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Wyong Family History Group Inc.

Patron: Emma McBride, Federal MP for Dobell

Meetings: Are held on the 2nd Saturday monthly between February and October, at
‘The Cottage’, Wyong Community Cultural Centre, Building 9, 6 Rankens
Court, Wyong. Phone 02 4351 2211

Resources and research assistance at ‘The Cottage’ - available on Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
and Thursdays between 10:00am and 3:00pm. After hours by
appointment.

Fees: non-members $10.00 per hour between 10:00am and 12:00 noon and
1:00pm and 3:00pm. Members Free.

Office Bearers 2021

President: Kerrie Metcalfe
Secretary & Minutes Secretary: Pamela Andre
Vice-President & Public Officer: Lynda Smith
Treasurer: Michele Gane

Management Committee:
All the above executive plus Martin Fisher, Lyn Hagstrom, Regina Hogan, Dellas Johnston,
Roger Lewis, Pamela Mansergh, John Selwood.

Assets Manager & IT Manager: Roger Lewis
Bookstall Supervisor Glenise Clery
Cottage Administrator Tuesday: Lyn Hagstrom
Wednesday: Helen Hord
Thursday: Wayne Bermingham

Cottage Relief Administrators Glenise Clery & Lorraine Cameron
Cottage Roster Planner: Cheryl Whamond
Course Supervisor: Ellen Sheerin
Electronic Journal Distributor Lorraine Cameron
Grant Applications Planner:
Group Collector of Statistics: Martin Fisher
Journal Snippet Readers/Submitters: Lynda Smith & Meg Gibson
Librarian: Lyn Hagstrom
Librarian Assistant: Dellas Johnston
Local Research Officer & Project Organiser: John Selwood
Membership Secretary & Irish Tips: Pam Mansergh
Printing Publications - Books & CDs: Roger Lewis & John Selwood
Proof Reading: Helen Burkett, John Selwood & Lorraine

Lonergan
Publicity Officer: Lynda Smith
Raffle Organiser: Christine McKenzie
Scrapbooking [Photos]: Annette Shearer
Seminar & Guest Speaker Facilitator: Regina Hogan
Subscription Site Snippets: Pamela Andre
Tree of Life Editor: Helen Johnston-Lord.
Unrelated Certificates Organiser: Jacqueline Wieringa
Webpage Managers: Roger Lewis & Kate Walter
Weekly Newsletter Editor: Wayne Bermingham
Welfare Pam Mansergh

Contact Members through ‘The Cottage’. 02 4351 2211
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GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT

Kerrie Metcalfe - President — LM80

Time marches on
and it's hard to
believe that we are
almost halfway
- through the year.

The Group has been
very active and lucky to have some
very devoted volunteers that make
things happen with our members in
mind.

We have had a big presence in
the community with attending Love
Lanes where John and Wayne
conducted Wyong Historic Tours,
we also opened the Cottage for a
few hours on the night of Love
Lanes and a couple of people came
down. We also had an information
stall at the Central Coast Seniors’
Expo held at Wyong Racecourse.

Vice President Lynda Smith has
resurrected our community group
talks whereby she attends groups
like Probus, View Club and
Retirement Villages to promote
family history and our Group.

A great day was put on at the
Cottage for St Patrick’s Day in
March. Lyn Hagstrom and Wayne
Bermingham set the theme
beautifully with masses of green. I
was away and sorry I missed it as
the photos showed everyone who
attended enjoying themselves.

John Selwood and his team are
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working on a new resource about
The Central Coast War Service
Women. We had returned to having
SIG, Information’s Sessions and
Master Classes at the Cottage
thinking all our closures of the past
were over.

Then two buildings in the
Neighbourhood Centre at the top of
our driveway entry were gutted
with fire closing access to the
Cottage from the 25t April. Council
are in the process of creating a new
pathway entrance and in the
meantime we are closed again and
have had to cancel a number of
events at the Cottage. Hopefully we
will be reopened soon.

We continue to work on the
upcoming 40th Birthday bash at
Tuggerah Hall on the 3 June 2023.
We hope to have a few of our past
and present members join us for a
celebration of our growth and
development over 40 years.

