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Website : http://www.maitlandhistorical.org
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Lecture meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month from 5:30-7.00pm as a
forum for lectures, talks and presentations.
Committee meetings are held on the third Tuesday of even months from 5:30-7.00pm.
General meetings are held on the third Tuesday of odd months from 5:30-7.00pm.
Members are invited to attend all monthly meetings.

Meetings are held at the Society’s rooms, 3 Cathedral Street Maitland.

Membership fees : $25 (single) and $35 (double / family)

The rooms are open between 11 and 3 on Wednesdays and Saturdays.

Patron: Dr AC Archer AM
Current Office Bearers :

President : Kevin Short OAM  Vice President : Janece Mcdonald
Treasurer : Jennifer Buffier Secretary: Steve Bone

Bulletin Editor : Lisa Thomas Consultant Editor : Kevin Short OAM

Bulletin contributions are being sought. Please contact the Society via email

maitlandhistorical@gmail.com
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While every care is taken in the compilation and editing of the information contained in this bulletin, Maitland and District
Historical Society Inc. and its editors do not accept responsibility for the accuracy of this information
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Editor’s Notes: For this Bulletin Jennifer Buffier has written an important article on the
role played by Maitland in the development of the sport of speedway. Even people who
know something about Maitland’s contribution to speedway will learn something new
from Jennifer’s article. We begin this Bulletin, however, with two communications from
Jenny Aitchison, the Maitland MP and the Minister for Regional Transport and Roads.
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Jenny Aitchison MP Mgmber for Maitland

27 October 2023

Maitland & District Historical Society Inc
3 Cathedral Street
Maitland NSW 2320

Dear Mr Short,

NSW Members of Parliament have the opportunity to acknowledge exceptional service to our local
community in the form of Community Recognition Statements, which are tabled and then recorded
in the Hansard of the Legislative Assembly of the NSW Parliament.

On October 11* | recognised the dedicated members of the Maitland & District Historical Society
for their 45 years work in preserving and communicating the colonial history and culture of

Maitland and its surrounding communities.

Please find attached a copy of my Community Recognition Statement. You can also find this
Statement in the Hansard of NSW Parliament at www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/hansard.

Thank you for your positive contribution to our local community.

If 1 can be of any assistance with State matters in the future, please contact my office on 4933 1617
or by email maitiand@parliament.nsw.gov.au.

Yours sincerely,

.

The Hon. Jenny Aitchison MP

Member for Maitland

Minister for Regional Transport & Roads
EO Ref: BM

Office: 2/12 Elgin Street, Maitland NSW 2320 Phone: 02 4933 1617 Email: maitland@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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PARLIAMENT OF NEW SOUTH WALES
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

SECOND SESSION OF THE FIFTY-EIGHTH PARLIAMENT

COMMUNITY RECOGNITION STATEMENT

11 October 2023
MAITLAND AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Ms JENNY AITCHISON (Maitland—Minister for Regional Transport and Roads)— |
would like to recognise the dedicated members of the Maitland & District Historical
Society for their 45 years work in preserving and communicating the colonial history and
culture of Maitland and its surrounding communities.

Their dedicated members volunteer their time and skills to both undertake research on
topics requested by the public and fundraise for the maintenance of their collection and
ongoing research projects.

The Society holds speaker nights once a month, conducts regular historical walks, and
publishes a popular quarterly newsletter.

The newsletter contains a diverse array of articles that range from the impact of the 1955
flood on families, the history of the Cabbage Tree Hats, the conservation of The Maitland
Jewish Cemetery, and the life of bee keeping. just to name a few.

This work is vital to enhance our understanding of our community's culture, values and
of the development of Maitland.

| thank the historical society for their consistent and dedicated work to the community of
Maitland.
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Speedway Began Internationally at

Maitland Showground on 15 December 1923

By Jennifer Buffier

Maitland Speedway circa 1925 Source: Brian Darby’s Vintage Speedway website

Many motor-cycle speedway writers question whether Speedway began in
Maitland on Friday 15 December 1923. Yet many credit Maitland with this
badge of honour. The writers who negate it will quote many races that
occurred on various types of tracks such as board, grass or dirt track, in
various places both in Australia and overseas. It is acknowledged that there
were motorcycle races well before Maitland’s Speedway began. They
started directly after the motorcycles were coming out of the factories.
Many will quote the “Night Racing Carnival” held at Sydney Cricket ground
on 1 January 1901 where four competitors raced motor tricycles. Sydney
followed with other races on 11 November 1902 and 6 January 1903. In
Newcastle from as early as 1905 at various venues they held up to nine or
ten races a year. Yet, the main Australian motorcycle body - Motorcycling
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Australia credits, in their 2018 handbook on page 7, that motorcycle
speedway started at Maitland Showground.....

