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Can Assist are holding a fundraising 
event at Cli昀琀onwood on Saturday 30 
September—yes it is the long week-
end! 

It has been suggested that the society 
have a stall—to sell books—new and 
pre-loved, provide a photographic 
display, to seek new members and 
raise the pro昀椀le of the society. The 
An琀椀que Farm Machinery Club are 
very much part of the day and are 
currently assis琀椀ng us at the museum. 
It would be bene昀椀cial to support the 
club as well as Can Assist. 

The event runs from 9am to 3pm and 
we need volunteers to do two or 
three hour shi昀琀s throughout the day. 
It will be appreciated if you could as-
sist. Please send an  email to in-
fo@yasshistory.org.au or phone Cher-
yl on 0413 312 081 before 10 Septem-
ber. 

Our society values the support of 

Gree琀椀ngs, 

We have embarked on what could best 
be described as the most important and 
exci琀椀ng phase that our society has un-
dertaken since it was formed in 1961. 

With con昀椀rma琀椀on that space at the 
courthouse and extension of our tenancy 
at the former ambulance sta琀椀on are not 
possible and the August mee琀椀ng’s deci-
sion to move the archives to the muse-
um this will bring all our func琀椀ons under 
one roof. Reduced overheads in main-
taining two premises are 昀椀nancially im-
portant but equally there will be a bene-
昀椀t to all our volunteers with greater in-
terac琀椀on between archive and museum 
volunteers and both opera琀椀ons being 
available to the public several days each 
week.  

Sugges琀椀ons on how we might change 
aspects of the society have been noted 
and they will be considered as we dra昀琀 a 
new cons琀椀tu琀椀on and restructured com-
mi琀琀ee for considera琀椀on at the AGM in 
December. These changes and an in-
creased online presence bring  opportu-
ni琀椀es for all our members to par琀椀cipate 
in. We are in the best possible posi琀椀on 
to reinvent the role of the society not 
just within our local community but fur-
ther a昀椀eld. 

We have evaluated the various quotes 
from tradesmen, drawn up a budget, 
par琀椀cipated in two online informa琀椀on 
sessions on the Premier's Department 
grants scheme and submi琀琀ed our appli-
ca琀椀on for the $60,000 grant promised 
during the March elec琀椀on campaign. We 
hope to know the outcome within the 
next month. There will also be refurbish-
ment expenses involved in reloca琀椀ng the 
collec琀椀on (including a removalist) and it 
was suggested that the commi琀琀ee ap-
proach Yass Rotary. A proposal has been 
sent for the club’s considera琀椀on. 

Other grants that we are awai琀椀ng to 
hear the outcome of are the Community 
Heritage Grant for the signi昀椀cance as-
sessment of the archival collec琀椀on and 
an expression of Interest for a Volun-
teers Grant for o昀케ce furniture and 
equipment at the invita琀椀on of Federal 
Member Kristy McBain.  

Australian Government 
Department of Industry, Science, 
Energy and Resources. 

Stall @ Cliftonwood 

Special  Points of  

Interest 

 Saturday 30 September 

YDHS stall @ Cli昀琀onwood 

 Monday 9 October 

Monthly Mee琀椀ng 

Uni琀椀ng Church Hall 2pm 

Speaker Dr Cameron 
Archer on  Cavan area. 

 Monday 6 November 

Monthly mee琀椀ng 

Uni琀椀ng Church Hall 2pm 

Speaker to be advised 

 Monday 4 December 

Annual General Mee琀椀ng 

Uni琀椀ng Church Hall 2pm 

Speaker to be advised 

Our local member Wendy Tuckerman 
visited us on Wednesday 9 August  to 
catch up on the latest developments and 
progress that we have made in reloca琀椀ng 
the archival collec琀椀on. Her comments on 
u琀椀lising our own building were encourag-
ing and she will keep us informed of any 
funding opportuni琀椀es that may assist us. 

A number of members a琀琀ended the 
Centenary of Legacy commemora琀椀on 
at the Soldiers Memorial Hall last Fri-
day. While it was founded in 1923 to 
assist the widows and children of de-
ceased service personnel of the Great 
War it is con琀椀nuing  to pay a vital role 
in the lives of those a昀昀ected by loss. 