Our biggest event of the year is
The Running Waters of History
which is the title for the 38th
Annual Conference of NSW & ACT
that the Wyong Family History
Group Inc is hosting. The planning
is well underway and we are
confident the weekend of 8-10
September will be a big success.
We look forward to seeing in
person all our Gene friends from all
over NSW.

We have run a couple of Raffles
in our rooms which have been well
supported. We had a very
successful Bunnings BBQ which
was a good fundraiser and a big
thank you to the many members
Page 3 of 40



that put up their hand to work on and early colonial military forces. It

the roster for the day as without was a very informative day.

you it couldn’t happen. As winter is creeping up it's a
There was a successful good time to revisit your family

beginners’ course run in Feb/Mar history and see what the next piece

and an Intermediate Course will be | of the jigsaw is, so you can work
held beginning in June. We enjoyed | on it and come into the Cottage

an excellent Seminar on the 29t where someone will be able to help
April with Christine Yeats as you. ... <
speaker covering land title records

FROM YOUR EDITOR SRR

Helen Johnston-Lord member 505

Hello All!

A recent ‘mishap’ has seen me out of action for some
months. I have found a few fascinating stories to share.
I am now almost back on deck and compiling your Tree
is always interesting.

Due to the recent fire, some of our events have been '
cancelled, others re-located. Group plans occasionally miss the TOL
deadline, therefore, as Kerrie says ‘keep an eye on Wayne's Newsletter’ to
keep up to date with what is happening with your group.

This is an important anniversary year for many organisations.

For us at WFHGINc, we celebrate our 40" birthday, [page 27] whilst The
Royal Flying Doctor Service celebrate their 75t anniversary in May [page
32]. 15t Wyong Scouts also celebrate 75 years page [38].

Did anyone try the recipe in our last issue?

We are one of the places your stories will be appreciated. We would like
your feedback too. Our next deadline is 21 July 2023. ... <
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TROVE TREASURES

The National Library of Australia welcomes the commitment made by
the Albanese Government to provide $33m over the next 4 years
to maintain Trove, with $9.2m ongoing and indexed funding from July
2027. We are delighted that Trove’s future has been secured.

Trove has a place for every story, with 14 billion Australian moments
captured for future generations. It has a story for every place,
with Voluntroves [sic] from Groote Eylandt in the Northern
Territory to Burnie in Tasmania. It is where old poetry is transformed
into new lyrics, newspaper articles become historical fiction, and where
Australian humanities research is powered.

Most recently, it has been a place for First Nations communities to
continue to tell their stories, through our First Australians pages.

Trove is a place for all Australians, which is connected to all our places.
It is a truly national treasure, and an international world leader. The
overwhelming support we have received from the Trove community (both
new and old) has been humbling. We take our role as the custodians of
Trove, on behalf of the Library and our partner organisations, very
seriously.

The certainty of this funding decision will allow the National Library
to continue to provide this essential service, enrich it with new
content, and stabilise and secure the platform, in line with the Trove
Strategy. ... %

GUIDED WALKING TOURS
Monday 1st, Sunday 7th & Monday 8th at 11:00 am

Would you like to learn about the early years of Wyong and have some
fun along the way then why not consider joining John Selwood and
Wayne Bermingham on one of our Heritage Tours. Go to
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/wyong-town-centre-heritage-tour-
tickets-618850337017 to book.

As part of Heritage Month, take a fascinating guided walking tour
around historic Wyong learning about its establishment and development
since 1887. The guided tours will be hosted by the Wyong Family History
Group Inc. and will give you a peek into life in Wyong over 100 years
ago.

Commencing from Albert's Cafe next to Wyong Train Station, the tour
takes about 90 minutes passing most of the town’s historic buildings
along the way. The walk will follow the Pacific Highway, before heading
up Alison Road and finishing on Margaret Street at the Post Office. Your
guides have photographs of early Wyong which make the learning
experience more enjoyable.

Afterwards, you may like to take some time to read about Wyong's
history further on our historical signs, stop for lunch at one of the town’s
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many eateries or browse some of the unique stores in the heart of the
town centre.