“In 1928, the Auto Cycle Council of Australia (ACCA) was formed to
represent the interests of motorcycle clubs and State associations at a
National level. The ACCA would eventually become Motorcycling Australia,
the representative body for motorcycle racing in Australia.

But organised motorcycle sport was established many years before the
ACCA. Speedway racing was the first form of motorcycle competition to be
organised as a professional sport. John Hoskins has been credited with
presenting Speedway to the world, when he conducted the first meetings
at the West Maitland Showgrounds (NSW) in 1923. His efforts laid the
foundation for future Australian successes in World Championships.”

In early 2023, at the Grand Prix in Finland, Maitland was again credited
with starting Speedway. In this collage is a copy of the 15 December 1923
Maitland Showground programme.

https://www.fimspeedway.com/100-years-of-speedway
Speedway Grand Prix, Finland Website. Maitland’s program featured.

In Maitland when our Speedway started, we had more regularity to our
races. We held ours on a regular basis - nearly every week. Maitland only
postponed for wet weather or not scheduling because of Public Holidays.
In Maitland the prize money was significant enough for a rider to live off
his winnings.
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Maitland’s race on the 15 December 1923 did not follow today’s rules.
They raced on the trotting track that had mostly grassed over through low
use. The lads used their street bikes, they didn’t have specialist racing
bikes. They had no protective gear. This was developed by the riders in
these early years. There were few rules and safety regulations. The sport
was in its infancy during these developing years. Maitland was the first to
offer sufficient prize money to the riders instead of trophies enabling a
good rider to live off his earnings and change his hobby into a profession at
the one venue.

Johnnie Hoskins (1892 — 1987)

Maitland’s speedway story really starts with the man Johnnie Hoskins, a
New Zealander, who accidently found his way to Maitland. Johnnie had
many jobs before coming to Maitland at the age of 30. But this job was to
change his life.

Quoting Johnnie’s book “Three times | had gone to Sydney with money and high

hopes. Three times Sydney was a heart break.”

“Ah well it’s back to the bush again,” | reflected. | walked bag in hand leisurely to the
busy central railway station, determined to take the first train out of Sydney.

| plonked down the whole of my money before an astonished clerk and said
nonchalantly, “Gimme a ticket.” as far as this lot will take me.”

“Strike me pink don’t you know where you wanta go?” he said with a very surprised and
questioning voice.
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“I don’t know and | don’t care so long as | get the hell out of Sydney.”

“What’s wrong with Sydney. She’s a bonzor City. But here you are. This will take you to
West Maitland and here’s two bob change.”

A “Sliding Doors” moment in Johnnie’s life and in the story of Speedway.

When Johnnie arrived in Maitland he looked to spend his last few bob on a
horse-drawn cab instructing him to take him to a hotel that was not too
expensive. While in the cab there was a shout from the pavement. Two
old friends from Darwin hailed him down. They jumped into the cab.
Johnnie told them his story. The friends fixed up Johnnie’s cab and
arranged a hotel. All three went to the hotel’s bar and there they met up
with Tim Healy of the “Newcastle Sun” and Tom Ryan of the “Herald”. A
plot was developed by these two regarding the current Secretary of the
Hunter River Agricultural and Horticultural Society and Johnnie got caught
up in it. The current Secretary quit on the spot and then Johnnie got his
job. The show committee needed an organizer, a secretary, a press agent
all in one, and Johnnie fitted the bill.

Johnnie was appointed Secretary of West Maitland Agricultural Society in
1922. Membership of the organisation had dwindled to about 300
members. Johnnie’s job was to revive it.

He tried all manner of attractions such as boxing shows, rodeos and
cycling, but nothing seemed to appeal to the public to bring back the
numbers. The Maitland Council was connected to electric power in 1922.
Businesses and the rich were the first to be connected. Poles and wires
had to be installed for all the connections. The showground became
connected to “the electric” in February 1922. From this point Johnnie was
quick to promote this new utility. Many would have to wait some time for
the power to make its way into their homes. As it was a novelty to the
many, Johnnie utilised this in his promotions of the showground activities.
He advertised all the events as being under electric light.

But still the membership to the Agricultural Society failed to grow in any
significant way.