On behalf of the commi琀琀ee I thank all 
members who have made dona琀椀ons to 
the society. It is greatly appreciated as 
it will assist us in 昀椀nancing what must 
be done in the coming months. 

I hope to see you at our next 
mee琀椀ng—Monday 9 October at 2pm 

 Cheryl Mongan  

President 
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Wreaths placed during the Legacy 

Commemoration last Friday.  
                                                  [Cheryl Mongan]  

Annual General Meeting          Constitution, structure & name  

The Society’s current cons琀椀tu琀椀on was adopt-
ed in 2016.  Changes to the Associa琀椀ons In-
corpora琀椀on Act 2009 and Associa琀椀ons Incor-
pora琀椀on Regula琀椀on 2022 mean that the Soci-
ety’s exis琀椀ng Cons琀椀tu琀椀on does not fully com-
ply with regulatory standards in areas such as 
the Commi琀琀ee size and structure, for exam-
ple, while recent changes in the Society’s cir-
cumstances have prompted ques琀椀ons on 
other ma琀琀ers such as the custody of the col-
lec琀椀on being passed to the Yass Valley Coun-
cil should the Society fail.   
 

Recent feedback from members on the cur-
rent Collec琀椀ons Policy, accommoda琀椀on op-
琀椀ons and future focus has reinforced issues 
raised in the Society’s 2021 Strategic Plan.   
 

A more modern, less ‘conserva琀椀ve’ and more 
‘professional’ approach, along with communi-
ty collabora琀椀on and op琀椀mising our members’ 
skills and interests would also be issues to 
highlight in a revised cons琀椀tu琀椀on.   
 

The combining of the archives and a smaller, 
more focussed museum func琀椀on in one space 
will also enable some posi琀椀ve changes in our 
work that could be be琀琀er re昀氀ected in the 
‘Vision’ or ‘Objec琀椀ves’ of the Society as cur-
rently set out in the Cons琀椀tu琀椀on.   
 

A change in name of the Society may also be 
worth considering, to be琀琀er re昀氀ect a revised 
focus and to promote the research value of 
the Society’s holding, for example. 
 

A copy of the current Cons琀椀tu琀椀on is being 
reviewed for its compliance with the regula-
tory standards, input received from members 
to date and our change in circumstances and 
will be circulated to members for input in the 
near future.                                      Tanya Cullen 

Plaque to commemorate the cen-

tenary of Legacy will be placed 

on a pillar in front of the sol-

diers memorial hall 
                                                         [Cheryl Mongan] 

Collections Policy 

With so many things on the boil, the Com-
mi琀琀ee believes that the Annual General 
mee琀椀ng should be moved to December this 
year, rather than its usual 琀椀me of October. A 
number of reasons were considered in rela-
琀椀on to moving the mee琀椀ng date:  
 

Individual Commi琀琀ee members are currently     
and will be absent right up to the 
mee琀椀ng date. As such, the exis琀椀ng 
Commi琀琀ee is not best-placed to report 
on the past year and hand over to a 
new Commi琀琀ee.  

Key ac琀椀ons in rela琀椀on to the move (such as 
昀椀nalising the State Government grant, a 
sale of de-accessioned museum items, 
and star琀椀ng building works at the Mu-
seum) are scheduled or are likely to 
take place in October and November.  
The upheaval of this year has also meant 
that relevant role descrip琀椀ons are not 
yet complete, although work on them 
has started.  

A revised Cons琀椀tu琀椀on and commi琀琀ee struc-
ture are required to both take into ac-
count members’ recent feedback and to 
bring the Society into line with the rele-
vant Incorpora琀椀ons law from 2022 is not 
yet complete or had member input.  
 

The Commi琀琀ee feels that an addi琀椀onal peri-
od of 琀椀me would enable many of these fac-
tors to be signi昀椀cantly progressed or re-
solved (with member input as relevant), such 
that a new Commi琀琀ee would not be 
‘thrown’ into the posi琀椀on of having to inher-
it key decisions without the necessary de-
tailed background.   
 