Places are limited to 15 people per tour and registrations are essential.

o0

*>= 5 X
WYONG

Discover Uie urigue hislory of H/yong

NEW MEMBERS

A very warm welcome is extended to our new members, and we look
forward to meeting and helping you at ‘The Cottage’. Contact any of our
members by sending an enquiry to:

Member’'s Name & No.

C/- Wyong Family History Group Inc., P O Box 247, Wyong NSW 2259.

No |Member No Member

260 [Pamela NEWTON - Returning {1031 |Barbara BOCKING

640 [Juliette GREY - Returning 1032 [Beverley HOPKINS

1025 [Kerry LANE 1033 |Dianne WIGGLESWORTH
1026 Beryl SOMERS 1034 |Elizabeth O'CONNOR
1027 [Marguerite SHOESMITH 1035 |Moira McNALLY

1028 |Sue McGUIRE 1036 |[Sandra ANDERSSON
1029 [Julie MOODY 1037 |Kerren ROBARDS

1030 [Jennifer CHAPMAN 1038 |Kevin CONNOR

A REMINDER FOR MEMBERS

Members are reminded that anytime they are at ‘The Cottage’ for any purpose, wearing
membership cards in a manner that it is clearly displayed is obligitary.
Your courtesy is appreciated. ... %
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Wyong Family History Group Inc.
MORNING TEA 1S A BBQ LUNCH
From noon Tuesday 23" May Given the 24th is
National Scavenger Hunt Day don't be surprised if
certain items are hidden in and around the 'Cottage' for you to find.
Please come along for a BBQ, have some fun with other family historians
and enjoy some friendly chit chat. Oh and, there 'could' be cake! ... %

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

Here at Wyong Family History Group Inc. we offer a range of Special
Interest Groups [SIG] where members with common interests meet,
learn, practice and share their special interest. Moderators/Co-
ordinators are keen to share their knowledge with others. Please
support them.

All are held at ‘The Cottage’. Times are available on our Calendar. [see page

Error! Bookmark not defined.]
BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL — Remember, if you book and are unable to attend, please phone

and cancel.
SIGs go for one to two hours

Breaking through Brickwalls - Helen
Burkett moderates our Brickwall Group this
year broadening it to cover UK, Australia and
Convict questions. Ann Cooke has kindly
offered to assist her, especially with the*
two subjects as she has more ex~

than Helen does and she k- (}W

too. 2 e

Helen has a>*' M ~ .esources and

concentrat. ﬂ’ _ocure websites over time and intends to show one or
more of the. .. month. They will also be looking at the lesser used

resources at vur own Centre.
Watch the weekly newsletter or enquire at ‘The Cottage’ for more information.

Multi-Media Devices - Roger Lewis & Ellen Sheerin continue
this group helping attendees sort through their questions no
matter what the media or device.

DNA Special Interest Group — After the DNA test, you may

be wondering about the next step or how to understand your DNA results.
Whether or not you already have your results back, why not come along
to our DNA SIG meetings for some guidance. DNA enthusiasts old and
new, all welcome! ... Stuart Purvis-Smith

FAMILY TREE MAKER - This popular SIG will continue with
moderator Martin Fisher. Watch the Newsletter for topics for
the next session.

Numbers are limited — Bookings Essential ... %

Family Tree
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2023 FEES AND CHARGES
As of 15t January 2023, the following fees and charges apply:

1. Membership Fees for a 12 month Membership:

Single:

Family: includes 2 Adults and 1 other person living at the same address.

Junior: 18 years and under

W N

and Answers from participants.

format and topic with handouts

o

Beginners Course:
Intermediate Course
Advanced Course

© oy

requirements.
11.

. Special Interest Group Fees (SIG):

$40.00
$50.00
$20.00
No Handouts. Casual. Question

$3.00

Information Sessions: These run up to two-hours with a structured

$5.00

Seminars: Usually held at a larger venue with one or more guest speakers

$30 Members and $35 Non-Members.