He bought a motor bike himself and he proposed motor-cycle sports at the
showground. The idea was turned down flat by the Committee. But he
persevered.
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As a last chance, he risked his job by getting seven of the lads and their
bikes to meet for a spin one Sunday morning. On this Sabbath all was calm
and peaceful. Church bells were calling the faithful to worship, when
suddenly the serenity of the scene was shattered as these twenty
motorcycles roared down the main street of Maitland. They headed to the
sacred Show Ground trotting track. They did not know the hullabaloo they
were causing. The noise brought Committee men out of their beds “intent
on scalping or hanging, or at least prosecuting, the whole lot of them”.
Soon a crowd assembled and the Committee looked on in amazement at
the scene. Seeing the crowd that had assembled, the Committee realised
that there was money in this and finally gave Johnnie his opportunity.

This is the only time Johnnie raced with the lads on his pre-First World War
belt-driven Triumph. A rider named Bill Crampton came past Johnnie so
fast and dangerously close on a Norton scaring him. Johnnie vowed to
never again race with them.

On Saturday 17 November 1923 an Electric Light Carnival at Maitland show
ground trialled an exhibition of motor cyclists from Newcastle.

Quoting Johnnie “And so, a tryout was held. Ordinary touring machines —
some of them with lamps on - were brought to the track. The riders merely
rolled up their sleeves, spat on their hands, and sallied forth with their
ordinary dungaree outfits — there were no leather suits or crash helmets in
those days.”

Hoskins decided then, that dirt track racing should form one of the features
of his next show. Johnnie’s idea was not new. There had been motorcycle
racing in some form from the day bikes first left the factory, but racing on
small cinder tracks was indeed a novelty, and under the new electric
lighting installed at the show ground, it was pioneering for Maitland.

The race was a charity event to raise money for the local orphanages.
Proceeds went to the Morpeth Boys’ Home and Campbell’s Hill
Orphanage. No officials, attendants or fees of any kind were paid. The
event was held under electric light as power had been connected to the
showground in February of the same year. Motorcycle events were the
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star of the program that night, but they shared the spotlight with other
events.

In the following advertisement you can see the various events advertised
for the 15 December 1923, but the advertisement following the
programme for the 22 December has only motor cycling and cycling
events. Johnnie or the show committee must have been confident that
the bike racing would take off because at the bottom of the second
advertisement they are advertising the next carnival for January 5"
allowing for a break for the Christmas/ New Year holiday period.

HEILRFPFP
ORPHANAGES AND AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATION.

Sensational Momr Gycle and Cycle Racmg

ENTRIES CLOSI T0-DAY)
MAITLAND SHOW GROUND NEXT SATURDAY NIGHT, lSlh DEC.

; ——ALSO —— togd

Tlm’l‘TlN(l—P 100, ‘uyln und Conformation, Hnrm: nn hottoy rncor«lulmn 3
minutes, 3,46, and hettor than 2,40, (hreo lnps.; £06 enith rnco
ENTRIES OLOST NEXT WEDNESDAY, ¢

ARITHMETIC RACE ON HORSRE, Lady (o add sum, 10/-.

WRRESTLING ON HORSEDACK, 10/-,

GOAT AND CARI' RACH, £1, unnnnd G/ from prizo,

LAST APPRARANCE OF.'TOM IIANLEY'S FAMOUS RUCKING IIORSES.
BULLOCKS und DONKEYS, rkhhm by Australin's Grealest Imrnmm,
Ianley, Walr, und MePhlo, nr WONDR ll PONY rmnv WILL
LRTHRERR FOR TR DOYS .

\DMIQRION 1/6, CHILURBEN d; GQRANDSTAND 1/-, cmrnnr'N o,
Momhmn presenting 1024 Bodges Free,
0321 JOIIN 8, IIO‘HCINS Wrn(my 7

Sensatmnal Cycling ani Momr Gycle Hacmg.

| MAITLAND SHOWGROUND, BACK SATURDAY NIGHT DEC. ‘22.
IMPORTED AMERICAN CHAMPIONS,

SEE JEAN JA!:GER (USA,), v
YOUNQ FRENCIT (‘)u\’\”’lﬂ\' COMPETING AGAINST AUSTRALIA'S nmsr

E “JUMBO" WELLS (N.Z.), sefa
OIAMPION OF N7 AND AUSTRALIA, &)

SEE JERRY 'HALPIN (N.S.W.),
Al'QTnALIAB LAST OLYMPIC GAMBES RRE PRPSP NTATIVE,
" Blﬂ AMAPRUR AND PROP, CYCLE RACES. THRILLING MOTOR OY(‘LFJ
RAORS, lNTF‘IIFBI‘N(l NOVELTY REVENTR,  OVER 40 BVANTS.
ANMPBELL & DU FROOQ (Sydney), . Fromoters,

W DAW]‘ Mnnnger R
ARNIVAL. JANUARY 17067

Source: Trove, The Maitland Daily Mercury 8 December 1923, page 2

The 15 December 1923 Programme was large, running late into the night.
Johnnie had attracted every well-known name in the State of New South
Wales. The riders had heard Maitland was to pay real money instead of
trophies. They also charged no entry fee.
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The Kurri Kurri Band was in attendance. It was the last appearance of Tom
Hanley’s buckjumpers. Billy cart races and wrestling on horseback also
featured. Then came the sporting events; the 100-yard race, the high jump
and the pole vaulting. This was followed by two trotting events all before
the bikes hit the same track.