The relevant NSW Regula琀椀on requires an 
AGM to be held within six months of the end 
of the Associa琀椀on’s 昀椀nancial year, which is 
31 August for the Society.  A move of the 
mee琀椀ng to December is consistent with this 
requirement. The new date for the AGM is 
therefore to be Monday 4 December with 
formal no琀椀ce to be given in due course.  
                                                        Tanya Cullen 

The wool press will be loaned to the 

Antique farm Machinery Club until it 

is required for display  purposes.   
                                             [Tony MacQuillan 

Membership Subscriptions   

Members are reminded that subscrip琀椀ons 
were due on 1 September. There has been a 
modest increase of $5.00 across the mem-
bership categories—not even the price of a 
cup of co昀昀ee these days! 

 

 Please note the following. Members will be 
communicated with wherever possible by 
email and receive digital copies of news-
le琀琀ers and Boongaroon. If you require a hard 
copy of Boongaroon mailed twice yearly 
please add a further $10 to your subscrip琀椀on. 
We have also added a space for dona琀椀ons if 
you wish to bolster our bank balance—even 
small amounts help to cover our overheads. 

Members will recall that a dra昀琀 of our re-
vised Collec琀椀ons policy was circulated earlier 
in the year.  Members’ input has been con-
sidered and incorporated into a new version 
of the policy which is being circulated with 
this Newsle琀琀er. The Commi琀琀ee has not for-
mally considered the revised policy, but is 
intending to list it for discussion and consid-
era琀椀on at the Annual General Mee琀椀ng in 
December.   



Museum                                August Meeting   
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The shearing shed as it has been since 

the museum opened in 1988. 
                                                        [Tony MacQuillan 

 

Visitors to the archives this month included 
researchers from New Zealand. Work con琀椀n-
ues on our archival collec琀椀on with the Olive 
Cli昀琀on and Walmsley collec琀椀ons receiving 
some  overdue a琀琀en琀椀on. Volunteers have 
been revisi琀椀ng various collec琀椀ons, rehousing 
and preparing a descrip琀椀on of the contents 
which will be needed once our catalogue is 
available online. A welcome addi琀椀on to the 
Wales Collec琀椀on was the dona琀椀on of a bible 
given to a member of the family by Rose Pat-
erson, mother of ‘Banjo’, before her death in 
February 1893. Outdated computers are be-
ing de-commissioned as we make way for 
improved  models, networking and storage of 
data that will be increasingly important in the 
future. Following the success of our open day 
in April we will again open our doors to invite 
the community behind the scenes. This is like-
ly to occur in October when the weather is a 
li琀琀le warmer. 

How  will we achieve what must be complet-
ed at the museum by 30 June 2024? It is a bit 
like the old ques琀椀on “how do you eat an 
elephant?” Of course the answer is “one bite 
at a 琀椀me” and that is how we have ap-
proached the planning for our move. 

You could say that there are other stakehold-
ers in our plans as we will be working collab-
ora琀椀vely with the An琀椀que Farm Machinery 
Club, the Railway Museum and the Na琀椀onal 
Trust as well as local tradesmen. Loans of 
certain objects will be made to these organi-
sa琀椀ons thus allevia琀椀ng our storage issues 
and raising our pro昀椀le within the community. 
This is also a 昀椀nancial saving in not having to 
pay for storage. 

A good start has been made with most of the 
displayed objects related to the wool indus-
try loaned to the An琀椀que Farm Machinery 
Club. This allows the society to retain owner-
ship of the objects without having to house 
them but we will be able to have them re-
turn for future exhibi琀椀ons. Members of the 
club will also dismantle the display areas in 
the museum to enable the new work to pro-
ceed which is a huge help to us. The Railway 
Museum are delighted that they will be able 
to display the spade that was used to turn 
the 昀椀rst sod for the tramway sta琀椀on and the 
Na琀椀onal Trust are pleased to have the pair of 
demi-lune tables to add to the other Hume 
furniture owned by the society that is on 
display at Cooma Co琀琀age. 