$60.00 for full course over 4 weeks or $20.00 per day
$60.00 for full course over 4 weeks or $20.00.per day

$60.00 for 4 weeks or $20 per day

DNA Days for this will be Tuesdays and Thursdays. AM and PM Sessions. Bookings
are essential and must be in advance.
. Personal Research after an appointment to discuss your

One on One DNA help $10.00 per hour

Approx. $50 per couple researched

Master Class These are longer sessions depending on topic; they are

structured and can be a hands-on workshop. $20.00
PHOTOCOPYING
A4 A3
Black & white .40¢ per copy | Black & white .60¢ per copy
Colour .80¢ per copy Black & white $1.20 per copy

for double sided

.30¢ per copy extra

Laminating A4 $1.50

| Laminating A3 $2.00 |

12.
member for only $10.00 extra

Non-Member Research Fee for a two-hour session — become a

$30.00

THE SCOURGE OF POLIO [ INFANTILE PARALYSIS] IN THE 1930S

LM 2

I recently discovered that a
cousin of my mother’s, Brian
Douglas REMILTON died from polio
in 1938. He was only 10 years old.
He had the dubious honour of being
the first such fatality in Cairns. It is
all so sad. The information in the
local paper is reminiscent of recent
Covid regulations.

Cairns Post (Qld. : 1909 - 1954), Saturday
19 March 1938.

FATAL PARALYSIS.

CAIRNS SCHOOLBQOY DIES. STRINGENT
REGULATIONS.

Lynda Smith nee Prentice,

The first fatal case of infantile paralysis in
the Far North occurred in the isolation
ward of the Cairns District Hospital shortly

after 1 p.m. yesterday, when Brian
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Remilton, a 10-year-old scholar of the
Marist Brothers' School, passed away. The
funeral will take place this morning.

Dr. J.V. Guinane, medical superintendent
of the Cairns District Hospital stated last
evening that in addition to the
prohibitions, already provided in the
"Government Gazette" all children arriving
in Cairns from Southern States must report
immediately to him as Municipal Medical
Officer of Health at the District Hospital,
and continue to attend at the hospital
daily for examination for a period of three
weeks. Such children must not attend any
school in Cairns for three weeks, after
arrival here.

The gazettal provides that, until April 6,
1938, no person under the age of 16 years
shall, attend, or be permitted to attend at
any cinematograph theatre, place of
amusement or resort, or other places or
premises where persons reqgularly or
occasionally congregate or assemble for
amusement, entertainment, dancing,
physical culture or athletics, within the city
of Cairns, also that Marist Brothers'
School, Cairns, will remain closed until
April 6, 1938, and any children living in the
same home as those attending the Marist
Brothers School are forbidden from

attending any school for the same period.
Medical information From the website
https.//princehenryvhospitalmuseum.org/pol
io/

Poliomyelitis known as infantile
paralysis is caused by an ultra
microscopic or filter passing virus
usually conveyed by droplet
infection from infected mucus
membranes or contaminated
faeces.
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The disease was not confined to
children. Joan Bushnell (1937-41)
remembers:

"The poliomyelitis epidemic of
1938 was frightening. It was a
crippling disease. Most of us had
known or seen a child at school
limping around with one shortened
leg, wearing an ugly built-up boot
with iron splints around the leg.”

In severe cases Polio attacks
groups of motor nerve cells in the
spine and depending upon the
extent of inflammation, various
muscles in one or more limbs can
be paralysed. If the paralysis
involves the diaphragm or
respiratory muscles artificial
respiration is required to keep the
patient breathing
Initially the patient was kept at
rest. The paralysed limbs were
supported and splinted, care had to
be taken that the limbs remained
straight and did not become cold
and blue from lack of circulation.
When the patient’s condition
improved, usually after several
weeks, massage, movement and
re-education of the affected limbs
would commence. A cheerful
optimistic atmosphere was an
essential requisite for the

Page 9 of 40



convalescent stage, as regaining all
or some mobility was a long painful
process for the patient.
Hydrotherapy was used in some
cases.

Polio vaccines were introduced in
Australia in 1956 (Salk) and 1966
(Sabin) and were followed by mass
immunisation programs. With the
continuing immunisation of
children, the disease has effectively
been eradicated in Australia. The
Polio vaccine is now included in the

Australian Government'’s childhood
immunisation program.

It is estimated that a minimum of
20,000 - 40,000 people had
paralytic polio in Australia between
1930s and 1960s. Actual figures for
the number of people infected with
the virus are up to a hundred times
greater, 2 - 4 million
Australians. Polio is no longer
present in Australia.