A Didn't the ladies dress well at the first speedway meeting
West Maitland Showground? :

Source: Speedway Walkabout by Johnnie Hoskins

Then the moment many were waiting for — 4 heats of motorcycle racing.
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The starter, big Jim Cameron, rammed a charge of powder and a wad of
paper into his huge muzzle-loading starting gun. It was a two-mile
handicap of six riders, all tensed up and impatient to start.

J. C, CAMERON,

The Father of Dirt Track Speed-
way Racing.

It is retold that Jim Cameron made the following announcement before
firing the starting gun. “Ladies and gentleman, this is the beginning of
Speedway, motor bike racing under lights.”

“BANG” went the gun, and they were off. When they got to the first bend,
they were nearly all off. The inside footrests dug into the green turf and
over went the riders. The crowds gasped. But the riders remounted and
carried on.

In this inaugural race the track was grassed over, and the riders were not
allowed to take their foot or feet from the footrest. The footrests on most
models were two feet by four inch boards, like miniature car running
boards of the period. This was a rule that was later to change.
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In the first heat was Charlie Datson, William (Bill) Crampton, H Phillips, B
Russell, W Cogan and S Pinfold. Heat 1 was over two miles. The placings
were 1% Bill Crampton on a 3 % HP Norton by 10 seconds, 2™ Charlie
Datson on a Harley 7/9 HP by 45 seconds, and 3" S Pinfold on a 2 % HP
Douglas.

Heat 2 was P Webb (7/9 H D), A Schaeffer (8 J.A.P.), G Hughes (7/9 H D), W
Brown (8 Indian) and P Wells (7/9 H D).

Heat 3 was L Peterson (6 Douglas), F Harwood (7/9 Indian), W Bell (7/9
E.X.), M Spohr (7/9 H D) and L Upfold (3 % Norton).

The 4™ heat was W Thomas (10 H.D.), J Phillips (10 H.D.), H Slade (7/9
H.D.), Allan Roper (3 % Douglas) and W Hammond (2 % Douglas).
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“At the end of the meeting riders wheeled their mounts, if they were still wheelable, to
the shelter of the cattle pens and horse boxes, too exhausted to care.

There were no casualties. We had no Doctor there anyway. We had no insurance, we
paid no Officials, attendants, rent, or fees of any kind.

We never even had a safety fence, apart from a top rail and a couple of strands of plain
wire underneath.

We paid no travelling expenses to riders. If they asked for anything so unreasonable
their names were scratched off the list.

This was a Promotor’s Paradise .... We made money. We tried again next week and
every week through the summer.” Johnnie Hoskins, Speedway Walkabout

BILL CRAMPTON

Winner of the first Heat, Bill Crampton
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ELECTRIC LIGHT SPORTS

SUCCESSFUL GATHERING,
MOTOR CYOLR RACINQ.

The weather conditlons on Satur-
dey were such 2% to mauke outJoor
amuiement fn the evening the mest
desirable. The day wWus an oppresaive
ome, the thermomelor reacking ita
highest mark of the gowson, and
people were glnd to gel out =t night.
Copsequently it wus not surprising Lo
find & lorge sttemdance st the clee:
trie Jight sports on the Show Uround,
Theso were promoled by the Hunter
River Agriceitura) and Horticultura)

Asioclution and the procceds ure (of

be “Bjually divided amongst that
body, the Morpeth Boys' Howme, and
the Crmpbdell's Hill Orphanage.