Devoid of equipment the remaining 

remnants of the shearing shed will 

be removed shortly to enable the 

space to be completely transformed. 
                                                        [Cheryl Mongan] 

Archives 

The Shearing shed equipment being 

dismantled for loan to the Antique 

farm Machinery Club. 
                                                  [Cheryl Mongan] 

New members 
We are very pleased to extend a warm wel-
come to two new members Susan and John 
Bell who joined us this month. We hope that 
they will enjoy their associa琀椀on with the So-
ciety.  

While there were only a modest number of 
wri琀琀en responses regarding the discussion 
paper that was distributed in early July they  
were also part of the lively discussion on the 
focus of the society, it’s future and how the 
Premier’s Grant will be used. Comments on 
how certain aspects of the society can be 
improved will speci昀椀cally addressed in the re
-dra昀琀ing of the new Cons琀椀tu琀椀on, duty state-
ments etc. See p2. Overall feedback from 
members indicated a preference to focus on 
the archival collec琀椀on which is unique to 
Yass but there is s琀椀ll interest in retaining the 
museum albeit in a much reduced form. 

There were sugges琀椀ons of con琀椀nuing to fol-
low up space at the courthouse, selling the 
museum to build a new archives and muse-
um, buy an exis琀椀ng historic building or rent 
premises un琀椀l the present library space 
might become available when the new Crago 
Mill precinct is completed. All of these op-
琀椀ons had been considered by the Commi琀琀ee 
over the past six months. These sugges琀椀ons 
were problema琀椀c in that none could be 
achieved in the ten months before we must 
relocate the archives and all would commit 
the society to long term 昀椀nancial commit-
ments that it cannot a昀昀ord. Commi琀琀ee 
members had also inspected the Masonic 
lodge building which may become available 
in the future. A comparison of the various 
aspects of the building - loca琀椀on, heritage 
constraints, accessibility, size, condi琀椀on and 
unknown 昀椀nancial implica琀椀ons demonstrat-
ed the bene昀椀ts of retaining and improving 
our own building. 

As men琀椀oned in our last newsle琀琀er the com-
mi琀琀ee had gone to some trouble to ascertain 
the 昀椀nancial implica琀椀ons of improvements 
to the museum before the mee琀椀ng, should 
members decide to spend the promised 
funding to improve the building. Member 
Susan Bell moved a mo琀椀on to that e昀昀ect 
with an almost unanimous posi琀椀ve response. 
As 琀椀me is of the essence the commi琀琀ee have 
moved the project along with planning, sub-
mission of grant applica琀椀ons and numerous 
other aspects of the project. 



Diary Dates  
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 Benefits of  Membership 

Bene昀椀ts of membership include 
informa琀椀ve speakers at our 
mee琀椀ngs, digital copies of our 
journal Boongaroon and news-
le琀琀ers, talks, trips, access to ar-
chival informa琀椀on and museum 
entrance plus reduced rates for 
selected ac琀椀vi琀椀es such as semi-
nars, our conferences, trips and 
events.  

Boongaroon 
Compiling an interes琀椀ng edi琀椀on of our jour-
nal is almost always a challenge. While our 
focus is on local history we must not lose 
sight of the fact that it does 琀椀e into the big-
ger picture of na琀椀onal and even global his-
tory. Immigra琀椀on, punishment, wars, pan-
demics, natural disasters, poli琀椀cs, depres-
sions, adverse weather condi琀椀ons and a 
host of other factors occurring elsewhere 
can have signi昀椀cant impacts on our local 
history. If you have a story to tell we would 
like to hear from you. 