Hopefully, some time soon, we
will be able to say the same about
Covid! ... %

Sources:

Ancestry.com.au,; Trove newspapers;, NSW BDM Indexes; Qld BDM Indexes.
https.//princehenrvhospitalmuseum.org/polio/

https://rarehistoricalphotos.com/iron-lungs-polio-1930s-1950s/

ROBERT PATTON —
Member Robert Patton spoke of his personal

perspective on Ukraine.

‘In October 2022 I had the privilege of
visiting Kyiv, Ukraine, to undertake some work

for a charitable organisation.

'Whilst doing this work, I gained some
insights into what life is really like in Ukraine
for many people and to see the tremendous
work that aid organisations are doing.’

An inspiring and interesting speaker. .

FEBRUARY

BRUCE AND LARAINE GEDDES - MARCH

Bruce and Laraine Geddes were
our guest speakers at last March’s
general meeting. Members were
treated to some wonderful photos
of their travels in their catamaran
Topaz, which was designed and
built by Bruce.
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LYNDA SMITH - APRIL

Our April meeting speaker was an excellent presentation by our Vice
President Lynda Smith who showed the importance of using Non Written
Sources to enhance your family history. A great presentation. Lynda
presented an excellent presentation and thoroughly enjoyable. ... Michele
Gane. <«

2023 BEGINNERS COURSE
Kerrie Metcalfe - President — LM80

The Beginners Course ended recently, I got in to meet the group who
were either starting out or carrying on with their Family History, a lovely
enthusiastic group of ladies I wish them well in their research and hope
they visit the Cottage to get help from our volunteers to proceed further
in their research.
A big thank you to the group of presenters Ellen Sheerin, Lyn Hagstrom,
John Selwood and Kate Walters for sharing their knowledge and the
support group Lynda Smlth and Kay Croal, a great _]Ob done by all ... <

e ST *1
3 \-.;‘ '::()?" “:' ,.

COMMENTS MADE IN THE YEAR 1957 p
from USA clipping I came across recently ed. eamorie

“Ill tell you one thing, if things keep going //
at 4 //,,,, i E/ @

the way they are, It’s going to be impossible
to buy a week’s groceries for $20.”

}&11 i
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LOVE LANES FESTIVAL
Wayne Bermingham member 623

Mentioned in some
quarters as the best Love
Lanes Festival so far,

8 which may be a slight

M exaggeration, but then

#8 again who am I to F
| question those in the know. John Selwood and
myself were kept busy with all our walking tours on
a very hot and steamy Saturday surrounded by a
wide range of activities and with so many people about we had to reduce
the distance of our tours a bit. As is usually the case it's often hard to tell
who has more fun during the tours, I know John certainly enjoys them
and I always have a good laugh however on 11% February it was great to
see our guests joining in and they all went away smiling. We conducted
three tours during the event each lasting about an hour raising four
hundred dollars for WFHG in the process. Special thanks to the ladies
(see photo) who looked after our stall while we were off walking.

At the same time the 'Cottage' held an open day with eight visitors
popping in and a potential member and course attendee. <

l‘:'- . ; r“h - 1*

/

Q\ "  >/ ! : "‘;‘;,‘:;’.! ; W -
&) « o ) J WYONG Community Bony Branch

17t March saw 10
members at our St.
Patrick's Day celebration.
Everyone had a
wonderful time with a
couple making an extra
effort to dress for the
occasion. A huge thanks
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to Lyn Hagstrom for all the nibbles, food, fruit and cake and thanks also
to those who took the time to join in the fun, with the raffle adding to our
coffers. <«

BUNNINGS BARBEQUE
Our first Bunnings -
Fundraising BBQ at Lake
Haven Sunday 23" April
was a success. Only made
possible with the help of ...
Roger Lewis #127, Chris
Ullrich #224, Joy Pilkington
#279, Dellas Johnstone
#332, Wayne Bermingham
#623, Julie & Niel Nielsen
#652 & 653, Cheryl
Powderly #736, Lexie
Cunningham #865, Terry Joyce #897, Dianne Gordon #950, Ann &
Robert Holland #981 and Brenda Haire #1016. <

ACRES & ARMY SEMINAR

On Saturday 29 April, we had a great
Seminar held at the Tuggerah Community Hall,
with Christine Yeats as presenter, our first for
this year.