The programme was an excellent
ono, the only fanlt befug that 14 wos
ico long. Thers wus some delny in
sturting, aad it was after 11,20 be-
fore the sporis concluded, 'This wos
due chiefty (o the length of the pro-

gramme. The eoventa were carrled |2

through without delay. The Kurri
Kurrl Bapd undédr Bandmaste, R,
‘ODI provided music during Lha even-
ng. '

For the first time motor eycle rao-
Ing was Iotroduced fnto the pro-
gramme and the lnmovailoa proved
most successful.’ In an  exhibition
ride ot the lusl sports several riders
Enva the treck a good test and they
then expressed (hemselven satiified
with 1t. They alwo wtated thnat M
wan Betier than soveral olhier tracks
thal have Yeen wsod for this kind of
sport on & number of oceasions. 'The
manner in which Ssaturday night's
ovenis passed off showed that the
Show Ground Is safe for molor cyclo
racing and the times registored wers
excelient, There wore two handicaps
and thess, with the hoats and finsls,
provided wleven races. The entry
wna n good ono, The sport was ia.
teresting and cortainly thrilling, thls
boing evidenced from tho fuct that
oSt of the spectulors remalnad -3t
the falsh, deapite the Tatoness of
the hour. The riders Laedled tuefr
machioon skillully, Thore mss every
indleation of Lhe sport Lecoming st
ropolse wad will Ve Jooked forward
0 by many in fulure programnes
The evenls were contrulled by offclal
af the Hamilton Motor CQCycle Club
and they discharged (helr dJutles
eapably, Owing to the kot snd dey
weather - exporionced of late, the
track was watered und this kKept the
dust down 4 good deal.

The eyclivg and athietle avonts
alyo provided Kkeeu nnd Ioteresting
sporl. Tho aslhletes performod weoll
undey the sleotric Mght, The Nofahos
In -the Dbleyels handicsyr wore
meat exolting, nll lming very oloun
and reflacting eredit on the handi-
cappér. "The Malllsnd Distriet Bi.

1o Clud had churge of the cycling
m the Maftiund Amatesr Athletic
Club of the sthletic eveots, Officivls
of the Hunter Miver Agricultural a vl
dorusuiturat Assoelution controll
the horse events. The Government
reatrictions on trotting has bad the
effont of coasiderably reducing tbhe
flelda,

The cyeling stewarnls held loquir-
des (nlo two falls thar cccurred, ‘T
Guest was censured for crossing In
covnestion with the fall of B, Nealo
fo the Oaal of 4o threo-quariers of &
mile hasdleap. ‘C.  Norris fell
after the Nnisk of the nine lups race,
but the stewards, aflor enquliry, de-
elded not to take any nction, There
were Lwo hudnor mishups (n the motor
races. L. Upfold Injured hia ankle
in the third heal of the dwo miles
race and {n Lhe third heat of the four
mileg, Teea €. Datson fell whilo
taking ono of 1ke turna gl & bigh
rate of speed Lul escaped lojury.

Phe ovemts resulted ms follow:—

BILLY CART RACE.--C. Mosman's
Swest Anny, 1: H. Carey's 8i1, 2.

THREADRING THIE NEELLE
RACB. -G, Haln, §; R. Comerford,

190 YANDS HANDICAP (Mait-
land Amatour Athletic Club).--First
hent: W, Sulliveu, 8yds, 1; B, Jen-
sen, Gyda, 2; A, Wood, 1yd, 3. Won
Ly wo ysrds, Second heal: A,
Rubertson, 3% yds, §; H. Glbeon,

yds, 2; H. Parker, 3yds, 8. Won by
halt a yurd. Finul: W. Sallivan, 1
E. Jomsen, 2; M. Gibeon, 3, Won by

& rard,

HIOH JUMP.-=C. H{ughes (&), 60u),
G‘n. 8in., 1; H. Parker (al, 3iz), 6ft.
Tin, ¥

POLE VIULT.—C, Hugles (a) 1fL
4in), 1014 4in., 1; M. Finney (ul. ift,
din.), BIL 10im, 2.

TROTTING (Judged on paco, style
ung conformation, for borses with no
bettor record thaw 3 minutes).—8,
Sinde’s Sherlock Holmes, 1:; G,
Porrau™ Funey Maln, 2; T. Duncan's
Miga Corbine also started.

TROT (for horses with botler re-
cord than IJmin, 40secs).—George
Lawler's First Murble, 1; Juck Jisn-
lon's Homelefgh Girl, 2. B. Edge'n
Bast Maltland niso started.

BICYCLE RACE, throsguurters of
g mile~—PFirst heal: G. Hamliton,
100yds, 1; A, McKellar, 00yds. 2; J.
Walker, T0yds, ¥, Won by & length,
I whee] belween second and Chivd,
Tisve, 1min, 29¢ccd, Sccond beat: L.
Moronoy, 05yds, 13 A, Glibert, &0
ydy, 2: . Ofbson, 20yds, 3. Won by
% longidy tho wame hétween mncond
ond dbhird, Time, 1min, 40sces.
Third heat: T, Guest, 140yds, t; J,
Jamica, 120yds, 2;' B. Nealo, $S0yds,
3. Won by bult & longth, with Sye
other riders within two yurds of the
winanor, Time, Llmin, 4255803
Pinal: GiNert, 1; Walker, 2; Hamll-
ton, 3. Moroney, In u zood position,
fell Im tho los fap. Tha Hoish wee
close, Time, Jmin, 3Ssecw,

