic
Men'’s association team.

He returned home on his holidays and for family events during these years of study. On 22 September 1922
his sister, Janie, married William ‘Bill’ Carroll at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Toowoomba. His brother, Rev. Father
John, performed the ceremony. The following year he became an uncle, when Janie and Bill welcomed their
first child, John Daniel Carrol. Sadly, on 26 October of the following year his father passed away.

James was ordained at St Patrick’s Cathedral on 8 December 1925 along with William McGovern, John
Gleeson and Joseph Kelly. After the ceremony, the newly ordained priests and their families celebrated at a
luncheon held at St Saviours School. They then returned to their families to await their first curate position.

Rev. Father Jim’s first posting as a curate was to Gayndah. He was only there for a few months when he was
transferred to Ipswich to assist his brother John who was not well. Whilst in Ipswich Rev. Father Jim continued
his work with the Young Catholic Men’s association. Rev. Fathers Jim and John were also present for the
inaugural midnight mass at St Mary’s Church. The congregation was massive, the parishioners barely fitting
into the church.

He remained in Ipswich for about twelve months and he was then posted to Annerley. Whilst in Annerley Rev.
Father organized many fund raising events which included bridge, euchre parties, fetes and balls. During his
time at Annerley the balls included modern and old-time dancing and the music was provided by bands and
even small orchestras. These events raised much needed funds for the parish, especially the Benevolent Society.

In 1933 he went to Cairns on holidays and caught up with Aunt Annie & Uncle Thomas Guthrie and his cousins
Catherine and Jane and their families. His mode of travel was on board Canberra a coastal steamer. Rev. Father
Jim travelled with his cousins and did touristy things like visit the Mulgrave Sugar Mill.

All of the parishes that Rev. Father Jim served at had a school and a convent. Many of the sisters in the convents
were also teachers at these schools. Having a school meant that the Parish Priest did get to know his flock as
he was in regular contact with the parents and children. In 1934 Rev. Father Jim was promoted to Parish Priest
and was transferred to Graceville.
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In 1938 he was transferred to Helidon a small town with a population of 539 people. His mother, Kate, moved
into the Presbytery with him. After the tragic loss of four of her children she sold her home in Toowoomba.
Her grandchildren John, Thomas and Imelda spent many school holidays with her and their uncles, as their
father, Bill Carroll had to work.

These were trying times with the depression and then the outbreak of World War 2. Whilst in Helidon Rev.
Father Jim oversaw the largest Corpus Christi procession ever seen in the town with over 500 people attending
the parade in June 1938. He also requested to the council that the road be repaired from the main highway to
St Joseph’s as well as a street light to be placed outside the church. These requests were granted.

After three years of good works at Helidon Rev. Father Jim was transferred to Kingaroy as Parish Priest in
1941. A huge farewell celebration was held at the Helidon School of Arts building for him.

Kingaroy was a much larger parish, the town having a population of 2583 at this time. In Rev. Father Jim’s
time your local priest was almost one of the family and after performing weddings, christenings and funeral
etc