We welcome stories, ar琀椀cles, book reviews 
and other items of interest (up to 2,500 
words) for publica琀椀on. Longer ar琀椀cles will 
be considered but may be published in two 
parts. Boongaroon is posted or a digital copy 
emailed to all members according to their 
preference. Ar琀椀cles for the next issue are 
required by the end of February but if you 
have a work in progress please contact 
Cheryl Mongan 0413 312 081 email  

September 2023 

Mon 4                                   Mee琀椀ng cancelled 

Tues 5                                        Archives 2-5pm  
Tues 12                                   Archives 2—5pm 

Tues 19                                      Archives 2-5pm 

Tues 26                                     Archives 2-5pm 

Sat 30         Can Assist Cli昀琀onwood 9am-3pm 

       October 2023 

Tues 3                                        Archives 2-5pm 

Mon 9                            Monthly Mee琀椀ng 2pm 

Tues 10                                      Archives 2-5pm  
Tues 17                                   Archives 2—5pm 

Tues 24                                      Archives 2-5pm 

Sat 28      Garage & Auc琀椀on Sales 10am-4pm 

Tues 31                                      Archives 2-5pm 

We are still need books! 
Further dona琀椀ons of pre-loved 
family and local history are al-
ways welcome. The sale of 
these books generate much 
needed income for the society 
During August we had dona-
琀椀ons from Diana MacQuillan 
and Tanya Cullen. Bring your 
books to  mee琀椀ngs or call Cheryl 
Mongan 0413 312 081 to ar-
range for collec琀椀on. 

Sydney Huguenot Conference 

A one day conference: Huguenot Heritage 
Past and Present, marking the twen琀椀eth 
anniversary of the Huguenot Society of Aus-
tralia will be held on Saturday 21 October, 
2023 at Club York, 95-99 York St, Sydney. 
The keynote speaker is Dr Tessa Murdoch 
FSA, who was educated at the University of 
London and has worked as a museum curator 
since 1981. She has published widely on his-
toric house collec琀椀ons, clocks, furniture, jew-
ellery, sculpture and silver. Registra琀椀ons are 
now open and more details can be found at: 
h琀琀ps://huguenotsaustralia.org.au/2023-

conference/  

Been stumped on your family research in Brit-
ain and Ireland?  
 

Checking the origins of your surname may give 
a clue to an earlier version of your name and 
the family’s occupa琀椀on. Your family may have  
Huguenot origins on the other side of the Eng-
lish Channel—France. The Huguenots were 
French Protestants from the sixteenth and 
seventeenth century who 昀氀ed from the French 
Catholic government fearing persecu琀椀on and 
violence. They se琀琀led in England, Ireland, 
throughout Europe, Africa and America and 
over 琀椀me many French surnames were angli-
cised.  
 

Although no Huguenot refugees ever came 
directly to Australia, many of the descendants 
of these people have and contributed much to 
the country’s development. They came princi-
pally from England and Ireland, and were here 
from the beginning of European se琀琀lement. In 
later years Huguenot descendants have ar-
rived from many countries, including France, 
Germany, Switzerland, the Netherlands, the 
Channel Islands, South Africa, and even from 
more unexpected places like Jamaica, India 
and Sri Lanka.  
 

An es琀椀mated one in six people are  believed to 
be of Huguenot origin.  Local families that may 
have early French origins include  Arabin,  Bar-
ber, Baker, Besnard, Boucher, Poignand, 
Roche and Wood. 
 

Robert Nash one of the founder members in 
2001, of the Huguenot Society of Australia will 
give a presenta琀椀on "The Huguenots - the Al-
most Forgo琀琀en People" examining - who they 
were - what happened to them - which coun-
tries they moved to (as they were now refu-
gees) - what they did to survive, at the Family 
History ACT Mee琀椀ng at 7.00pm Tuesday 5 
September, 2023, 41 Templeton St, Cook 
ACT.  
 

Robert edited and partly wrote the society's 
two books on Australian Huguenot descend-
ants, The Hidden Thread and A New Tapestry. 
He also helped produce the CD-ROM name 
index to the Quarto Series of the Huguenot 
Society of Great Britain and Ireland. He is de-
scended from Huguenot silk weavers who le昀琀 
Sedan in the Ardennes, France and se琀琀led in 
Spital昀椀elds in London’s East End in the early 
eighteenth century. He has wri琀琀en many ar琀椀-
cles and has extensive knowledge of the Hu-
guenots, both in Australia and interna琀椀onally.  
 

 

Do you have Huguenot ancestry? 