LAY RACE; nine lapi—'s Glbson,

‘J; ©. Norris, 2; W, Penman, I; P.
Haud, 4, Lap prizes wers won by
<. Puliford, J. Walker, A. Gilbert
{twoj), P. Baus (three), and C. Nor-

ed Fis. Woo Ly a fool,” the zame bo-

tweon Second and thirnd,  Time, Smin.
:1..«. The fuoar placed ridera ate
MOTOR CYCLE RACE; 2 miles—
Flirst hest: W. Crampton (33 Nor-
fon), 108ecd, 1; C. Datson (7/9 H.D,)
scratoh, 2; 8. Mufold (2% Douglas),
45s0es, 8. [lve warted. Won Dby
4 lengthe, Time, Smin, 37secs. Sec-
ond heat: P, Wobb (7/9 $H.D.), scr,
1; A, Schacfer (§ J.AF.), 10secco, 2;
P, Wells (7/9 H.D.), 2Gsacs, 2. Only
ntarters. Won by & quarfer of & Isp,
Time, Imin, Third fioat: W, Bel?
(7/9 B.X.), 20 seca, 1; L. Poterson
{6 Douglas), Gsecs, 2, Four started,
P, Hurwoud streck a post, Won by
half a lep. Time,. Smin, 17 L-Osocs.
Mourth beat: W, Thomas (10 H.D.),
Geocw, 1: J. Phillips (10 H.D.), 14
ey, 2; W. Hammond (2% Douglaes),
J0secs, 3, Only startors. Wou Ly
1130 yards. Tiwe, 3min. 30sccs, Firth
huwt: D, Dunlop (2% Dougles), 26
suce, L; T Sharp (4/56 H.D,), 10 sess,
4; 7. Hommerston (8 Indlan), 16

wocH, 3. Oaly starters, ‘Wonm by 120

1yords, Thme, 3min, 28seen. Fioal:
JBal), 1; Crampton, #; Dunlop, 3.
Time, Jmwle, Ycocs . Bell's

8 been lu use 9 yours acd be fa
cné of the oldest riders (o ¢he” Newve
castle Jistrict,

MOTOR CYCLE RACE; four
miles—First heat: 7. Sharp (4/6
H.D.), 1; P. Webb (7/% H\D.), 2; T.
Nammerion (8 .indian), 3. Only
eturiers,. Won savily, Time, tmis.
37seca, Becond heal: L. Petorson (6
FDougias), 1; P, Wells (7/% 4.D.), 2;
A, Schaefer (8 J.AP), 8. Only
startork.  Wown esslly., Time, Cmle.
44 TSwess.  Third weat: W, Baell
(T/8 RX), 31; D. Dunlop (3%
Douglas), 2, "Five starters. Won by
a lap.  Time, €uiln, 28sece, Fourth
heat: 8 Pinfol) (3% Douglos), 1;
W. Crsmplon (33 Nortom), 2; W,
Cogan (33 Douglas), 3, Only star-
ters, Piofold woa by more than a
Iap. "Mme, Cmin, 20secy, Final:
Piafold, ¥; Peterson, 2; Cramplon, 3.
e, Gmin, 21 2-Osecs. Ponfoll's -
performance on the Douglas was o
Touture of the ovening. Mo set 2
kTeat pece atd was nevoer headod. :
b g e o

FRACTURED SPINE.

DEATH FOLLOWD MOTOR
: ACCIDENT,

\

Whils De. 1), O’'Hars and his wifo of
Parcwldino (Q.) were ng' along
the Avamna rosd & 4o camo off one
of the alieels. Tho csr skidded asd
turngd over on ity side.

The doctor escaped, bet bis wifa {m

o lift the oar, aad
ths

ned uniier the wind soreen,
retsoved to
O'Hara was  found,

howeover, Lo luve frovbured &
wid sho died o fow .;wu::tbwr. vire,

Source: Trove, The Maitland Daily Mercury Monday 17 December 1923.
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The Mercury reported in the following week that the night was a big
success although there were complaints of it running too late into the
night. The bikes never had to share the programme again with other
events eliminating this late night problem.