Christine showed us the various ways to trace
our ancestors land and where and how to find
and use the records. The afternoon was Army
records covering the years from 1788 to the
early 1900s. Christine is an exceptional speaker
and we are sure everyone went home with new ideas to try in their
research. Homemade and bought treats were available with tea or coffee
throughout the day. <
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Their War
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Cross of Sacrlﬁce w1th Memorial in the .
background (1968)

Photo Commonwealth War Graves Commission.

PORT MORESBY (BOMANA) WAR CEMETERY
Unofficial history of the Australian & New Zealand Armed Services

The Port Moresby Memorial
stands behind the cemetery and
commemorates almost 750 men of
the Australian Army (including
Papua and New Guinea local
forces), the Australian Merchant
Navy and the Royal Australian Air
Force who lost their lives in the
operations in Papua and who have
no known graves. Men of the Royal
Australian Navy who died in the
south-west Pacific region, and have
no known grave but the sea, are
commemorated on the Plymouth
Naval Memorial in England, along
with many of their comrades of the
Royal Navy and of other
Commonwealth Naval Port Moresby
(Bomana) War Cemetery lies
approximately 19 kilometres north
of Port Moresby on the road to Nine

Mile, and is approached from the
main road by a short side road
called Pilgrims Way.

The cemetery contains 3,819
Commonwealth burials of the
Second World War, 702 of them
unidentified.

Only one woman is buried there :
Sister Marie Craig who was on
board a medical transport plane
that crashed in Mt Carstenz.
Historical Information.

After the Japanese landed at Lae
and Salamaua in March 1942, Port
Moresby became their chief
objective. They decided to attack
by sea, and assembled an
amphibious expedition for the
purpose, which set out early in
May, but they were intercepted and
heavily defeated by American air
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and naval forces in the Coral Sea,
and what remained of the Japanese
expedition returned to Rabaul.
After this defeat they decided to
advance on Port Moresby overland
and the attack was launched from
Buna and Gona in September 1942.
Early in 1942, and almost
without resistance, the Japanese
established a considerable force
and developed a useful base on
Bougainville, the largest and most
northerly of the Solomon Islands.
This they held until Americans and
Australians began offensive
operations towards the end of
1943, when Bougainville was the
only one of these islands remaining
in Japanese hands. By August
1945, when the Japanese
surrendered, most of the island had

been recovered.

Those who died in the fighting in
Papua and Bougainville are buried
in PORT MORESBY (BOMANA) WAR
CEMETERY, their bodies brought in
by the Australian Army Graves
Service from burial grounds in the
areas where the fighting had taken
place. The unidentified soldiers of
the United Kingdom forces were all
from the Royal Artillery, captured
by the Japanese at the fall of
Singapore; they died in captivity
and were buried on the island of
Bailale in the Solomons. These men
were later re-buried in a temporary
war cemetery at Torokina on
Bougainville Island before being
transferred to their permanent
resting place at Port Moresby.

Sources:

http://www.diggerhistory.info/pages-cemeteries/bomana.htm
https://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/images-cemetery-images-prod/2014300/Port-Moresby-

Bomana-War-Cem-May2014_4720.jpg

X3

MARIE LOUISE HAMILTON MACK (10 OCTOBER 1870 — 23
NOVEMBER 1935)

Audacious, unpredictable,
bewitching - these are just some of
the words used to describe
Australian writer, poet, and First
World War correspondent Louise
Mack during and after her
remarkable lifetime.

One of thirteen children born to
Hans and Jemima Mack in Hobart,
1870, Louise made a name for
herself as early as her teenage
years. When the family moved to
Sydney in 1882, Louise enrolled in
Sydney Girls’ High School, where
she and her friend Ethel Turner -
who would go on to write the
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Louise Mack, writer, August 1897 / photographer
J. Hubert Newman [Image courtesy State
Library of New South Wales, FL3283990]
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classic novel Seven Little
Australians - edited rival
magazines.