The Monday following the inaugural race the Maitland Daily Mercury also
contained the following article. The Douglas Cycle was quick to take
advantage of the event.

lercury (NSW : 1894 -1939) / Mon 17 Dec 1923 |/ Paged

The Donglns Mutur Cycle. |

The Douglas molor ecyecle has al-
ready. scored o number of pBuccesseH
in- various - competitions for  speed;
durability, nnd . reliability. = This
record was. further added to at. the
aports held on the Maltlangd ', Show.
Ground on  Saturday nlght, 8, Pin-
rold, on o 29 Douglad, won: tho. four
mitea Handiecap by 4 big thargih, and
also secured the fastest .time: for tho:
vaeo, - Mre,. W, I, Ifirth is the. . looal
agent for the Duu;;ins, Wh!ch cn.n be
hnught I}['l easy COTMYS ) i it oo

Source: Trove, The Maitland Daily Mercury Monday 17 December 1923

The motor-cycle racing proved popular and continued almost weekly into
April 1924, never having to share the program. They did not race in the
Christmas period or in wet weather.

Johnnie only stayed in Maitland for two seasons before his entrepreneurial
nature led him further afield. By means of these exhibitions of speed,
Maitland Agricultural Society was once more on the map after Johnnie’s
three years as Secretary the membership had grown from 300 to 1300.
Maitland changed Johnnie’s life. He not only started his speedway
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promotor career, he met his wife Audrey, they married at St Pauls Anglican
Church. Two children soon followed.

Johnnie first moved to Newcastle and took over Newcastle Speedway.
There he held a World Championship putting up £750, an unheard of
amount in the Twenties. The World Championship was an enormous
success attracting huge crowds. Later he went to Sydney taking his
Speedway show to Sydney’s Royal Showground. A very wet Sydney
summer nearly sent Hoskins broke, so he took the show on the road to
Perth, where one good season made him wealthy again. He and his riders
decided to take the show to England, as the word had spread about this
exciting sport. On 14 April 1928, Johnnie Hoskins, thirteen Australian riders
and their motorcycles sailed from Perth on the passenger ship, Oronsay, to
introduce Speedway solo motorcycle racing to England.

The first meetings in England were at the Crystal Palace at Easter. In
Australia they had called it Speedway in England they called it “Dirt Track
Racing”. The first race in England was in the rain and the Australian riders
did not do well. In Australia we had cancelled our events when it rained.
The palace riders had delivered a severe blow to the Australian rider’s
pride. In England, if you didn’t race in the rain then you didn’t race.

Johnnie went on to manage Wembley Speedway and assisted in the
formulation of the rules used by the Auto Cycle Union in England. He
remained involved in the sport for the rest of his life. He died in England in
April 1987 at Kent. He is buried at St Mary the Virgin Churchyard, Reculver,
City of Canterbury. Kent, together with his wife Audrey.

The Developments in Speedway at Maitland.

Maitland’s Speedway began in 1923, before the formation of the Auto
Cycle Council of Australia (ACCA), which was formed in 1928. This
organisation became Motorcycling Australia (MA). This is the
representative body for motorcycle racing in Australia today. Maitland’s

early involvement helped develop the rules of the sport. In the inaugural
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race, on the 15 December 1923, the riders were not allowed to put their
left foot on the ground - they rode with both feet on the footrests. This
made it impossible for the riders to broadside their bikes around corners.
This soon changed.

At Maitland, the riders quickly developed various forms of foot protection.

-

A home-made steel shoe

A home-made steel shoe was developed that fitted onto the sole of the
left boot, looping over the top of the shoe. Some riders who worked at the
BHP would use the worn-out coal shovels to fashion the protection on the
left boot.

A\ coal shovel
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Being a relatively new sport, it began with no protective helmets, gloves,
or goggles, and the riders wore dungarees. This later changed to leather

suits and various forms of crash helmets.

Leather helmet

In February 1925 the first serious accident occurred when a young rider,
George Kirkwood, damaged his leg when he ran into a post. His leg was
later amputated. In these initial races the perimeter fence provided a
barrier only between the spectators and riders, it was not protective. It
was a post with a top wooden rail, with two strands of wire underneath

the top rail.

Figure 41, The Hunter River Agricultural Association Show, West Maitland, “General View of the
Machinery Section’. (Source: The Sydney Mail, 2 May 1906, p.1154)

This picture shows the original fence style at the first season races.
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As a result of George Kirkwood’s and Jack McLean’s accidents, the fence
was changed to replace the wire strands with wooden rails, resulting in a
fence with three horizontal boards.

A picture of the track during the 1935 Maitland Centenary Celebrations. Note the location of the

spectators. The three-rail fence still offers little protection to the spectators. From Maitland & District Historical
Society Inc Collection.

In later years the gaps between these three rails were filled in, to create a
solid fence.

2 7'_{, - -~ ° -';a"‘" & <o, - 7%.“‘“_": ye
Ern Adlam (inzide) on 3 Norton and Keith Ratten {outside) on 3 LAP 2-80 3t Maitiand Speedway ¢.1952

From Maitland & District Historical Society Inc Collection.
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The initial race in December was held on a cinder trotting track that had
grassed over. It was not until about half-way through the first season that
the riders had worn the grass away. Big Jim Cameron recognised that this
track was not suitable for bike racing. Before the first season started, he
convinced the committee to allocate funds to install a new cinder track.
This was installed between the first and second season in 1924. The track
was also widened.

The first machines were road bikes, just what the rider happened to own at
the time. Johnnie Hoskins describes the bikes — "They were ridden in off
the street, lamps, mudguards and anything else removable was removed
and off they went. The first lesson in development of a special machine
came quickly. Early bikes had footboards. Racing around the left-hand turn,
the left footboard dug in and tipped the rider off. Left footboards were torn
off and thrown away forever.” The Americans showed the Aussie how to
“broadside” or do the “American Skid”

There was no insurance in the early days. To quote Johnnie Hoskins “There
wasn't a company that would handle the proposition. The track was known
locally as "Lunatics Paradise", and the pioneer boys were certainly a wild,
dare-devil crew.”

Instead of insurance the new Speedway would run benefit shows where
part of the proceeds supported the injured riders. In the case of George
Kirkwood, who had his leg amputated, the community also became
involved and raised over £203 through euchre party and dances.

Conclusions

Nigel Bird wrote “The carnivals staged at the ground played a pivotal role in
the evolution of speedway in Australia. Riders had some continuity of
racing at one track, something which had never occurred in Australia
previously. In the period from 15 December 1923 to 26 April 1924,
motorcycles raced on 15 occasions on the Maitland Showground.”

Maitland, through Johnnie Hoskins efforts, was the first to have regular dirt
track races on the same track, which offered riders prize money, allowing
riders to become professional riders. Other races came before Maitland,
but they never continued into regular race meetings. Johnnie was the
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catalyst in the development of Motorcycle Speedway, taking it to the
world stage.

MA]TLAND SPEEDWAY

o 12 1923 to 29.3. 1952

IT IS'WIDELY ACCEPTE.D HAT MODERN MOTORCYCLE SPEEDWAY RACING IN AUSTRAUA
BEGAN ON THE:MAITLAND SHOWGROUND, WITH THE FIRST, RACING HELD UNDER "
ELECTRIC LIGHTS ON/DECEMBER. 15™,1923 " THE MEETING WAS STAGED BY. THE THEN
SECRETARY.OF THE HUNTF_R RIVER'AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION.

L MRUJOHN S, HOSKINS. . Yoo
THE Fou_owm(; MEE" rm(.s IN'THAT INAUGURAL 1923 24 SEASON WERE PROMOTED. BY
MESSRS. CAMPBELL/AND'DU FROCQ OF’ SYDNEY,.:UNDER'THE DIRECTION OF"
MR BILL DART:- THE FIRST. RACES WERE HELD ON’A'GRASS TRACK BUT IN 1924,

A TRADITIONAL:DIRT; TRACK WAS' CAID ' AND . THE EXISTING TROTTING TRACK FOLLOWS
ALMOST EXACTLY. THE'SAMELINE-AS THE ORIGINAL SPEEDWAY. ' RACING FOR SOLO' AND
HIDE.(. AR'MOTORCYCLES AND IN! LATER YEARS, SPEEDCARS; CONTINULD AT THE MA]TLAND,
: SHOWGROUND UNTIE THE END!OF;THE? 1951252 SEASON: - %

DURING IS LONG SPEEDWAY/ HISTORYATHE. SHOWGROUND FEATURED sucw GREAT RIDERS
‘ASTTAUSTRALIAN WORLD (‘HAMPIOVS LIONEL\VAN'PRAAG AND ARTHUR “BLUEY> wu,ston,,
BILLY: CAMONT:: ERNIE! BUCK:: BILLY.CONOULTY/ AND; BILL: MELLUISH 'AND SIDECAR CHAMPIONS

= JIM'DAVIES; CHARLES "CHOOK3>- HODGEKISS' AND PET ER!SPEERINSTHIS PLAQUE WAS ERECTED
“ BY THE VETERAN SPEEDWAY. RIDERS ASSOCIAT(ON OF AUSTRAL!A & THE' VINTAGE SPEEDCAR
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Books etc

2018 Manual of Motorcycle Sport

Speedway Walkabout by Johnnie Hoskins

Roarin’ Round the Speedways by Johnnie S Hoskins
The Maitland Daily Mercury on Trove, various dates
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