In the late 1880s when Louise
was not yet twenty, she became a
regular contributor to the Bulletin,
a Sydney-based political and
literary magazine. In 1898, she
was given her own column, writing
the '"Woman's Letter’ under the pen
name ‘Gouli Gouli” until 1901.
During these years she married her
first husband, John Percy Creed,
and published her first novel, The
World is Round. Yet the true
success Louise craved remained
elusive. To remedy that, she sailed
alone to England in 1901 to pursue
fame and fortune on the world
stage.

Success did not come easily
overseas. Louise spent her first
year there struggling to make ends
meet, writing about her
experiences in her 1902 book An
Australian Girl in London. The work
was well-received, and Louise was
finally able to forge lasting
connections in London’s literary
sphere.

Everything changed in 1914
when war rocked the world on a
scale never before seen. Despite
Lord Kitchener’s restrictions on war
correspondents on the Western
Front, Louise managed to make her
way into occupied Belgium. She
travelled through German lines to
Brussels, Louvain, and Antwerp, all
the while reporting for both the
Evening News and Daily Mail.

Louise’s memoir of her time on
the front, A Woman’s Experiences
in the Great War, recalls how she
was the last journalist left in
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Antwerp after all others had fled:
“The whole city was mine. I
seemed to be the only living thing
left ... The ghosts of five hundred
thousand people floated before my
vision.” She departed the city only
days later, disguised as a hotel
maid and smuggled from the
country with a false passport.
Louise’s account of her final days
on the Western Front cannot be
confirmed. Indeed, fellow
Australian war correspondent Frank
Fox recalls that she left Belgium
along with the other reporters.
True or not, the story was
compelling enough to launch Louise
on a nationwide tour upon her
return home to Australia. As one
Queanbeyan newspaper reported in
1918: “This is Miss Louise Mack,
the pretty and charming little lady
who has been thrilling crowded
houses all over Australia with her
wonderful recital: ‘What I saw in
the War’.” Her lectures were
almost certainly embellished
versions of the truth, becoming
more and more sensationalised
with every new audience. It is for

LOUISE MACK

: A Woman’s
Experiences in
the Great War
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this very reason, historian Jeannine
Baker argues, that Louise Mack has
yet to be properly studied for her
role in Australian military and
media history.

Yet despite the sensationalism,
despite the embellishment, at the
core of Louise’s experiences lies the
very important contribution she
made towards women’s
achievements in journalism.
Reporting on her death in 1935,
the Sydney Morning Herald had this
to say: “Her work would live after
her.” Eighty-five years later, we
can say with certainty that it did.”

Written by Elizabeth Heffernan,
RAHS Volunteer 2020
And from Wikipedia

"She was not only the first

woman to be a war

correspondent, but she was also
the first Australian to study the

Germans this closely during this

time. She was under shell-fire

for thirty-six hours in Antwerp,
and at one point went right
through German lines to the city
of Brussels. This fearless
pursuit earned her great fame

in Australia and gathered many

audiences in Australian

theatres, streets, and anywhere

Mack was willing to tell her

courageous story.

While back in Australia, in
1917-1918 she used her
lectures on her war experiences
to raise money for

the Australian Red Cross
Society.

On 1 September 1924 Louise
married 33-year-old Allen

ouise Mack, by Kerry & Co, 1890s ... National
Library of Australia, nla.pic-an23474744
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Illingworth Leyland (d. 1932).
In the 1930s she wrote a series
of humorous but helpful articles
for the Australian Women's
Weekly, titled "Louise Mack
advises”.

Mack died in Mosman, New South
Wales in 1935.

From Australian Dictionary of

Biography:
In 1916 she returned to
Australia and in 1917-18 toured
the country, speaking on her
war experiences and raising
money for the Australian Red
Cross Society. From 1919 to the
early 1930s she lectured in the
Pacific islands and New Zealand
and, in association with the
Department of Education and
the Good Film League of New
South Wales, toured Australia
with travel talks and films for
schools.

When in Melbourne on 1
September 1924 Louise married
33-year-old Allen Illingworth
Leyland (d.1932), a New
Zealand Anzac, she claimed to
have one living child. These
years were very difficult for
Louise, but she met misfortune
with her usual courage and
vitality, working as a freelance
journalist and publishing two
more novels, Teens
Triumphant (1933)

and Maiden's Prayer (1934).
She died on 23 November 1935
at Mosman of cerebro-vascular
disease and was cremated with
Presbyterian forms. Described
by Le Gay Brereton as fluffy,
like a chicken, Louise was fair,
pretty, extroverted, audacious,
unpredictable, a genuine
Bohemian who chose a life of
adventure and insecurity. She
died possession-less. ... %

THE STORY OF CECILY

March 26, 2023, marks one year
since the passing of my amazing
mother. I thought I would honour
her by starting to write up her life
story for the family. Back in 2002,
when Mum still had pretty good
eyesight, I gave her a folder of
loose-leaf lined pages, a glue stick
and a decorative jar full of slips of
paper. On each slip of paper, I had
typed up a statement or questions
for Mum to answer. WFHG Inc.
used to sell similar Memory Jogger
kits @a number of years ago. These
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Lynda SMITH nee PRENTICE, LM2.
consisted of a cloth bag, an
exercise book and another small
bag full of question slips. Perhaps
these can be reinstated?

Mum chose a slip at random and
used the question as a memory
jogger. Her answers are in her
handwriting, with her unique
spelling, grammar and logic clearly
recorded. Some of what she had to
say would not be considered
‘politically correct’, but it is true to
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what she believed about various
matters.

I have transcribed her words
verbatim, only adding in extremely
essential punctuation and spelling
corrections. Anything that needed
to be explained has been added in
brackets to distinguish the
information as mine.

I am very lucky that my family
loved taking photos, so I have
many images to add to her story. A
few years ago, I also created a
scrapbook for Mum, documenting
her many achievements. This was
to celebrate her 90t birthday in
2017.

Mum was awarded the Order of
Australia medal for her extensive
volunteer work in 2013. Sadly,
Mum'’s sight was taken away by
macular degeneration, so she did
not get to see the small details I
had included in the scrapbook.
Friends and family appreciated it
though. I will include all the text
from the scrapbook in the “"Book of
Cecily” as I have called this work.

I plan to put all of this
information on a USB for each of
my children, and for my sister’s
children. I will also print off at least
one copy and have it bound. Who
knows how long it will be before
USBs are superseded? Paper has
more chance of lasting a long time.

My mother-in-law, Gladys SMITH
nee MUNNS, also completed her
memory jogger folder about the
same time. I don’t have as many
photos of Glad’s life, but I will do
the same for her notes.

Unfortunately, I don't have the
same information from the men in

nee FOX, taken Government House, Sydney.
Oct. 2013.

my family. I have been trying, for
some time, for my darling husband
to use his copy of the Memory
Jogger to record his life before
meeting me.

I have written my life story pre-
marriage and have added in many
relevant photos and extra detail
that has come from research. If
you choose to do so, please ensue
that you acknowledge your
sources, otherwise, you are guilty
of plagiarism. My husband is
assisting me in detailing our lives
together. Next year we will
celebrate 50 years of wedded bliss.
He seems to have a better memory
for details than I have. We are both
avid photographers so our stories
will be well supplied with images.
Doing so has encouraged me to
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date and identify our saved photos,
whether they are in printed form or
digital.

DO NOT leave boxes or albums
full of unidentified photos for your
children to sort out. They are more
likely to bin the lot and that would
be a terrible shame.

DO NOT leave your own story
untold. If you are lucky enough to
still have older relatives around,
please talk to them about this idea.
Their answers can be recorded
orally if writing is not a possibility
for them.

An example of one of the
memory joggers, and my Mum’s
answers.

What schools did you attend?
What were your best and worst
subjects? Describe a typical
school day.

Chatswood nfants, Chatswood Priwuzrg,
wWilloughby Girls [Highl School.laka as
Dowmestic High Schooll

whewn ( first started school, we were Living at
Chatswoodl, When | was seven, we moved to

Alan & Lynda SMITH nee PRENTICE, in
going away outfits, leaving their wedding
reception at Gosford Bowling Club, 31%
Aug. 1974.

Artarmon, t caught the bus or walked,
usually with my sister,

Spelling was always the worst [subject], so
reading was difficult. t have tried to improve
over the years,

Best: History, Geography, Physiology,
Maths,

Cecily FOX -First on left, second top row. Aged 11 years.
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